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Be River-Friendly - Keep our Waterways Clean!

Pressure washing and surface cleaning
wastewater (including from parking lots, drive-
thrus, vehicles, heavy equipment, building
exteriors, sidewalks, graffiti, roof cleaning,
restaurant equipment, air conditioning units and
hood filters) cannot be discharged into the storm
drain system. Sacramento County and all
incorporated cities within the county have local
stormwater ordinances in place to prevent
pollution of local waterways. The storm drain
system flows directly to local creeks and rivers.
Chemicals, dirt, detergents, oil/grease, and
heavy metals are common pollutants in pressure
washing and surface cleaning wastewater that
can harm aquatic life, contaminate our drinking
water sources and impair enjoyment of our
recreational waterways.

It is a violation of local stormwater ordinances to
discharge wastewater from pressure washing
and surface cleaning into any natural body of
water or the storm drain system, which includes
storm drains, roadside ditches, gutters, streets,
sidewalks, swales, drainage channels, rivers,
creeks, and streams. It is also illegal to allow the
evaporation of wastewater on paved surfaces.
Evaporated wastewater residue will eventually
be discharged to the storm drain system when it
rains or through contact with irrigation or other
run-off.

To avoid stormwater violations, wastewater
from pressure washing and surface cleaning
must be properly managed, contained,
collected, and disposed of to ensure that it does
not discharge to the storm drain system.
Outdoor cleaning can actually be beneficial to
the environment when implementing Best
Management Practices (BMPs).

Best Management Practices (BMPs)

B Pre-plan

¢ Think ahead about the job and how to
complete it properly

e Block or protect the nearby storm drain
while cleaning

Pre-clean (dry methods)

¢ Minimize the pollutants that will be
captured with your waterborne cleaning
activities

Use sound techniques

¢ Perform cleaning in a way that prevents or
minimizes potential discharges

Collect wastewater

¢ Contain & collect wastewater for proper
disposal

Properly dispose of wastewater/wastes

o Utilize a disposal option that is
appropriate for the type of
wastewater/wastes generated

THE BASICS

Stormwater regulations include two basic
requirements:

e  Only clean stormwater may be discharged to the
storm drain system.

e  Pollutant sources must be managed to prevent
contact with stormwater. Do this by using Best
Management Practices (BMP).

Proper Containment and Collection
Choose a containment and collection system
that is most effective and alloys you to remain

compliant with laws and regulations.

Examples of Containment Systems*

® Vacuum booms
® Temporary & permanent berms
m Containment pools & wash pads

m Storm drain covers & mats

Examples of Collection Systems*

® Wet/dry vacuums

® Pump & hose

Storm Drains & Sanitary Sewers are Not
the Same

Photos of Storm Drain Inlets
Storm drains are located outdoors, often in
parking lots and street gutters. They carry
untreated water to our creeks and rivers.

Photos of Sanitary Sewer Maintenance
Access Points
Sanitary sewer drains are found indoors.
However, maintenance access points to the
sanitary sewer system, commonly known as
cleanouts, can be found outdoors and along
streets. They are approximately 9” lids labeled
as “Sewer,” “Sanitary Sewer,” or simply with
“S.” They carry wastewater to the sewage
treatment plant where the wastewater is treated.

*The examples are provided simply as a reference tool and
no endorsement or recommendation is implied. This is not
intended to be a complete listing of all devices available.
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