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Appendix 4A 

Program Element Accomplishments 

Construction Element Accomplishments 

Ordinance and Standards 

• Developed Grading and Erosion Control Questionnaire in September 1991 to identify small 
infill projects that may potentially cause drainage and/or sedimentation problems prior to 
approval of the project. 

• Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance 

o Adopted Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance in December 1993. 

o Amended Ordinance in February 2001 to ensure that projects in North Natomas complied 
with federal and state endangered species requirements during the period in which the 
Natomas Habitat Conservation Plan was invalid. 

• Amended Ordinance and adopted an Erosion and Sediment Control Fee Resolution on 
October 21, 2003, to enable the City to fund the erosion and sediment control inspection 
program for private construction projects.  The ordinances were last updated in FY 04/05. 

• Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control Manual (Grading Manual) 

o Completed Grading Manual in January 1994. 

o Updated standard drawings in the Grading Manual to be consistent with the proposed 
joint City/County construction specifications and participated in the development of the 
joint specifications in 1996/97. 

o Developed standard notes for Erosion and Sediment Control Plans in 1997/98. 

o Revised the standard drawings in 2005/06. 

o The standard specifications for construction projects were last updated in June 2007 
which included a new section; Section 16, Water Quality Control and Standard 
Drawings. These standard notes and technical drawings are available on the City’s 
website. 

• Adopted the City of Sacramento Stormwater Management and Discharge Control Ordinance 
(Stormwater Ordinance) in February 1998. 

• Partnered with the County to draft an example standard erosion and sediment control plan in 
2005/06. 

Inspection and Enforcement 

• Revised review procedures for development plans and California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) documents to include erosion and sediment control practices beginning in 1991. 
Since 1991, standard conditions have been developed, and projects are conditioned during the 
entitlement process to comply with City and state grading, erosion and sediment control 
requirements. The City also reviews Environmental Impact Reports and Mitigation 
Monitoring Plans to ensure that erosion, sediment and pollutant control is addressed. 
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• Developed standard language in accordance with the City and state grading, erosion and 
sediment control requirements and included in construction specifications for City projects in 
1993/94. Incorporated standard construction specification into Department of Utilities 
contracts in 1996/97. Revised Department of Utilities language in 2002 with addition of the 
construction specifications. 

• Began issuing grading permits, which included Erosion and Sediment Control Plans, during 
the improvement plan and building permit process in 1994/95. 

• Acquired the part-time services of three Water Waste Inspectors in December 1995 to enforce 
stormwater requirements at construction sites. These inspectors began inspecting residential 
subdivisions during 1995/96 and commercial projects in 1996/97. In 1998, the part-time 
inspectors were replaced with a full-time inspector dedicated to ensuring private development 
construction sites comply with City erosion, sediment and pollution control requirements. In 
2002, an additional full-time inspector was added to increase coverage at private construction 
sites. 

• Sent winterization letters to construction projects requesting certification that sites were 
prepared for the rainy season in October 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2002; and distributed the 
Regional Board Rainy Season letter in October 2003, 2004, 2005 and 2006. 

• Sent a citywide notice in March 2001 to developers and builders of active construction sites 
notifying them that failure to implement effective erosion, sediment and pollutant control 
measures year around would result in the issuance of stop work orders. 

• Developed in December 2001, in conjunction with the County and Regional Board, a local 
guidance document that assists agency staff and the development community in complying 
with the April 2000 General Construction Permit Modifications regarding sediment impaired 
water bodies and non-visible pollutants in SWPPPs. 

• Developed a new Street/Sidewalk Washing program and implemented it in December 2001. 
This program addresses the sedimentation found in newly constructed drainage systems 
resulting from street washing at construction sites. The program restricts regular street 
washing at construction sites to Friday afternoons and Saturdays after a City inspector 
certifies the site has been dry cleaned and is free of sediment and other materials. 

• Developed a database to track inspections and generate inspection reports in 2002/03. 

• Participated in developing and assisted in the funding of the California Stormwater Quality 
Association (CASQA) BMP Handbooks (formerly the California Stormwater Quality Task 
Force). The BMP Handbook revisions were completed in 2003. 

• Verify that the State General Construction Permit Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
contains 1) a vicinity map, 2) a site map, 3) a list of potential sources of stormwater pollution, 
4) type and location of erosion and sediment control BMPs to be used, 5) contact information 
for the person responsible for implementing the SWPPP, and 6) certification statement prior 
to issuing a permit. This procedure was implemented in 2003. 

• Prioritized construction sites as a high or moderate threat to water quality in 2003/04. High 
priority sites are inspected a minimum of twice per month from October 1 – April 30 and 
monthly thereafter. Moderate sites are inspected a minimum of monthly year round. 
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Training and Outreach 

Outreach to development and construction communities  

• Beginning in 1991, conducted various workshops for the development and construction 
community on the following topics: Construction Program, proposed ordinances, Grading, 
Erosion and Sediment Control Manual (Grading Manual), and recommended control 
measures and state requirements. The City of Sacramento (City) conducted four workshops in 
October 1999 and participated in various workshops sponsored by International Conference 
of Building Officials (ICBO) during 1999/00. The City’s workshops covered City and state 
erosion, sediment and pollution control requirements. Two workshops were targeted for 
municipal inspectors, and two were held for the development community. The ICBO 
workshops covered the State General Construction Permit requirements and effective and 
non-effective best management practices (BMPs). 

• Beginning in 1994, developed various outreach materials, including a Construction Fact 
Sheet and brochures for six different construction related activities (Concrete Applications, 
Earth Moving Activities, Heavy Equipment Operation, Landscaping and Pool Maintenance, 
Painting and Solvents, and Roadwork and Paving). The Concrete and Paint brochures were 
updated during the Second Permit term and were translated into Spanish in 2005. 

• Partnered with the County to create a new pamphlet entitled “Construction on Small Building 
Sites” in April 2004. 

• Participated in the Permittee Inspection Coordination Committee (PICC) formed by the 
County of Sacramento from May 2000 through 2004 to discuss standards enforcement 
procedures, and new product and technology. The group was composed of program and 
inspection staff from the Sacramento Area Stormwater Permittees (Permittees), County 
Regional Sanitation District, City of Stockton, and California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Central Valley Region (Regional Water Board). The goal of the work group 
was to share information and provide a consistent message to the development community. 
The work group was disbanded in June 2004. (this is not a training or outreach activities) 

• Partnered with the County of Sacramento (County) and Regional Water Board to develop a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) Preparation Course. Participated in or co-
sponsored 15 various training courses with the County, Permittees or Building Industry 
Association (BIA), and the Regional Water Board from October 2000 through June 2002.  
Co-sponsored workshops with the Permittees entitled, “Preparing and Implementing SWPPPs 
for Construction Activities” on August 12, 2002, and March 31 and June 24, 2004 and 
“Simple Tools for NPDES Compliance” on September 18 and October 3, 2002. 

• Permittees and Regional Water Board sponsored and conducted the following Pre-wet Season 
forums for the development and construction community: September 1 and 11, 2003, 
September 8 and 14, 2004, September 19 and 20, 2005 and September 25 and October 02, 
2007. 

• Partnered with the Permittees to conduct an informational meeting with consultants 
conducting training on Sacramento stormwater requirements on December 11, 2002, and 
erosion and sediment control vendor training on September 25, 2003. 

• Permittees in partnership with Thunder Mountain Enterprises, Inc. sponsored and conducted 
a couple of training sessions for the development and construction community on topics 
related to NPDES program, SWPPP preparation and proper implementation, local and state 
requirements, and Low Impact Development, among other things. 
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Training to municipal staff 

• Conducted regular training/coordination meetings and tailgate sessions with City plan 
checking and inspection staff. Specific tailgate sessions were held with developers, project 
engineers, inspectors, consultants, and contractors for development projects in the North 
Natomas area in the fall of 1998. 

• Conducted annual training from 2003/04 through 2007/08 for municipal staff whose jobs are 
engaged in construction activities. Staff targeted included various departments such as the 
Department of General Services (Facility Design & Inspection), Parks and Recreation 
(landscape architects & inspection), Planning (Long Range, Current, Environmental) 
Transportation (project managers and inspection), Utilities (development review staff, project 
managers, inspection) and Development Services (Matrix staff). 

Effectiveness Evaluation 

• Completed the Construction Site Inlet Protection Special Study in 1995/96, which evaluated 
the effectiveness of four inlet protection BMPs. 

• Completed work plan for evaluation of the Construction Element including the development 
of the plan review and field audit forms in 1996/97. Began plan review and field audit by 
stormwater staff in 1997/98. Conducted an audit of the Construction Element in 1999/00. 
This audit was performed by a consultant and included evaluation of the City’s standards, 
Grading Manual, and plan check and inspection processes and quality. The results of this 
audit will be used to identify and prioritize areas needing improvement in the Construction 
Program. 
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Illicit Discharge Element Accomplishments 

Inspection and Enforcement 

• Adopted Stormwater Ordinance in February 1998 and updated the Ordinance in 2004. 

• Conducted an Illicit Connection Field Screening Program between 1995 and 1998. 
Demonstrated that illicit connections were not a significant problem. Only two illicit 
connections were found and subsequently connected to the sanitary sewer. 

• Developed procedures to respond to reports of illicit discharges and to contain, clean and 
abate the discharges. 

• Developed enforcement response procedures 

• Began using Water Quality Inspectors in 2007 to provide enforcement for parties responsible 
for illicit discharges. 

• Developed a database for tracking of illicit discharge complaints and enforcement actions. 

Waste Disposal Alternatives 

• Initiated an ongoing program for curbside collection of used motor oil by the Solid Waste 
Division in 1995. 

• Continued to conduct quarterly household hazardous waste collection events through the 
Solid Waste Division. In 1999, a new solid waste transfer station provided facilities that 
accept daily deposits of small amounts of household-generated hazardous wastes. 

Spill Response and Source Investigation 

• Provided ongoing spill response notification procedures and training for the Department of 
Utilities 24-hour City Operator. 

• Began ongoing 24-hour availability of City Field Services and Fire Department Hazardous 
Materials staff in 1992 for response to prohibited non-stormwater discharges in the City for 
documentation, investigation, reporting, and clean up. 

• Implemented an ongoing phone line in 1992, for public reporting of incidents of prohibited 
non-stormwater discharges. 

• Developed a Stormwater Program website in 1998, which provides pollution prevention 
information and on-line reporting of illegal discharges. 

Training and Outreach 

• As a deterrent to illegal dumping, approximately 95% of all drain inlets have been labeled 
with the message “No Dumping Flows to River”. 

• Produced various public outreach materials for use by Field Services and Program staff to 
distribute in areas that have experienced extreme or repeated dumping incidents or other 
water quality problems. 

• Provided ongoing training for drainage maintenance and other municipal staff to identify and 
help investigate illicit connections or evidence of illegal dumping. 

• Implemented Charity Car Wash program in FY09. 

• Implemented multi-cultural outreach program to address Russian, Hmong, and Spanish 
populations. 
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Industrial Element Accomplishments 

Significant Industries Control Program 

• Developed a customized industrial database in 1997, which contains all business licenses 
filed in the City, facilities under the State Industrial General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharges Associated with Industrial Activities (State Industrial General Permit), and those 
industries identified in the 1991 industrial identification work. 

• Included language in the City development review process requiring the owner(s) of a 
planned industrial development to submit a determination of the need for coverage under the 
State Industrial General Permit to the Department of Utilities for approval. 

• Developed a rating system in 1996 to prioritize industries with regard to specific activities 
and the probability or significance of pollutants and non-stormwater discharges. 

• Developed and implemented the Clean Water Business Partner (CWBP) Program, a 
nonstructural control program, for the mobile carpet cleaning industry in 1997. Added 
landscape contractors in 2000. 

• The Permittees developed a list of priority commercial businesses and industry categories 
subject to either routine inspections or targeted outreach and definitions for each. 
Environmental Management Department (EMD) refined the definitions of the priority 
industries based on field inspection observations. 

Inspection and Enforcement 

• Adopted the Stormwater Ordinance in 1998. Ordinance was amended in 2004 to provide the 
County of Sacramento’s Environmental Management Department (EMD) with legal authority 
to conduct inspections and enforcement for targeted industries on behalf of the City. Said 
amendment includes an agreement (MOU) that was executed and approved in December 09, 
2003 between the two jurisdictions. 

• Participated in the Sacramento Area Pollution Prevention Committee, formed in 1996, and 
the Environmental Task Force, formed in 1999, which provide opportunities for Industrial 
Element staff to network with other pollution prevention agencies. 

• Initiated coordinated inspections for food service facilities, metal recyclers, and businesses 
with sewer pretreatment permits in 1999. 

• Developed EMD’s Commercial and Industrial Stormwater Compliance Program (CISCP) to 
establish routine stormwater inspections of targeted industries, to be conducted in conjunction 
with other regulatory inspections. The successful CISCP program is now being referred to by 
regulators and others in the State as a model for those developing similar programs. EMD is 
authorized to conduct the CISCP on behalf of the Permittees through a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) executed by each Permittee in 2003. Local stormwater ordinances 
were revised by the Permittees in 2004 to provide EMD with billing and enforcement 
authority county-wide. 

• By June 30, 2007 completed the first cycle of stormwater compliance inspections by EMD 
for the following facilities: auto repair and body shops, auto dealers, gas stations, restaurants, 
nurseries, kennels, equipment rental businesses, and facilities covered under the General 
Industrial Permit. 
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• Developed and implemented the Complaint-based Storm Water Compliance Program 
(CBSCP) to address non-stormwater discharges by industries and commercial businesses that 
are not cover under the CISCP program. Conducted inspections and enforcement including: 
Issued verbal warnings, Notices of Violations, and Administrative Penalties. 

Training and Outreach 

• Conducted a compliance assistance workshop in 1996 on the State Industrial General Permit. 

• Provided annual education and training for City Field Services staff to help them identify and 
report stormwater pollution problems observed in the field to Industrial Element staff. 

• Produced educational outreach materials in 1995 for commercial and do-it-yourself painters, 
food service facilities, pool maintenance companies, concrete application, heavy equipment 
operation, landscaping, road work and paving, and dry cleaning businesses. 

• Sent outreach materials to priority industries twice during the 2003-2007 Permit term. 
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Municipal Operations Element Accomplishments 

Spill Response 

• Revised SSO response plan in March 2007 to include current regulatory requirements. 

Municipal Capital Improvement Projects 

• Provided technical assistance for City construction projects. 

• Incorporated regional water quality control measures in North Natomas and Jacinto Creek 
detention basins. 

• Provided water quality features in the Wood Lake drainage system maintenance and 
improvement project. 

• Trained City construction inspectors on proper BMP implementation standards to be used on 
City construction site. 

Municipal Facilities 

• Participated in the review of design plans for proposed municipal facilities. 

• Regularly coordinate with and provide guidance to project managers and inspection staff for 
construction of municipal facilities. 

• Identified and minimized non-stormwater discharges from equipment and vehicle washing. 

• Audited all City vehicle maintenance facilities, material storage facilities and corporation 
yards in 2004 to determine which facilities should prepare and implement pollution 
prevention plans. 

• Developed pollution prevention plans for the 28th Street Landfill (closed) in 2007, 24th 
Street Corporation Yard in 2002, North Area Corporation Yard in 2007, and the 
Meadowview City Service Complex in 2002. 

• Annually maintain City owned and operated parking facilities. 

Municipal Activities 

• Developed a City wide Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Policy in 2006. 

• Conducted monthly street sweeping of 3,010 curb miles. 

• Evaluated Street Maintenance Practices in 2007, and developed written procedures for BMP 
implementation. 

• Implemented a voluntary program for containerization of green waste in 2004. 

• Annually clean sumps and removed sediment from drainage channels. 

• Annually clean storm drainage collection pipes and appurtenances. 

• Regularly operate and maintain settling/treatment facilities at regional detention basins. 

• Conduct fire fighting hose manipulation training at a facility equipped with BMPs. 

Training and Outreach 

• Annually attend various tailgate meetings and conducted specific training sessions to provide 
Program information and to increase awareness of water quality issues associated with 
municipal activities. 
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• Developed and conduct an IPM training program beginning in 2007. 

• Conducted inspector training. 
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New Development Element Accomplishments 

Ordinance and Design Standards 

• Adopted the Stormwater Ordinance in February 1998. 

Stormwater Quality Design Manual 

• Completed Volume 2 (Hydrology Standards) of the City/County Drainage Manuals in 
December 1996, which provides the accepted methods for estimating runoff peak flows and 
volumes for design of drainage facilities and determining the optimum volume of storage for 
water quality detention basins. 

• In 1996/97, conducted the Volume 5 Work Group, comprised of four private engineering 
firms that reviewed and critiqued the design criteria and control measures in the Draft 
Volume 5 (Standards for Design of New Development On-site Stormwater Quality Control 
Measures) of the City/County Drainage Manuals, January 1995. 

• Completed Volume 4 (Manual of Standards for Design of Joint Use Stormwater Detention 
Facilities) of the City/County Drainage Manuals in 1997/98. The manual provides standards 
for design, operation and maintenance of joint-use park/detention facilities. 

• Completed North Natomas Drainage Design and Procedures Manual in 1997/98. The manual 
includes criteria for the control of urban runoff pollutants from new developments on a 
regional basis. This manual requires stormwater quality control facilities for low-intensity 
storms and initial flows from larger storms (i.e., first flush) as well as natural processes for 
non-storm flows, irrigation runoff and dry weather conditions. The regional stormwater 
criteria from this manual were incorporated into the 2007 Stormwater Quality Design Manual 
for Sacramento and South Placer Regions. 

• Participated in workgroup to incorporate stormwater requirements and control measures into 
existing ordinances and guidance manuals for parking lot tree shade and multifamily housing 
in 1998/99. 

• Completed the Guidance Manual for On-site Stormwater Quality Control Measures in 
January 2000. This manual had previously been known and utilized as Volume 5 (Standards 
for Design of New Development On-site Stormwater Quality Control Measures) of the 
City/County Drainage Manuals during its draft stages. 

• Completed the Stormwater Quality Design Manual for Sacramento and South Placer Regions 
in May 2007, which is the current manual. The manual includes the stormwater quality 
requirements for new developments and significant redevelopments, numeric sizing criteria 
and design and maintenance criteria for source controls, runoff reduction measures and 
treatment controls. 

Development Standards Plan 

• Prepared the Development Standards Plan (DSP) that was submitted to the Regional Board 
on December 1, 2003, and approved by the Regional Board in May 2005. The DSP included 
an overview of the development review process, existing development standards including a 
comparison to the stormwater Permit requirements, proposed amendments to the development 
standards, and an evaluation of the numeric sizing criteria for treatment controls. The DSP 
also included a review of existing planning procedures and codes and policies to determine if 
water quality protection principles listed in the Stormwater Permit were included. 

• The development standards were amended in May 2006. 
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Development Standard Implementation (Regional and On-site 
Stormwater Controls) 

Environmental Review Procedure 

• Began review of CEQA documents to ensure new developments address water quality 
mitigation measures for stormwater runoff in 1991/92. 

• Revised the Initial Study Checklist to consider potential stormwater quality impacts in June 
2003. 

Development Projects Review 

• Began conditioning projects during the entitlement process to comply with post-construction 
stormwater requirements in 1993. 

• Developed planning principles requiring the North Natomas Drainage Master Plan to 
formulate flood control and water quality alternatives for development of 7,000+ acres in 
1992. Using the water quality design criteria developed in 1997/98, drainage master plans 
were developed and basins were designed. The regional facilities in North Natomas include 
Basin Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6a, 6b, 7a, 7b, 8a, and 8c. The types of water quality features utilized 
in the basins are combination wet/dry water quality basins, dry extended detention basins, 
low flow channels, and micropools. Maintenance plans have been prepared for several of 
these basins. 

• Began incorporating regional water quality detention basins into the 500+ acre Jacinto Creek 
Planning Area in 1993/94. Regional water quality ponds have been incorporated into Laguna 
Vega North and South, Laguna Vista, and Sheldon Farms. 

• Stormwater Treatment Device Maintenance 

• Completed and began utilizing a “Stormwater Treatment Device Access and Maintenance 
Agreement” in 1995/96 to ensure that property owners commit to long-term maintenance for 
on-site structural control measures. 

• As of May 2006, maintenance agreements are required for all treatment control measures. 

• Sent letters annually requesting inspection and maintenance records for proprietary devices 
installed on private property from June 2001 through 2008 to ensure that devices are being 
maintained. 

• Trained and tasked student interns and started field visit and inspections of the post-
construction site treatment control measures. 

• Incorporated various on-site stormwater treatment control measures into the drainage systems 
for private development projects since 1995. These control measures include vegetated 
swales, Fossil Filter catch basin insert, CDS Filters, Jensen/Tiechert Interceptors, Jensen 
Storm Vault, Stormceptor, and Vortech. These devices have been installed at various 
development projects, including retail centers, office parks, equipment rental facilities, and 
manufacturing facilities. 

Technical Review and Assistance 

• Provided technical support to Department of Transportation on stormwater quality design 
using vegetative swales and stormwater planters for the Dixieanne Green Street project in 
2008. 
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• Provided information and review of the draft 2030 General Plan and MEIR in 2008. 2030 
General Plan was adopted March 3, 2009 and incorporated water quality and watershed 
protection principals into City wide policy. 

• Working with other Permittees and completed HMP pilot study for Elder Creek watershed in 
south Sacramento County in 08/09. 

• Completed HMP work plan in 2009. 

Training and Outreach 

• Completed renderings of on-site control measures (Vegetated Swale, Infiltration Trench and 
Interceptor) in 1995/96. These renderings were completed to demonstrate how stormwater 
control measures could be incorporated into actual development projects. They were used in 
training City staff and the development community. 

Outreach to development and construction community 

• Conducted outreach to the development community on post construction stormwater quality 
requirements in 1996/97 and again in 1998/99. The presentations included information on 
City policy, standard conditions, recommended source control and treatment control 
measures, and reference materials. The 1996/97 audiences included the Consulting Engineers 
and Land Surveyors of California (CELSOC) and American Society of Landscape Architects 
(ASLA). The 1998/99 audiences included CELSOC; ASLA; American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE); Building Industry Association (BIA); and private architectural, planning 
and engineering consulting firms. 

• Prepared and distributed newsletter in 1998/99 to explain the need to incorporate stormwater 
quality control measures in the development planning process. 

• Co-sponsored a Low Impact Development (LID) Workshop – Better Site Design on May 19, 
2004 with the Permittees. 

• Conducted outreach to the development community on the revised development standards 
and new regional Stormwater Design Manual in 2006/07. Outreach included creation and 
distribution of Project Update Fact Sheets, articles and notices through the professional 
organizations such as BIA, CELSOC, AIA, APA and ASLA, and presentations. A 
presentation was given to BIA in February 2007 and two public workshops were held in 
March 2007. Staff also presented the information to the City’s Development Oversight 
Committee in April 2006 and June 2007. 

• Conducted outreach to development communities through the NPDES compliance and 
SWPPP training sponsored by Thunder Mountain Enterprises, Inc. on September 27, 2007 
and January 16, 2008 at two locations (Folsom, Sacramento). City presented low impact 
development and the new requirements in the NPDES permit. 

Training to municipal staff 

• Conducted training/coordination meetings with City planners, plan checking staff and 
inspectors from the Planning, Public Works, Building, and Utilities departments beginning in 
1996. 

• Meetings introduced the new on-site guidance manual and post-construction requirements to 
the Planning Department Environmental and Development Services staff in May 2000 and 
Public Works Department Architectural, Design and Inspection Sections in June 2000. 
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• Conducted annual training from December 2004 through 2007/08 for municipal staff whose 
jobs are engaged in development planning. Staff targeted included various departments such 
as the Department of General Services (Facility Design), Parks and Recreation (landscape 
architects), Planning (Long Range, Current, Environmental) Transportation (project 
managers), Utilities (development review staff) and Development Services (Matrix staff). 

• Conducted internal workshop for Program Staff and Development Review staff from all 
Permittees on Hydromodification Management on January 28, 2009 and provided 
preliminary information of HMP pilot study. 

Conference Presentations 

• Conducted a presentation of the City’s Development Standards and a field tour of the North 
Natomas Basins for the “California Nonpoint Source Conference, Demonstrating Nonpoint 
Source Solutions” on October 25, 2001. 

• Participated in the Water Board’s “Conducting Audits of Municipal Storm Water Programs” 
workshop by presenting information on the City’s new development stormwater quality 
requirements and review process in March 2004. 

Special Studies 

• Conducted an Oil/Water Separator Study at the Northside Subdivision. The study was 
planned in 1993, and monitoring began in 1994/95 rainy season. 

• Conducted stormwater settling tests during the 1993/94 and 1994/95 wet season to determine 
the settling rates of solids, metals and other parameters associated with Sacramento urban 
runoff. 

• Completed the NDMP Stormwater Control Measure Study Work Plan in 1995/96, which 
included a literature review of effectiveness data on all control measures included in the draft 
January 1995 Volume 5 of the City/County Drainage Manual, and suggested BMP studies to 
be conducted in the Sacramento area. 

• Conducted NDMP Inlet/In-line Control Measure Study from 1996-1999. Four storms were 
monitored for a Tiechert Stormwater Interceptor and a Fossil Filter catch basin insert in 
1997/98, and five storm events were monitored for the Stormwater Interceptor in 1998/99. 
The results were summarized in the Inlet/In-line Control Measure Study Report 1998-99, 
dated October 1999. 

• Conducted a Detention Basin Study (Brown Road Detention Basin) to evaluate the 
performance of dry extended stormwater detention basins in removing urban runoff 
pollutants. The study collected samples from 18 storm events from 1997 through 2001. The 
study concluded that the basin is substantially effective in reducing concentrations of many 
important stormwater pollutants in the solid/particulate form, but is less effective at reducing 
dissolved constituents and bacteria. Total suspended solids and total copper, lead and zinc 
showed statistically significant reduction between the inlet and outlet of the basin. The full 
report is included in the 2001/2002 Annual Monitoring Report (December 1, 2002). 

• Conducted NDMP Control Measure Literature Review Update in 1997/98. The update 
included gathering information on vegetated control measure studies, new information from 
the 1996 Literature Review’s “Ongoing Studies List,” and recommended vegetation for 
vegetated swales and filter strips. 
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• Conducted a Landscape Control Measure Study (Vegetated Swale), which was initiated in 
1997. Two storm events were monitored at the Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
(SMUD) parking lot facility in 1998/99, and a summary report was completed entitled 
NDMP Vegetated Landscape Control Measure Study Report 1998/99 (dated October 1999). 
Effluent sampling was difficult at the SMUD facility because the vegetated swale system 
effectively reduced run-off through infiltration. A new site was selected at an office building 
on Expo Parkway. Eleven storm events were monitored from late 1999 through May 2002. 
The final report is included in the 2001/2002 Annual Monitoring Report (December 1, 2002). 

• Completed the Investigation of Structural Control Measures for New Development Final 
Report in November 1999. This study obtained and evaluated the performance data of 14 new 
development proprietary control devices and four public domain measures. The objective of 
this study was to identify both control measures considered acceptable for installation in the 
Sacramento area and information needs. An update of the initial study, including the original 
14 manufacturers and 17 new manufacturers, was initiated in 2001. A draft report was 
prepared, including a peer review of the report by an independent consultant. Updated 
procedures and approved several devices in 2003 and 2005. 

• Allowed the installation of several proprietary devices in 1999/00 that needed additional 
performance data and required the developer to conduct monitoring studies. 

• Began dry weather sampling of North Natomas Basin Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7a in September 1999. 
Dry weather grab samples were collected in September 1999; July, August, September and 
October 2000; April, June and August 2001; and March and June 2002. Wet weather grab 
samples were collected at Basin 7a on January 10 and 25, February 17, March 4, and April 6, 
2001; and March 6, 9 and 22, 2002. 

• Completed the Wet Water Quality Detention Basin Effectiveness Study Work Plan in 
September 2003. 

• Completed the Erosion Potential Study in December 2004. 
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Public Education and Outreach Element 
Accomplishments 

Outreach to General Public and Target Sectors 

• Initiated Volunteer Storm Drain Stenciling program in 1993. Approximately 1,000 storm 
drain inlets are stenciled each year with a “No Dumping – Flows to River” message in semi-
permanent (12-18 months) water-based spray paint. 

• Conducted biannual public opinions since 1994 to determine the effectiveness of outreach 
activities. 

• Attended public events since 1993. Provided an educational booth at local community events 
for distribution of materials and an interactive demonstration on stormwater pollution 
prevention. 

• Developed and implemented Community Action Grant Program, which has been ongoing 
since 1996. Four to six grants each year have been awarded to local schools, agencies, 
associations, or clubs for promoting the protection of local waterways through stormwater 
pollution prevention. 

• Conducted Pesticide Use Public Opinion Survey in 1997, providing baseline for pesticide 
toxicity control outreach evaluation. 

• Provided permanent stormwater pollution prevention exhibits for the Sacramento and Folsom 
Zoos in 1997. 

• Initiated partnership with the Sacramento Zoo in 1999, which included water quality 
curriculum in the Zoo’s classroom outreach and Zoomobile programs. 

• Installed permanent stormwater playground at the Sacramento Zoo in 1999 and added to the 
playground in 2003. 

• Developed Stormwater website in 1998. 

• Conducted multimedia outreach campaign using recognizable mascot “Sammy Salmon” to 
deliver water pollution prevention key messages since 1998. 

• Provided multiethnic outreach through electronic and print media since 1998. 

• Developed and implemented the CWBP Program for two industries, carpet cleaners and 
landscapers, since 1998. Added mobile pressure washers to CWBP in 2003. 

• Created and placed electronic stormwater model on display in various public buildings 
throughout the year since 1997. 

• Developed Water Wise Pest Control program in 2000 to decrease pesticide toxicity in local 
waterways. The program is a partnership with the University of California (UC) IPM 
program and UC Extension Master Gardener Program and is funded through a grant from 
CALFED. 

• Joined state-wide IPM program, ‘Our Water, Our World’ in 2005. 

• Awarded an U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) grant in 2001. 

• Partnered with the California Integrated Waste Management Board and other City 
departments on a public outreach program to reduce stormwater and greenwaste pollution and 
increase water conservation in North Natomas. 
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Outreach to Schools 

• Assisted in development and implementation of stormwater curriculum (Splash Program) 
based on math and science for middle school and high school children to foster 
environmental awareness since 1999. 

• Developed and implemented Stormwater Classroom Presentations to elementary school 
students since 1999. Presentations introduced the water cycle, aquatic food chain, and 
concept of environmental stewardship. Expanded program from 600 students in 1999 to over 
6,000 students by 2003. 

• Worked with the Sacramento Theatre Company to produce regional water conservation/ 
water quality musical production performed at public festivals and 75 schools during the 
spring of 2003. 

Outreach to Public Officials and Municipal Operations 

• Received City Council recognition in the form of proclamations presented to businesses and 
agencies that have done an outstanding job promoting water quality protection since 1998. 

• Actively participated annually in National Pollution Prevention Week. 

Outreach Involving Statewide Regional Activities 

• Actively participated in the California Stormwater Quality Association Public Information 
and Public Participation committee. 

• Was instrumental in developing the Central Valley Stormwater Public Outreach Group in 
1999-2000, a professional network focused on stormwater issues unique to this area. 

• Provided City staff who served as co-chair for the Public Outreach Committee of the 
California Regional Environmental Education Community Network, Capital Region from 
1999-2000. 

• Represented the California Stormwater Quality Association Public Information and Public 
Participation Committee at the EPA Consumer Labeling Initiative Committee’s “Read the 
Label First” campaign conference call meetings in 2000. 

• Shared information on the development and implementation of City of Sacramento 
Stormwater outreach programs at meetings of the California Stormwater Quality Association, 
California Water Environment Association, California Interagency Education Network, 
Sacramento Valley Broadcasters Association, and the 1999 California YMCA Youth in 
Legislature Symposium, and to numerous Phase II communities in northern California. 
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Watershed Stewardship Element Accomplishments 
• Developed the 1988 Laguna and Jacinto Creek stream restoration project, which included 

incorporation of wetlands in channel features and vernal pools in overbanks. 

• Developed the1999 Jacinto Creek Planning Area Project, which included channel 
enhancements, re-establishment of vegetation, and wet detention basin water quality features. 

• Developed the 1999 Royal Oaks Drain project, which provided water quality features and 
enhanced existing wetland. 

• Completed design of Hagginwood Creek detention basin project in 2000, which includes 
stream restoration and incorporation of water quality features. 

• Provided funding opportunities for citizen monitoring, training and school adopt-a-creek 
activities from 1997 to present through the City of Sacramento Stormwater Management 
Program’s Community Action Grant Program. Several creeks clean-up, restoration and 
educational efforts have been sponsored to date. 

• Continued development and implementation of the Splash Program for water pollution 
prevention, geared for grades 5-12. 

• Participated in community events since 1993, including sponsorship of the Sacramento Urban 
Creeks Council’s Creek Week. 

• Serve on the Board of Trustees of the Sacramento River Watershed Program since 2008. 

• Participated through the Department of Utilities in City of Sacramento planning activities. 
The department works with various City departments to encourage inclusion of water quality 
features when feasible. Projects considered include creek restoration and development of 
water features for flood control. 

• Began Arcade Creek Watershed Management Program with numerous other City, County, 
state, and regional entities. Organized watershed management stakeholders group in 2001. 
Completed Arcade Creek feasibility study and Arcade Creek Watershed Management Plan in 
2003. Received State Prop 50 grant in 2004 for additional watershed work, including 
construction of a wetland-filtration detention basin. 
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Chapter 13.16 STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND DISCHARGE CONTROL  

 

13.16.010 Title. 

     This chapter shall be known as the Stormwater Management and Discharge Control 
Code. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.101) 

  

13.16.020 Purpose and intent. 

     The purpose of this chapter is to protect and promote the health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of the city by controlling nonstormwater discharges to the 
stormwater conveyance system, by eliminating discharges to the stormwater conveyance 
system from- spills, dumping, or disposal of materials other than stormwater, and by 
reducing pollutants in urban stormwater discharges to the maximum extent practicable. 
This chapter is intended to assist in the protection and enhancement of the water quality 
of watercourses, water bodies, and wetlands in a manner pursuant to and consistent with 
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et 
seq.), Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (California Water Code Section 13000 
et seq.) and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. 
CAS082597, as such permit is amended and/or renewed. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 
98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.102) 

  

13.16.030 Definitions. 

     A.     The following words, when used in this chapter, shall have the following 
meanings: 

     “Basin plan” means the water quality control plan for Basin 5A and SB, adopted by 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region in July 1975, and all 
subsequent amendments. 

     “Best management practices” means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, 
general good housekeeping practices, pollution prevention and education practices, 
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce to the 
maximum extent practicable the discharge of pollutants directly or indirectly to waters of 
the United States. Best management practices also include treatment requirements, 
operating procedures, and practices to control plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge 
or waste disposal, and drainage from raw materials storage. 

     “City” means the city of Sacramento. 

     “City manager” means the city manager of the city, or his or her authorized designee. 

     “Commercial and industrial facilities” means commercial and industrial facilities 
regulated pursuant to the Commercial/Industrial Program requirements specified in 
Section C.9 of NPDES Permit No. CA5082597. 



     “Construction general permit” means the General Permit for Stormwater Discharges 
Associated with Construction Activities issued and administered by the State of 
California in accordance with applicable provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act and 
the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. 

     “County stormwater ordinance” means the County of Sacramento’s Stormwater 
Management and Discharge Control Code, set forth in Chapter 15.12 of the Sacramento 
County Code, and all subsequent amendments. 

     “Development” means the construction, building or placement of any structure or 
portion thereof, or any excavation or grading. 

     “Director” means the director of the city department of utilities or his or her 
authorized designee. 

     “Employee training program” means a documented employee training program that a 
business may be required to implement pursuant to a stormwater pollution prevention 
plan for the purpose of educating its employees on methods of reducing discharge of 
pollutants to the stormwater conveyance system. 

     “Enforcement agency” means the city department of utilities or any other city 
department authorized to enforce compliance with this chapter. If the city council and the 
governing body of another public agency enter into an agreement authorizing that agency 
to administer and/or enforce some or all of the provisions of this chapter, “enforcement 
agency” also shall mean the agency designated in the agreement as the agency 
responsible for administering and enforcing the provisions of this chapter, as provided in 
the agreement. 

     “Enforcement official” means the director or any employee or agent of the city 
authorized to enforce compliance with this chapter. If the city council and the governing 
body of another public agency enter into an agreement authorizing that agency to 
administer and/or enforce some or all of the provisions of this chapter, “enforcement 
official” also shall mean the authorized official(s) of the agency designated in the 
agreement as the agency responsible for administering and enforcing the provisions of 
this chapter, as provided in the agreement. 

     “Illegal discharge” means any discharge to the stormwater conveyance system that 
violates this chapter, or is prohibited by federal, state, or local laws, or which degrades 
the quality of receiving waters in violation of any plan standard. 

     “Industrial general permit” means the General Permit for Stormwater Discharges 
Associated with Industrial Activities issued and administered by the State of California in 
accordance with applicable provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act and the Porter-
Cologne Water Quality Control Act. 

     “NPDES permit” means a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit 
issued by the Regional Water Quality Control Board or the State Water Resources 
Control Board pursuant to Division 7, Chapter 5.5 of the California Water Code 
(commencing with Section 13370) to control discharges from point sources to waters of 
the United States. 



     “Noncommercial vehicle washing” means the washing and/or rinsing of passenger 
vehicles on private property that is not being conducted as a commercial enterprise. 

     “Nonstormwater discharge” means any discharge to the stormwater conveyance 
system that is not entirely composed of stormwater. 

     “Order 2002-0206” means Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley 
Region Order No. R5-2002-0206, which constitutes NPDES Permit No. CAS082597, 
together with all amendments and renewals, on file in the office of the city clerk. 

     “Person” means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, business, public agency, or 
any other public or private entity. 

     “Plan standard” means any or all applicable requirements of the basin plan or any 
other water quality control standard or requirement approved by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, the State Water Resources Control Board 
or the federal Environmental Protection Agency that applies to any of the receiving 
waters. 

     “Pollutant” means any contaminant that can degrade the quality of the receiving 
waters in violation of any plan standard. 

     “Premises” means any building, lot, parcel, land or portion of land whether improved 
or unimproved. 

     “Receiving waters” means surface bodies of water as described in Order 2002-0206, 
including creeks and rivers, that serve as discharge points for the stormwater conveyance 
system. 

     “Stormwater” means surface runoff and drainage associated with storm events that is 
free of pollutants to the maximum extent practicable. 

     “Stormwater conveyance system” means those artificial and natural facilities within 
the city, whether publicly or privately owned, by which stormwater may be conveyed to a 
watercourse or waters of the United States, including any roads with drainage systems, 
streets, catch basins, natural and artificial channels, aqueducts, stream beds, gullies, 
curbs, gutters, ditches, open fields, parking lots, impervious surfaces used for parking, 
and natural and artificial channels or storm drains. “Stormwater conveyance system” does 
not include any facilities that convey stormwater to the city’s combined sewer system 
that collects and conveys both sanitary sewage and stormwater and surface runoff for 
treatment in accordance with applicable sewage treatment requirements, and that is 
regulated by Chapter 13.08 of this code in accordance with the provisions of a separate 
NPDES permit issued to the city for the combined sewer system. 

     “Stormwater pollution prevention plan” means a document that describes the best 
management practices to be implemented by the owner or operator of a business to 
eliminate prohibited nonstormwater discharges and/or reduce to the maximum extent 
practicable pollutant discharges to the stormwater conveyance system. 

     “Unauthorized connection” means any physical connection to the stormwater 
conveyance system that is not authorized by the city and the Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, Central Valley Region. 



     “Watercourse” means any natural stream, whether flowing continuously or not, that is 
fed from permanent or natural sources, and includes, without limitation rivers, creeks, 
runs, and rivulets. 

     B.     Any term(s) defined in the Federal Clean Water Act, as amended, and/or defined 
in the regulations for the stormwater discharge permitting program issued by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, as amended, and that are not specifically defined in 
subsection A of this section shall, when used in this chapter, have the same meaning as 
set forth in such act or regulations. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): 
prior code § 87.01.103) 

  

13.16.040 Conflicts with other laws. 

     In the event of any conflict between this chapter and any federal or state law, 
regulation, order, or permit, the requirement that establishes the higher standard for 
public health or safety shall govern. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude enforcement of 
any other applicable law, regulation, order, or permit. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-
007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.104) 

  

13.16.050 Discharge of nonstormwater prohibited. 

     Except as provided in Section 13.16.060 of this chapter, it is unlawful for any person 
to make or cause to be made any nonstormwater discharge. Notwithstanding the 
exemptions provided by subsections A and B of Section 13.16.060 of this chapter, if the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board or the enforcement official determines that any 
otherwise exempt discharge causes or significantly contributes to violations of any plan 
standard, or conveys significant quantities of pollutants to any receiving waters, or is a 
nuisance or poses a risk to public health or safety, it is unlawful for any person to make 
or cause to be made such discharge to the stormwater conveyance system. (Ord. 2004-
042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.105) 

  

13.16.060 Exceptions to discharge prohibition. 

     Subject to the authority granted to the Regional Water Quality Control Board and the 
enforcement official in Section 13.16.050 of this chapter, the following discharges to the 
stormwater conveyance system are exempt from the prohibition set forth in Section 
13.16.050 of this chapter. 

     A.     Any discharge or connection regulated under a NPDES permit issued to the 
discharger and administered by the state of California pursuant to Division 7, Chapter 5.5 
of the California Water Code, provided that the discharger is in compliance with all 
requirements of the permit and all other applicable laws and regulations. 

     B.     Discharges from the following activities that do not cause or contribute to the 
violation of any plan standard: 

     1.      Potable water line flushing and other discharges from potable water sources; 



     2.      Landscape irrigation and lawn watering; 

     3.      Rising ground waters or springs; 

     4.      Passive foundation and footing drains; 

     5.      Water from crawl space pumps and basement pumps; 

     6.      Air conditioning condensate; 

     7.      Noncommercial vehicle washing; 

     8.      Natural flows from riparian habitats and wetlands; 

     9.      Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges that do not contain biocides or other 
chemicals, excluding filter backwash water; 

     10.   Flows from fire suppression activities, including fire hydrant flows; 

     11.   Diverted stream flows; 

     12.   Uncontaminated ground water infiltration to separate storm sewers; and 

     13.   Potable water used to wash sediment from streets and parking lots associated 
with construction sites that have been issued a street washing certification by the 
Department of Utilities and have implemented required best management practices. 

     C.     Any discharge that the enforcement official, the local health officer, or the 
Regional Water Quality Control Board determines in writing is necessary for the 
protection of the public health and safety. 

     D.     Any discharge caused by flooding or other natural disaster that could not have 
been reasonably foreseen or mitigated in advance by the discharger, as determined by the 
enforcement official. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 
87.01.106) 

  

13.16.070 Groundwater discharges. 

     Discharges of pumped groundwater not subject to a NPDES permit may be permitted 
to discharge to the stormwater conveyance system upon written approval from the city 
and in compliance with conditions of approval set forth by the city. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 
(part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.107) 

  

13.16.080 Discharge in violation of permit. 

     It is unlawful and a violation of this chapter for any person to make or cause any 
discharge to the stormwater conveyance system that results in or contributes to a 
violation of Order 2002-0206. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior 
code § 87.01.108) 

  

13.16.090 Illicit connections prohibited. 



     It is unlawful and a violation of this chapter for any person to establish, use, or 
maintain any unauthorized connection. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part): Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): 
prior code § 87.01.109) 

  

13.16.100 Concealment and abetting. 

     It is unlawful and a violation of this chapter to cause, permit, aid, abet or conceal a 
violation of any provision of this chapter. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 
(part): prior code § 87.01.101) 

  

13.16.110 Acts potentially resulting in violation of Federal Clean Water Act and/or 
Porter-Cologne Act. 

     Any person who violates any provision of this chapter or any provision of any permit 
issued pursuant to this chapter or any cease and desist order, prohibition, or effluent 
limitation, or who discharges waste or wastewater that contains pollutants, may also be in 
violation of the Federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.) and/or Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Control Act (California Water Code Section 13000 et seq.) and may be 
subject to the sanctions and remedies of those acts including civil and criminal penalties. 
The provisions or enforcement of this chapter shall not affect or limit in any way the 
applicability of those acts nor the enforcement of any sanctions, remedies or penalties 
under those acts. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 
87.01.111) 

  

13.16.120 Reduction of pollutants in stormwater. 

     Any person engaged in activities that may result in pollutants entering the stormwater 
conveyance system shall, to the maximum extent practicable, undertake the measures set 
forth below to reduce the risk of nonstormwater discharge and/or pollutant discharge. 

     A.     Business Related Activities. 

     1.      Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. The enforcement official may require any 
business in the city engaged in activities that may result in a nonstormwater discharge to 
develop and implement a stormwater pollution prevention plan, that must include an 
employee training program. Business activities that may require a stormwater pollution 
prevention plan include, but are not limited to, maintenance, storage, manufacturing, 
assembly, equipment operations, vehicle loading or fueling, and cleanup procedures that 
are carried out partially or wholly outdoors. 

     2.      Coordination with Hazardous Materials Release Response Plans and Inventory. 
Any business for which a hazardous materials release response plan and inventory are 
required under Chapter 6.95 (commencing with Section 25500) of Division 20 of the 
California Health and Safety Code, shall include in that plan provisions demonstrating 
compliance with this chapter, and requiring the release of pollutants to be reduced to the 
maximum extent practicable. 



     3.      Coordination with Hazardous Waste Generator Contingency Plan and 
Emergency Procedures. Any business for which a hazardous waste generator contingency 
plan and emergency procedures are required pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 
Title 22, Sections 66265.51 to 66265.56, shall include in that plan provisions 
demonstrating compliance with this chapter, and requiring the release of pollutants to be 
reduced to the maximum extent practicable. 

     4.      Any person conducting business or industrial activities in the city shall prevent 
pollutants from entering the stormwater conveyance system and shall comply with all 
applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances or regulations. 

     B.     Development. 

     1.      The enforcement official may establish and impose such controls as the 
enforcement official determines to be appropriate to minimize the long-term, post-
construction discharge of stormwater pollutants from new development or modifications 
to existing development. Controls may include source control measures to prevent 
pollution of stormwater and/or treatment controls designed to remove pollutants from 
stormwater. 

     2.      Any person conducting development in the city shall prevent pollutants from 
entering the stormwater conveyance system and shall comply with all applicable federal, 
state and local laws, ordinances or regulations, including but not limited to the City 
Grading, Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance set forth in Chapter 15.88 of this code. 

     C.     Compliance with General Permits. Any person conducting business, industrial, 
construction or development activities that are subject to a general stormwater permit 
issued by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, the State Water Resources 
Control Board, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region or the 
city of Sacramento, including the construction general permit and the industrial general 
permit, shall comply with all requirements of such permit. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); 
Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.112) 

  

13.16.130 Compliance with best management practices. 

     Every person undertaking any activity or use of a premises that may cause or 
contribute to stormwater pollution or contamination, illegal discharges, or nonstormwater 
discharges shall: (1) comply with best management practices guidelines or pollution 
control requirements established or imposed by the enforcement official; and (2) properly 
operate and maintain any treatment control device or other measures utilized on the 
premises to prevent or reduce, to the maximum extent practicable, stormwater pollution 
or contamination, illegal discharges or nonstormwater discharges, as required by the 
enforcement official. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part)) 

  

13.16.140 Containment and notification of spills. 

     Any person owning or occupying a premises who has knowledge of any release of 
pollutants or prohibited nonstormwater discharge from the premises that might enter the 
stormwater conveyance system, other than a release or discharge that is permitted by this 



chapter, shall immediately take all reasonable action to contain and abate the release of 
any pollutants or prohibited nonstormwater discharge, and shall notify the enforcement 
agency as soon as reasonably possible of the release of any pollutants or prohibited 
nonstormwater discharge. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part)) 

  

13.16.150 Commercial and industrial facilities—Inspection and enforcement by 
Sacramento County. 

     A.     The city and Sacramento County are co-permittees under NPDES Permit No. 
CA5082597. The permit requires regular compliance inspections and enforcement at 
certain commercial and industrial facilities as defined by the permit. Sacramento County 
operates an inspection, investigation and enforcement program that enforces compliance 
with environmental and water quality requirements by commercial and industrial 
facilities located within the County. 

     B.     Under Article 11, Section 8 of the California Constitution, and applicable 
provisions of the city and Sacramento County Charters, the city and Sacramento County 
may enter into agreements for Sacramento County to perform specified municipal 
functions within the city. 

     C.     To provide for effective and efficient administration and enforcement of this 
chapter with respect to commercial and industrial facilities located on premises within the 
city that discharge to the stormwater conveyance system, and to ensure compliance with 
Order 2002-0206, the city council and the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors may 
enter into an agreement or agreements for Sacramento County to administer and enforce 
the provisions of this chapter with respect to these commercial and industrial facilities, by 
including these commercial and industrial facilities in Sacramento County’s commercial 
and industrial compliance program. If the city council and the Sacramento County Board 
of Supervisors enter into such an agreement or agreements: 

     1.      Sacramento County and its authorized official(s) and employee(s) shall enforce 
the provisions of this chapter as they apply to commercial and industrial facilities located 
on premises within the city that discharge to the stormwater conveyance system, in 
accordance with the provisions of the agreement(s); and 

     2.      Sacramento County, and its authorized official(s) and employee(s), shall be 
authorized to take any action that may be taken by the “enforcement agency” and 
“enforcement official,” respectively, with respect to these commercial and industrial 
facilities, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and the agreement(s); and 

     3.      Sacramento County may establish and collect from these commercial and 
industrial facilities such fees as may be necessary to cover the actual costs incurred by 
Sacramento County to include facilities in its commercial and industrial compliance 
program, provided that the fees are established and collected uniformly within and 
outside of the city, and in accordance with the provisions of the agreement(s) and all 
applicable legal requirements. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part)) 

  

13.16.160 Inspection authority. 



     Whenever necessary to make an inspection of any building or premises to enforce any 
of the provisions of this chapter, or whenever an authorized enforcement official has 
reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any 
condition that constitutes a violation of this chapter, the enforcement official may enter 
such building or premises at all reasonable times to perform an inspection, as well as any 
of the other activities authorized by this section. Any request for entry shall state that the 
property owner or occupant has the right to refuse entry and if entry is refused, entry may 
be made upon issuance of a judicial order. If the owner or occupant refuses entry after 
this request has been made, the enforcement official is empowered to seek authorization 
from any court of competent jurisdiction for such entry. The enforcement official may 
request a judicial order authorizing and/or compelling the performance of some or all of 
the activities authorized by this section. 

     During any inspection, the enforcement official may collect samples as necessary in 
order to implement and enforce the provisions of this chapter. This authority shall include 
the right to require the installation of sampling and metering devices on private property, 
or to require the person owning or occupying the premises to supply samples. 

     During any inspection, the enforcement official may require the person owning or 
occupying the premises to provide any and all records relating to any potential 
stormwater contamination, illegal discharge, nonstormwater discharge or other violation 
of this chapter, for review and copying. 

     The enforcement official shall identify buildings or premises for inspection based 
upon such reasonable selection processes as the enforcement official determines to be 
necessary to carry out the objectives of this chapter, including but not limited to: random 
sampling; sampling in areas with evidence of stormwater contamination, illegal 
discharge, or nonstormwater discharge to the stormwater conveyance system; and similar 
factors. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part): Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.101) 

  

13.16.170 Monitoring, analysis and reporting authority. 

     Whenever an authorized enforcement official has reasonable cause to believe that 
there may exist on any premises a condition that constitutes a violation of this chapter, 
the enforcement official may require monitoring, analysis and/or reporting of discharges 
from the premises to the stormwater conveyance system, by serving a written notice of 
such requirement(s) on the owner of the premises or on the operator of a facility or 
activity on the premises. The cost of complying with these requirements shall be borne by 
the owner of the premises or the operator of the facility or activity for which monitoring, 
analysis and/or reporting has been required, to the extent permitted by law. (Ord. 2004-
042 § 1 (part)) 

  

13.16.180 Enforcement. 

     In addition to the exercise of enforcement powers authorized or provided elsewhere in 
this code, this chapter may be enforced by any of the means set forth in this section. 

     A.     Abatement. 



     1.      Any discharge or condition violating any of the provisions of this chapter is a 
threat to the public health, safety and welfare and constitutes a public nuisance. 

     2.      The enforcement official may commence and carry out proceedings for the 
abatement of any discharge or condition violating any provision of this chapter, in 
accordance with the provisions of Articles V and VI of Chapter 8.04 of this code, 
commencing with Section 8.04.110 of this code. Such actions or decisions of the 
enforcement official shall be subject to appeal as provided for in Article V and Article VI 
of Chapter 8.04 of this code. The notice and order issued by the enforcement official 
under Section 8.04.110 of this code may require the owner and/or occupant of the subject 
premises to take any or all of the following actions: 

     i.       Submit and implement a plan approved by the enforcement official for the 
correction and prevention of the discharge or condition violating any provision of this 
chapter; 

     ii.      Cease and desist all activities that may cause or contribute to any discharge or 
condition violating any provision of this chapter; 

     iii.     Clean up any release of pollutants causing or resulting from the violation of any 
provision of this chapter; 

     iv.     Mitigate any circumstances that may cause or contribute to any discharge or 
condition violating any provision of this chapter; and 

     v.      Adopt and implement best management practices and/or a stormwater pollution 
prevention plan approved by the enforcement official. 

     3.      If any violation of this chapter constitutes a seasonal and recurrent nuisance, the 
enforcement official shall so declare in the notice and order issued pursuant to subsection 
2, above. Thereafter, the owner or occupant of the subject premises shall abate such 
seasonal and recurrent nuisance every year without the necessity of any further notice and 
order. If at any time the nuisance is not abated as required herein, the enforcement 
official may summarily abate the condition in accordance with the provisions of Article 
VII of Chapter 8.04 of this code, commencing with Section 8.04.330 of this code. 

     4.      When, in the opinion of the enforcement official, any discharge from any source 
to the stormwater conveyance system causes or threatens to cause a condition that 
presents an imminent hazard to the public health, safety, or welfare, or the environment, 
or a violation of a NPDES permit, the enforcement official may issue a notice requiring 
the owner or occupant of the premises where the discharge is occurring to immediately 
abate the discharge. In any case where the discharge is not immediately abated, or for any 
reason the owner or occupant of the subject premises does not receive the notice, or the 
enforcement official determines that time constraints are such that abatement must occur 
without providing the notice, the enforcement official may summarily abate the condition 
in accordance with the provisions of Article VII of Chapter 8.04 of this code, 
commencing with Section 8.04.330 of this code. 

     5.      The owner of any premises in the city from which is made a discharge in 
violation of this chapter, and any person making or causing to be made the discharge, if 
different from the owner, shall be jointly and severally liable for the costs incurred by the 
city for any abatement, clean-up or restoration, including any related inspection and 



testing costs, arising from the discharge, and the cost therefor shall be invoiced to the 
owner of the premises. If the invoice is not paid within sixty (60) days, the enforcement 
official may commence proceedings for recovery of these costs in accordance with the 
provisions of Article VIII of Chapter 8.04 of this code, commencing with Section 
8.04.370 of this code. 

     B.     Civil Actions. 

     In addition to any other remedies or penalties provided in this chapter, any violation of 
this chapter may be enforced by civil action brought by the city attorney. In any such 
action, the city may seek, as appropriate, any or all available equitable and legal 
remedies, including but not limited to: 

     1.      A temporary and/or permanent injunction; 

     2.      Assessment of the violator for the costs of any investigation, inspection, testing 
or monitoring related to the violation, and for the reasonable costs of preparing and 
bringing legal action under this subsection, including attorney fees, whether for in-house 
or outside counsel; 

     3.      Costs incurred in removing, correcting, abating, cleaning up, or terminating the 
adverse effects resulting from the violation; 

     4.      Compensatory damages for damage, loss or destruction to water quality, 
wildlife, fish and aquatic life, or public health and safety; 

     5.      Payment or reimbursement of any governmental fines or penalties imposed on 
the city as a result of the violation; 

     6.      Civil penalties imposed either on a daily basis or a per gallon basis, but not both, 
for any discharge of nonstormwater to the stormwater conveyance system violating any 
provision of this chapter. Civil penalties imposed on a daily basis shall not exceed five 
thousand dollars ($5,000.00) for each day or portion of a day that the discharge occurs, 
and civil penalties imposed on a per gallon basis shall not exceed ten dollars ($10.00) for 
each gallon of the discharge. The amount of civil penalties imposed shall be determined 
by taking into consideration some or all of the following factors: the nature, 
circumstances, extent, and gravity of the discharge, whether the discharge is susceptible 
to cleanup or abatement, the degree of toxicity of the discharge, and, with respect to the 
violator, the ability to pay, the effect on its ability to continue in business, any voluntary 
cleanup efforts undertaken, any prior history of violations, the degree of culpability, the 
economic benefit or savings, if any, resulting from the violation, and such other matters 
as justice may require. 

     C.     Enforcement by Sacramento County. If the city council and the Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors enter into an agreement for Sacramento County to 
administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter with respect to commercial and 
industrial facilities located on premises within the city that discharge to the stormwater 
conveyance system, pursuant to Section 13.16.150 of this chapter, any administrative or 
civil enforcement by Sacramento County of any provision of this Chapter with respect to 
such facilities shall be governed by and conducted pursuant to Chapter 15.12 of the 
Sacramento County Code, and the provisions of subsections A and B of this section shall 
not apply. 



     D.     Criminal Violations. 

     1.      Any violation of this article shall be punishable as a misdemeanor. 

     2.      The enforcement official shall have and is vested with the authority to arrest or 
cite and release any person who violates any section of this chapter in the manner 
provided by the California Penal Code for the arrest or release on citation of 
misdemeanors or infractions as described by Chapters 5, 5(c), and 5(d) of Title 3, Part 2 
of the California Penal Code, including Section 853.6 (as the same may hereafter be 
amended). It is the intent of the city council that the immunities prescribed in Section 
836.5 of the California Penal Code be applicable to public officers or employees acting in 
the course and scope of employment pursuant to this chapter. 

     E.     Administrative Penalties. In addition to any other remedy or penalty set forth in 
this chapter or this code, administrative penalties may be imposed pursuant to applicable 
provisions of Title 1 of this code against any responsible party, whether owner, lessee, 
sublessor, sublessee or occupant of any premises in violation of any of the provisions of 
this chapter. Imposition, enforcement, collection and administrative review of 
administrative penalties imposed shall be conducted pursuant to Title I of this code. 

     F.      Remedies and Penalties Cumulative. The foregoing remedies and penalties are 
in addition to and do not supersede or limit any and all other remedies and penalties, civil 
or criminal, including any remedies or penalties authorized for violations of the Federal 
Clean Water Act or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 
(part): Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.118) 

  

13.16.190 Remedies not exclusive. 

     The remedies provided for in this chapter shall be cumulative and not exclusive. (Ord. 
2004-042 § 1 (part): Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.119) 

  

13.16.200 Appeal. 

     A.     If a decision or action of the enforcement official is not subject to an appeal 
procedure under any other provision of this chapter or code, any person who is affected 
by the enforcement official’s decision or action may appeal the decision or action to the 
city manager within ten (10) days following the effective date of the decision or action, 
by filing a written appeal with the city manager. Upon receipt of such appeal, the city 
manager may request a report and recommendation from the authorized enforcement 
official and shall set the matter for an informal hearing at the earliest practical date. Not 
less than seven days prior to the date of hearing, the city manager shall provide written 
notice of the hearing to the person appealing the decision or action of the enforcement 
official. At the hearing, the appellant may be represented by any person of appellant’s 
choice. The city manager shall hear any additional evidence presented by the appellant or 
the enforcement official, and may reject, affirm or modify the enforcement official’s 
decision. The city manager’s decision shall be the city’s final administrative 
determination of the matter. 



     B.     If the city council and the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors have 
approved an agreement for Sacramento County to administer and enforce the provisions 
of this chapter with respect to commercial and industrial facilities located on premises 
within the city that discharge to the stormwater conveyance system, pursuant to Section 
13.16.150 of this chapter, any appeal of any action taken by Sacramento County or its 
officers or employees with respect to such facilities shall be governed by and conducted 
pursuant to the Sacramento County Code, and the provisions of this section shall not 
apply. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part): Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.120) 

  

13.16.210 Disclaimer of liability. 

     The degree of protection required by this chapter is considered reasonable for 
regulatory purposes and is based on scientific, engineering, and other relevant technical 
considerations. The standards set forth herein are minimum standards and this chapter 
does not imply that compliance will ensure that there will be no unauthorized discharge 
of pollutants into the waters of the United States. This chapter shall not create liability on 
the part of the city or Sacramento County, nor their respective officers and employees, for 
any damages that result from reliance on the code or any administrative decision lawfully 
made thereunder. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 
87.01.121) 

  

13.16.220 City or county authority. 

     Except for decisions required to be made by the City Council and/or the Sacramento 
County Board of Supervisors, the enforcement official is authorized to make any decision 
on behalf of the city or Sacramento County, as applicable, required or called for by this 
chapter. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part): Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 87.01.122) 

  

13.16.230 Judicial review. 

     The provisions of California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.5 and Section 
1094.6 are applicable to judicial review of city or Sacramento County decisions pursuant 
to this chapter. (Ord. 2004-042 § 1 (part); Ord. 98-007 § 1 (part): prior code § 
87.01.1231) 

  

  

 



Title 15 BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION 
 
Chapter 15.88 GRADING, EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL  
 
Article I General Provisions and Requirements 
15.88.010 Title. 

     This chapter shall be known as the grading, erosion, and sediment control ordinance of 
the city of Sacramento, and shall be referred to herein as the “grading ordinance.” (Prior 
code § 9.31.1501) 

  

15.88.020 Purpose. 

     The grading ordinance is enacted for the purpose of regulating grading on property 
within the city limits of the city to safeguard life, limb, health, property and the public 
welfare; to avoid pollution of watercourses with nutrients, sediments, or other materials 
generated or caused by surface water runoff; to comply with the city’s national pollution 
discharge elimination system (NPDES) Permit No. CA0082597, provision D2, issued by 
the California regional water quality control board; and to ensure that the intended use of 
a graded site within the city limits is consistent with the city general plan, any specific 
plans adopted thereto and all applicable city ordinances and regulations. The grading 
ordinance is intended to control all aspects of grading operations within the city limits of 
the city. (Prior code § 9.31.1502) 

  

15.88.030 Scope. 

     The grading ordinance sets forth rules and regulations to control land disturbances, 
landfill, soil storage, pollution, and erosion and sedimentation resulting from construction 
activities. The grading ordinance establishes procedures for issuance, administration and 
enforcement of permits for such activities. Any grading within the city limits of the city 
shall conform to provisions of the grading ordinance and other applicable provisions of 
the city code, including but not limited to, the latest edition of the city standard 
specifications for public works construction, Sacramento city/county drainage manual, 
and city manual of standards and improvement standards. 

     The director shall adopt a manual of standards entitled “Administrative and Technical 
Procedures Manual for Grading, Erosion, and Sediment Control” setting forth the 
administrative procedures and technical requirements necessary to implement the 
provisions of the grading ordinance. The director shall have the authority to change, 
update or revise this manual as necessary at his or her sole discretion, to implement the 
provisions of the grading ordinance. (Prior code § 9.31.1503) 



  

15.88.040 Administration. 

     The grading ordinance shall be administered for the city by the department of utilities 
through the building permit process, improvement plan process or capital improvement 
project process, as applicable. (Ord. 2001-014 § 2: prior code § 9.31.1504) 

  

15.88.050 Definitions. 

     Unless the particular provision or the context otherwise requires, wherever the 
following terms are used in the grading ordinance, they shall have the meaning ascribed 
to them in this section: 

     “Applicant” means any person seeking or receiving grading approval, in accordance 
with the terms of the grading ordinance, to perform grading after the issuance of a 
building permit or the approval of improvement plans, or to commence grading prior to 
such issuance or approval. 

     “Best management practices” means any program, technology, technique, process, 
siting criteria, operating method, measure or device which controls, prevents, removes or 
reduces pollution, erosion, and sediment transport, including but not limited to any best 
management practices required or implemented under the city’s Stormwater Management 
and Discharge Control Code, set forth in Chapter 13.16. 

     “City council” means city council of the city of Sacramento. 

     “Civil engineer” means a professional engineer registered as a civil engineer by the 
state of California. 

     “Compaction” means the increase of density of a soil or rock fill by mechanical 
means. 

     “Cut (excavation)” means the removal of naturally occurring earth materials by 
manual or mechanical means, and the conditions resulting therefrom. 

     “Director” means director of the department of utilities of the city of Sacramento, or 
his or her authorized designees. 

     “Drainage waters” means surface waters which collect, or are accumulated, on the 
ground and which, by means of drainage ways or water courses, flow off the surface to 
larger rivers, streams, or lakes. Such waters shall include, but are not limited to, natural 
precipitation and irrigation waters. 



     “Drainage way” means a depression in the earth’s surface such as a swale, ravine, 
gully, slough, draw, hollow, or ditch in which surface water collects for drainage. 

     “Earth material” means any rock, natural soil or fill and/or any combination thereof. 

     “Embankment (fill)” means the deposit of soil, rock or other materials placed by 
artificial means and the conditions resulting therefrom. 

     “Encroachment permit” means a written permit issued by the department of public 
works authorizing certain work within a publicly maintained right-of-way. 

     “Engineering geologist” means a registered geologist certified as an engineering 
geologist by the state of California. 

     “Erosion” means the washing or wearing away and transportation of earth material as 
a result of the movement of wind, water, or ice. 

     “Erosion and sediment control plan (ESC plan)” consists of a set of best management 
practices or equivalent measures designed to control surface runoff and erosion, retain 
sediment on a particular site and prevent pollution of site runoff during the period 
beginning when any preconstruction- or construction-related grading or soil storage first 
occurs, until all final improvements and permanent structures are completed. 

     “Excavation (cut)” means the removal of naturally occurring earth materials by 
manual or mechanical means, and the conditions resulting therefrom. 

     “Existing grade” means the elevation of the ground surface at a given point prior to 
excavating or filling. 

     “Fill (embankment)” means the deposit of soil, rock or other materials placed by 
artificial means and the conditions resulting therefrom. 

     “Finish grade” means the final grade of the site after excavating or filling which 
conforms to the approved final grading plan. The finish grade is also the grade at the top 
of a paved surface. 

     “Geologic hazard” means any condition in naturally occurring earth materials which 
may endanger life, health or property. 

     “Geotechnical engineer” means a civil engineer registered by the state of California 
who is qualified in the field of soil mechanics and soil engineering and has the authority 
to use the title “soil engineer.” 

     “Grade” means the vertical location of the ground surface. 



     “Grading” means any land excavation or filling or combination thereof, or the 
removal, plowing under or burial of vegetative groundcover. 

     “Grading plan” means a plan prepared in accordance with this chapter showing 
grading and related work. 

     “Manual of standards” means a compilation of administrative procedures, technical 
standards and design specifications adopted by the city of Sacramento for controlling 
construction-related grading, surface runoff, erosion and sedimentation. This manual of 
standards shall be titled “Administrative and Technical Procedures Manual for Grading 
and Erosion and Sediment Control.” 

     “Owner” means the legal owner of the property where the grading work is to be done, 
as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll in the office of the county assessor. 

     “Parcel (lot)” means the land described as a lot or parcel in a recorded deed or shown 
as a lot or parcel on a subdivision map or parcel map on file in the Sacramento County 
recorder’s office. 

     “Permit” means either a building permit or a separate grading permit. 

     “Person” means any person, firm, corporation, or public agency whether principal, 
agent, employee, or otherwise. 

     “Post construction erosion and sediment control plan (PC plan)” means consists of a 
set of best management practices or equivalent measures designed to control surface 
runoff and erosion and to retain sediment on a particular site after all final structures and 
permanent improvements have been erected or installed. 

     “Preliminary grading plan” means a plan that shows the proposed grading work in 
relation to the existing site prepared and submitted with the application for a grading 
permit. 

     “Rainy season” means the period of the year during which there is a substantial risk of 
rainfall. For the purpose of this chapter, the rainy season is defined as from October 1st to 
April 30th, inclusive. 

     “Rough grade” means the stage at which the grade approximately conforms to the 
approved plan. 

     “Sediment” means any material transported or deposited by water, including soil 
debris or other foreign matter. 

     “Site” means any lot or parcel of land or combination of contiguous lots or parcels of 
land, whether held separately or joined together in common ownership or occupancy, 
where grading is to be performed or has been performed. 



     “Slope” means an inclined ground surface the inclination of which may be expressed 
as the ratio of horizontal distance to vertical distance. 

     “Soil” means all earth material of any origin that overlies bedrock and may include the 
decomposed zone of bedrock which can be excavated readily by mechanical equipment. 

     “Vegetation” means plant life or total plant cover of an area. 

     “Watercourse” means any natural or manmade channel in which water flows 
continuously or intermittently in a definite direction and course, or which is used for the 
holding, delay or storage of waters, or which functions at any time to convey or store 
stormwater runoff. (Ord. 2003-058 §§ 1—2; prior code § 9.31.1505) 

  

15.88.060 Grading approval required. 

     Except for the specific exemptions listed hereinafter, no person shall do or permit to 
be done any grading on any site in the of the city without first obtaining approval of such 
grading from the director in accordance with the provisions of the grading ordinance. 
(Prior code § 9.31.1506) 

  

15.88.070 Exemptions. 

     The following grading may be done without obtaining grading approval unless 
grading approval is required in mitigation monitoring agreements or other conditions of 
project approval. Exemption from the grading approval requirement shall not be deemed 
as permission to violate any other provision of this chapter. 

     A.     Minor construction projects which meet all of the following requirements: 

     1.      The volume of material graded is less than fifty (50) cubic yards, 

     2.      The depth of cuts and fills is less than two feet, 

     3.      Any drainageway is not blocked or obstructed and its stormwater carrying 
capacities are not modified, 

     4.      Slopes are less than ten percent and are not left in an unstable or erodible 
condition; 

     B.     Single family residential lots less than one-half acre that are not part of a larger 
common plan and residential infill projects less than one-half acre which also meet the 
requirements of subsection A of this section; 



     C.     Excavations in connection with a swimming pool authorized by a valid building 
permit; 

     D.     Grading necessary for agricultural operations unless the failure of any cut or fill 
created by such grading could endanger any structure intended for human or animal 
occupancy or any public road, or could obstruct any watercourse or drainageway; 

     E.     Exploratory excavations of less than three hundred fifty (350) cubic yards under 
the supervision of a geotechnical engineer; 

     F.      Routine cemetery excavations and fills; 

     G.     Performance of emergency work necessary to protect life or property when an 
urgent necessity therefor arises. The person performing such emergency work shall notify 
the director promptly of the problem and work required; 

     H.     An excavation below finished grade for basements and footings of a building 
authorized by a valid building permit; 

     I.      Refuse disposal sites controlled by Title 23, Chapter 15, of the California Code 
of Regulations; 

     J.      The repair and maintenance of levees for river and local drainage control 
performed by a governmental agency. (Prior code § 9.31.1507) 

  

15.88.080 Grading approval. 

     Grading approval may be issued by the director in connection with the issuance of a 
building permit or the approval of improvement plans, or where grading is commenced 
prior to such issuance or approval, through the issuance of a separate grading permit. 
(Prior code § 9.31.1508) 

  

15.88.090 Conditions of grading approval. 

     A.     No grading shall be approved unless the project conforms with the city’s general 
plan, any adopted specific or community plans, and applicable city ordinances, including 
the zoning ordinance and the subdivision ordinance. 

     B.     Where the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires the 
preparation and approval of environmental documents concerning a project which will 
result in grading for which a grading permit is required under this chapter, no grading 
shall be approved until all CEQA requirements have been met, including but not limited 



to mitigation measures relating to protection of threatened and endangered species under 
applicable federal and state endangered species laws. Where the land proposed to be 
graded is located within the North Natomas Community Plan Area or the South Natomas 
Community Plan Area, grading permits may be issued, provided that the conditions 
contained in Section 15.88.091 are satisfied. 

     C.     Where a proposed grading project requires the filing of a tentative map or the 
intended use requires approval of a discretionary zoning permit or variance, grading may 
also require approval from the city planning and building department. 

     D.     Work shall be performed in accordance with the provisions of the grading 
ordinance and the applicable criteria set forth in the manual of standards. 

     E.     Grading approval shall be limited to work shown on the grading plans as 
approved by the director. The director may impose any condition deemed necessary to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public, to prevent the creation of a hazard to 
public or private property, and/or to assure proper completion of the grading, including 
but not limited to the following: 

     1.      Mitigation of adverse environmental impacts as disclosed by any environmental 
document findings, including but not limited to those matters specified in subsection B of 
this section; 

     2.      Improvement of any existing grading to comply with the standards of the 
grading ordinance; 

     3.      Requirements for fencing or other protection of grading which would otherwise 
be hazardous; 

     4.      Requirements for dust, erosion, sediment and noise control, hours of operation 
and season of work, access roads and haul routes; 

     5.      Requirements for safeguarding watercourses, whether natural or manmade, from 
excessive deposition of sediment or debris. In no case shall deposition of sediment or 
debris cause an exceedance of applicable water quality standards; 

     6.      Assurance that the land area in which grading is proposed and for which 
habitable structures are proposed is not subject to hazards of land slippage or significant 
settlement or erosion and that the hazards of flooding can be eliminated or adequately 
reduced; 

     7.      Requirements for safeguarding existing water wells. (Ord. 2001-021 § 1; Ord. 
2001-014 § 3: prior code § 9.31.1509) 

  



15.88.091 Requirements for development projects in North and South Natomas. 

     The city manager is authorized to issue grading permits within the North Natomas 
Community Plan Area and the South Natomas Community Plan Area only if the city 
manager finds that the applicant meets all the requirements of subsections A, B, C and D 
of this section. 

     A.     The applicant has paid to the city (in addition to the “catch-up fee” required by 
Ordinance No. 2002-018) the full amount of the habitat-conservation fees that have been 
assessed by the city pursuant to the April 2003 Natomas Basin Habitat Conservation Plan 
and are then in effect (HCP Fees), including the entire amount and all elements of any 
increased HCP fees adopted by the Natomas Basin Conservancy (“NBC”) and by the city 
pursuant to a validly enacted ordinance or resolution. The city anticipates receiving an 
adopted fee increase proposal from the NBC for consideration and adoption. The city 
shall not issue any grading permit until such time as the entire amount of, and all 
elements of, the anticipated HCP fee increase become effective or the city has otherwise 
secured from the applicant a written and unconditional agreement to pay the entire 
amount of, and all elements of, the increased HCP fees. All HCP fee increases will be 
included within the obligations to be covered by the agreement required under subsection 
D of this section. 

     B.     If the applicant prepaid its HCP fees in an amount less than the HCP fees in 
effect when the grading permit is issued, the applicant has paid a catch-up fee in 
accordance with Ordinance No. 2002-018 and has paid an amount equal to its fair share 
of the amount of any HCP fee increase, on a per-acre basis, as reasonably determined by 
the city. 

     C.     In lieu of the land-acquisition component of any HCP fee required to be paid 
under subsections A and B of this section, the applicant has transferred to the city or to 
the NBC fee title or a conservation easement in perpetuity for mitigation land, at the ratio 
of 0.5 acre of mitigation land for each acre for which the city issues a grading permit, and 
the applicant has paid other components of the applicable fees. If the number of acres 
transferred by an applicant to the city or to NBC exceeds the number of acres required to 
comply with the 0.5:1 mitigation formula set forth in the April 2003 Natomas Basin 
Habitat Conservation Plan (NBHCP), the city shall grant the applicant a credit against the 
land-acquisition component of any HCP fee to be paid in the future or, at the applicant’s 
option, the city (either directly or through the NBC) shall pay the applicant, in cash, an 
agreed-upon amount not to exceed the fair market value of the excess acres of land 
transferred to the city or to NBC. 

     D.     The applicant has executed an agreement, in a form acceptable to and approved 
by the city attorney, that requires the applicant and its successors in interest to do the 
following: 

     1.      Comply with all provisions of the NBHCP; 



     2.      Comply with the Incidental Take Permit and the State Incidental Take 
Authorization issued in conjunction with the NBHCP; 

     3.      Pay all applicable fee increases and additions, whether adopted by the city 
before or within six months after issuance of the grading permit (but an applicant who 
has been specifically and expressly asked by the city manager or designee to pay HCP 
fees earlier than the date of issuance of a grading permit, and who in fact makes the 
requested early payment, shall not be subject to the “catch up” provisions of this clause); 
and 

     4.      Release, defend, and fully indemnify the city and its officers, employees, and 
agents from and against all costs and damages, including attorney’s fees, that may arise in 
connection with the city’s issuance of a grading permit to the applicant, including but not 
limited to claims (procedural or substantive) that relate to HCP fee increases adopted by 
the city and arise under California’s Mitigation Fee Act (title 7, division 1 of the 
Government Code, at chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9). (Ord. 2003-031 § 1: Ord. 2002-023 § 1; 
Ord. 2001-021 § 2) 

  

15.88.100 Liability. 

     Neither issuance of grading approval under the provisions of the grading ordinance 
nor compliance with the provisions hereof or with any conditions imposed in a permit 
issued hereunder shall relieve any person from responsibility for damage to any person or 
property or impose any liability upon the city for damage to any person or property. 
(Prior code § 9.31.1510) 

  

15.88.110 Scope of approval. 

     The issuance of grading approval shall not be construed as an approval of any action 
or condition constituting a violation of the provisions of the grading ordinance or of any 
other applicable laws, ordinances, rules or regulations. (Prior code § 9.31.1511) 

  

15.88.120 Water obstruction. 

     No person shall do or permit to be done any grading which may obstruct, impede, or 
interfere with the natural flow of storm waters, whether such waters are unconfined upon 
the surface of the land or confined within land depressions, natural drainage ways, 
unimproved channels, watercourses, improved ditches, channels or conduits, in such 
manner as to cause flooding where it would not otherwise occur, aggravate any existing 
flooding condition or cause accelerated erosion except where said grading is in 



accordance with all applicable laws including, but not limited to, the provisions of the 
grading ordinance. (Prior code § 9.31.1512) 

  

15.88.130 Levee work. 

     No person shall excavate or remove any material from or otherwise alter any levee 
adjacent to any river, creek, bay, or local drainage control channel, without prior approval 
of the governmental agency or agencies responsible for the operation and/or maintenance 
of the levee. (Prior code § 9.31.1513) 

  

15.88.140 Construction in public right-of-ways. 

     No person shall perform any grading work within the right-of-way of a public road or 
street, or within a public easement, without prior written approval of the director, and 
without obtaining a city encroachment permit. (Prior code § 9.31.1514) 

  

15.88.150 Hazards. 

     Whenever the director determines that any grading on private property constitutes a 
condition which could endanger persons or property, or could adversely affect the safety, 
use or stability of adjacent property, or an overhead or underground utility, or any public 
way, watercourse or drainage channel, or could adversely affect the water quality of any 
water bodies or watercourses, the owner of the property upon which the condition is 
located, or other person or agent in possession or control of said property, upon receipt of 
notice in writing from the director, shall, within the period specified therein, stop all 
work. The director may require the submission of plans, soil or geological reports, 
detailed construction recommendations, drainage study or other engineering data prior to 
and in connection with any work or activity proposed or required to correct such 
condition. (Prior code § 9.31.1515) 

  

15.88.160 Not retroactive. 

     The provisions of the grading ordinance shall not apply to planned or existing 
construction for which all previously necessary permits and approvals were obtained 
prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. (Prior code § 
9.31.1516) 

  



Article II Application for Grading Approval 
15.88.170 Filing of application for grading approval—Permit. 

     Applications for permits shall be obtained from and filed with the department of 
planning and development, building inspections division. Each application shall include a 
plan checking fee, the preliminary or final grading plans and a statement of the intended 
use of the site. Only one application and permit is allowed for grading work to be done on 
a site. The director shall determine whether the application is complete in accordance 
with provisions of Article III of this chapter herein and may require additional 
information from the applicant before accepting the application as complete. The 
applicant shall be notified within ten (10) working days if the application is deemed 
incomplete, and of the requirements for completing the application. (Prior code § 
9.32.1601) 

  

15.88.180 Improvement plans in lieu of application for permit. 

     Where a subdivision improvement plan is being processed in conjunction with either 
an approved tentative, parcel, or final map; or a site plan is being processed in accordance 
with the provisions of this code, such plan shall also be considered as an application for 
grading approval. Such plans shall be reviewed and approved, conditionally approved or 
denied in accordance with the standards and requirements set forth in the grading 
ordinance and other applicable city specifications. If an improvement plan or site plan is 
approved, then a separate grading permit shall not be required. Approval of the 
improvement plans constitutes approval of the grading work intended. (Prior code § 
9.32.1602) 

  

15.88.190 Grading prior to issuance of building permit or approval of improvement 
plans. 

     Applicants for a permit to allow grading prior to issuance of a building permit or 
approval of improvement plans shall meet the following requirements: 

     A.     Preliminary grading plan shall be submitted for review and approval by the 
director. This plan shall conform to the requirements of the grading ordinance and any 
applicable conditions placed on the project as a result of any formal discretionary permit 
process. The applicant shall acknowledge that any additional grading or revisions to work 
necessitated by conflicts discovered during the improvement plan check or subsequent 
construction will be corrected at the applicant’s expense. 

     B.     Both erosion and sediment control plans in accordance with provisions of Article 
III of this chapter, plans and specifications, of the grading ordinance shall be submitted 
for review and approval by the director. 



     C.     A winterization certification shall be submitted for review and approval by the 
director in accordance with Section 15.88.270 of this chapter. 

     D.     Plan check and inspection fee deposit shall be required in the amount of the full 
plan check fee applicable at the time of submittal in accordance with Section 15.88.310 
of this chapter. 

     E.     No grading permit shall be issued until all applicable CEQA requirements have 
been met. (Prior code § 9.32.1603) 

  

15.88.200 Referral to other public agencies. 

     The director may refer the application to other interested public agencies for their 
recommendations. (Prior code § 9.32.1604) 

  

15.88.210 Permission of other agencies or owners. 

     No application for grading approval shall relieve the applicant of responsibility for 
securing other permits or approvals, including but not limited to those specified in 
Section 15.88.090, subsection B, required for work which is regulated by any other 
department or other public agency, or for obtaining any easements or authorization for 
grading on property not owned by the applicant. Proof of applicable public agency 
permits may be required prior to issuance of grading approval. (Ord. 2001-014 § 4: prior 
code § 9.32.1605) 

  

Article III Plans and Specifications 
15.88.220 Application—Plans. 

     Five complete sets of plans, as determined by the director, including but not limited to, 
profiles, cross-sections, topographic maps, erosion and sediment control plans, and 
accompanying specifications shall be submitted to the director with each application for 
grading approval or when otherwise required by the director for enforcement of any 
provision of this chapter. At the time of application, the applicant may provide 
preliminary grading plans. Prior to the issuance of grading approval, the applicant must 
furnish final grading plans and all erosion and sediment control plans. Preliminary 
grading plans with appropriate changes and additions thereto may be accepted as final 
grading plans. When the final grading plans and other required documents have been 
approved, grading approval will be issued by the director. The work shall be done in 
strict compliance with the approved plans and specifications which shall not be changed 



or altered except in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. (Prior code § 
9.33.1701) 

  

15.88.230 Preliminary grading plans. 

     Preliminary grading plans provide for review and determination of grading 
requirements prior to approval of final plans and issuance of grading approval. Precise 
design at this stage is not required. The plans shall be clearly and legibly drawn and 
entitled “preliminary grading plan,” and shall contain a statement of the purpose of the 
proposed grading, and shall include all of the information required in the Manual of 
Standards, Chapter 2, Section 2. (Prior code § 9.33.1702) 

  

15.88.240 Final grading plans. 

     Final grading plans and specifications shall be prepared and signed by a registered 
civil engineer, except as otherwise provided herein. In addition to all requirements for 
preliminary grading plans, the final plans shall include the information required in the 
Manual of Standards, Chapter 2, Section 2. The director may waive the requirement that 
all plans and specifications be prepared and signed by a registered civil engineer if the 
grading would not endanger the public health, safety, or welfare as determined by the 
director and would not involve or require any of the following: 

     A.     Cuts and fills with a combined total of three hundred fifty (350) cubic yards or 
more; 

     B.     An access road serving five or more existing or proposed residences; 

     C.     A cut or fill that is located so as to cause unduly increased pressure or reduce 
support upon adjacent structure of property; 

     D.     The construction of any drainage or sediment control structures, culverts, or 
facilities or alteration of any existing drainage course; 

     E.     The creation or aggravation of an unstable slope condition. (Prior code § 
9.33.1703) 

  

15.88.250 Erosion and sediment control plans (ESC plan). 

     An ESC plan shall be prepared for all projects to control surface runoff and erosion 
and to retain sediment on a particular site and prevent pollution of site runoff during the 



period beginning when any preconstruction- or construction-related grading or soil 
storage first occurs, until all final improvements and permanent structures are complete. 
The ESC plan shall be prepared and submitted concurrently with the final grading plan. 
The ESC plan may be incorporated on the same plan sheet as the final grading plan 
unless it makes the sheet cluttered, or it may be submitted on a clean separate sheet. The 
separate sheet shall be drawn clearly and legibly and entitled “erosion and sediment 
control plan,” shall contain a statement of the purpose of the proposed best management 
practices to be used, and shall include all of the information required and contained in the 
Manual of Standards, Chapter 2, Section 3. (Ord. 2003-058 § 3; prior code § 9.33.1704) 

  

15.88.260 Postconstruction erosion and sediment control plan (PC plan). 

     The PC plan shall be prepared for all projects to control surface runoff and erosion and 
retain sediment on a particular site after all planned final improvements and/or structures 
have been installed or erected. The PC plan shall be prepared and submitted concurrently 
with the final grading plan. The PC plan shall be drawn clearly and legibly, and entitled 
“postconstruction erosion and sediment control plan.” The PC plan shall contain a 
statement of the purpose of the proposed best management practices to be used to secure 
the project after completion, and shall include all of the information required and 
contained in the Manual of Standards, Chapter 2, Section 4. (Prior code § 9.33.1705) 

  

15.88.270 Winterization certification. 

     A winterization certification shall be submitted no later than September 15th for all 
projects where any construction will occur between October 1st and April 30th. 
Construction that will occur solely in the summer months, between May 1st and 
September 30th will not be required to submit a winterization certification. The 
winterization certification shall consist of a written statement or descriptive plan sheet 
from the owner certifying that the project under construction is prepared for an event 
which will stop construction, such as rain or snow, that all ESC plan best management 
practices are in place and operating correctly, that housekeeping practices are maintained 
and that the site can be left or abandoned safely for an extended period of time during the 
rainy season without causing any erosion and sediment control problems. If a 
winterization certification is required and has not been submitted and approved prior to 
September 16th, the grading approval will be suspended until a winterization certification 
is submitted and approval obtained. Refer to the Manual of Standards, Chapter 4, Section 
5, for additional information regarding winterization certification. (Prior code § 
9.33.1706) 

  

15.88.280 Modification of approved plans. 



     Any modifications of an approved final plan shall be submitted in writing to the 
director, who shall approve or deny such modification in his or her sole discretion. All 
necessary soils and geological information and design details shall accompany any 
proposed modification. Any modification shall be compatible with all subdivision map or 
land use requirements. (Prior code § 9.33.1707) 

  

15.88.290 General design standards. 

     Any activities performed under the authority of the grading ordinance, including but 
not limited to grading, excavation, soil storage, soil transportation, erosion and sediment 
control measures, shall conform to the general design standards set forth in the Manual of 
Standards, Chapter 3. (Prior code § 9.33.1708) 

  

Article IV Permit Requirements 
15.88.300 General. 

     The director shall issue grading approval if final grading plans satisfy the provisions 
of the grading ordinance and the Manual of Standards. The director shall identify the 
provision, requirement, or condition which has not yet been met or performed by the 
applicant in the event the issuance of grading approval is denied. (Prior code § 9.34.1801) 

  

15.88.310 Fees. 

     A.     The applicant shall pay a fee to cover the city’s costs of reviewing plans, 
specifications, reports and other materials related to grading approval and performing all 
engineering services, field investigations, inspections, routine laboratory tests of 
materials and compaction or other work or services in connection with the issuance of 
grading approval or to determine or enforce compliance with any requirement or 
provision set forth in this chapter or in Chapter 13.16. 

     B.     The fee or fees required by subsection A shall be established from time to time 
by resolution of the city council and shall be paid to the director either before grading 
approval is issued or before the issuance of a building permit, or both in accordance with 
the fee schedule adopted by resolution of the city council. The director may charge 
additional fees in any case where the city incurs costs that are not covered by the initial 
fee payment(s). 

     C.     If grading work is done in violation of the grading ordinance or does not comply 
with the terms and conditions of a grading approval issued for such grading, the violator 
is required to pay the city for all costs actually incurred by the city to inspect or 



investigate such violation and to perform inspection and plan checking of work required 
to correct the violation. (Ord. 2003-058 § 4; prior code § 9.34.1802) 

  

15.88.320 Progress report. 

     Applicant shall submit periodic progress reports on specified calendar dates and at 
commencement and completion of specified grading and erosion and sediment control 
operations. The dates upon which such reports are required and their content shall be as 
required by the director in the grading approval. (Prior code § 9.34.1803) 

  

15.88.330 Submit record construction drawings. 

     The applicant shall submit to the director record construction drawings of the final 
grading plan and erosion and sediment control plans following completion of grading 
operations. (Prior code § 9.34.1804) 

  

15.88.340 Performance of work—Inspection. 

     The director may inspect any work done pursuant to the grading ordinance at any time 
during the course of construction. No person shall be deemed to have complied with the 
grading ordinance until a final inspection of the work has been made by the director. As a 
condition of any grading approval, the applicant shall provide the city a right-of-entry and 
reasonable access, in accordance with Section 15.88.470 of this chapter, to the site during 
the performance of all work and for a minimum period of one year after acceptance by 
the director of all improvements pursuant to the grading ordinance. (Prior code § 
9.34.1805) 

  

15.88.350 Location of property lines. 

     Prior to any grading work or related activities, the owner must flag all property 
corners of the parcel of land to be graded. If the property corners are unknown, or 
whenever the location of a property line or easement or the title thereto is disputed during 
the application process or during a grading operation, a survey by a licensed land 
surveyor or civil engineer or other resolution of the title dispute, all at the expense of the 
applicant, may be required by the director. (Prior code § 9.34.1806) 

  



15.88.360 Other responsibilities of applicant. 

     A.     Protection of Utilities. The applicant shall be responsible for the prevention of 
damage to any public utilities or services. 

     B.     Protection of Adjacent Property. The applicant shall be responsible for the 
prevention of damage to adjacent property. No person(s) shall excavate on land that is so 
close to the property line as to endanger any adjoining public street, sidewalk, alley, 
structure or other public or private property or easement without supporting and 
protecting such property from any damage which might otherwise result. 

     C.     Advance Notice. The applicant shall notify the director at least twenty-four (24) 
hours prior to the start of work. 

     D.     Erosion and Sediment Control. It shall be the sole responsibility of the applicant 
to prevent discharge of sediment from the site, in quantities greater than before the 
grading occurred, to any watercourse, drainage system, or adjacent property. 

     E.     Compliance with Stormwater Management and Discharge Control Code. At all 
times during the preconstruction and construction of any project for which grading 
approval is issued until all final improvements and permanent structures are complete, the 
applicant shall fully comply with all applicable requirements of the city’s Stormwater 
Management and Discharge Control Code, set forth in Chapter 13.16. (Ord. 2003-058 § 
5; prior code § 9.34.1807) 

  

15.88.370 Time limits. 

     All the work required by the permit or grading approval shall be completed within the 
time limits specified in the permit or approval. If the work cannot be completed within 
the specified time, a request for an extension of time setting forth the reasons for the 
requested extension shall be presented in writing to the director no later than thirty (30) 
days prior to the expiration of the permit or approval. The director shall in his or her sole 
discretion approve or deny such request. The director may require a new application and 
fees depending on the time between the expiration date and the extension request, 
revisions in city regulations, and/or changed circumstances in the immediate area. (Prior 
code § 9.34.1808) 

  

15.88.380 Transfer of grading approval. 

     No approval or permit issued under the grading ordinance may be transferred or 
assigned in any manner whatsoever, without the express written consent of the director. 
(Prior code § 9.34.1809) 



  

15.88.390 Improvement security required. 

     A.     As a condition for the issuance of grading approval, the director may require the 
deposit of an improvement security in an amount deemed sufficient by him or her to 
assure faithful performance of the grading work in the event of default on the part of the 
applicant. Said security shall be in a form acceptable to the city. 

     B.     In the case of subdivisions, the improvement security shall remain in effect until 
final inspections have been made and all grading work and subdivision improvements 
have been accepted by the city. 

     C.     For projects other than subdivisions, the improvement security shall remain in 
effect until final inspections have been made and all grading work has been accepted by 
the director. 

     D.     In addition to the improvement security, the director may also require the deposit 
of maintenance security in an amount deemed sufficient by him or her to guarantee and 
maintain the grading work performed, to assure the proper functioning of drainage 
systems and adequate erosion and sedimentation control. Said maintenance security shall 
be in a form acceptable to the city and shall remain in effect for a period of one year after 
the date of acceptance of the improvements or grading work, as designated in subsections 
B and C of this section, or such other periods of time as required by the director. 

     E.     Any deposit required by the director pursuant to this title shall be payable to the 
city. 

     F.      Upon failure to complete the work, failure to comply with all of the terms of the 
grading ordinance, or failure of the completed site to function properly to provide proper 
drainage or erosion and sedimentation control, the city may do the required work, or 
cause it to be done and collect from the applicant or surety all costs incurred thereto, 
including administrative and inspection costs. Any unused portion of a deposit shall be 
refunded to the applicant after deduction by the city of the cost of the work. (Prior code § 
9.34.1810) 

  

15.88.400 Appeals. 

     Appeals of any decision made pursuant to the grading ordinance shall be made to the 
construction codes advisory and appeals board in writing, setting forth the specific 
grounds therefor. Such appeals shall be heard and determined in accordance with the 
procedures set forth in Chapter 2.48 of this code. (Prior code § 9.34.1811) 

  



Article V Enforcement 
15.88.410 Enforcement official. 

     The director shall enforce the provisions of the grading ordinance. (Prior code § 
9.35.1901) 

  

15.88.420 Suspension and revocation of grading approval. 

     The director may suspend or revoke grading approval for good cause. In the event that 
a suspension or revocation is appealed to the construction codes advisory and appeals 
board, no work shall be performed pending appeal except as expressly authorized, in 
writing, by the director. (Prior code § 9.35.1902) 

  

15.88.430 Stop work order. 

     A.     Whenever any work is being done in violation of the provisions of the grading 
ordinance or any other applicable law, ordinance, rule or regulation, the director may 
order the work stopped by serving written notice of such violation on any persons 
engaged in, doing, or causing such work to be done. Any such person shall forthwith stop 
such work until authorized by the director to proceed with the work. If there are no 
persons present on the premises, the notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place. The 
notice shall state the nature of the violation. Any person violating a stop work order shall 
be guilty of an infraction. 

     B.     Upon receipt of or knowledge of the existence of such stop work notice, the 
person performing the work shall: 

     1.      Stop work immediately; and 

     2.      Within twenty-four (24) hours, provide the director with a list of remedies which 
can be immediately undertaken to bring the work into compliance with this title; and 

     3.      Within twenty-four (24) hours after acceptance of such remedies by the director, 
undertake at the violator’s expense, such action as is necessary to bring the work into 
compliance with this title. 

     4.      If engineering work is required to identify and define the proper course of action, 
as determined by the director, such work shall be provided by the violator at no cost to 
the city. (Prior code § 9.35.1903) 

  



15.88.440 Abatement of unlawfully created conditions. 

     A.     Any condition in violation of the grading ordinance is declared to be a public 
nuisance, subject to abatement in accordance with Title 8 of this code. In the event that 
the director determines that a violation has created a condition which is of such a nature 
to be imminently dangerous to the public health, safety or welfare, such condition may be 
abated in accordance with the summary abatement procedures set forth at Chapter 8.04, 
et seq. of this code. 

     The following conditions are declared to constitute an imminently dangerous 
condition: 

     1.      When a violation has altered natural drainage patterns and has caused flooding to 
any downstream or upstream property; or 

     2.      When a violation results in a condition which creates a drainage alteration such 
that upstream or downstream property may be flooded when weather conditions change 
and the owner, lessee, or licensee of the property on which the violation exists cannot be 
found; or 

     3.      When a violation results in a hazard, requiring immediate correction for the 
preservation of the public health, safety, or welfare; or 

     4.      When a violation results in a discharge or release of significant amounts of 
sediment which causes or threatens to cause flooding, property damage, or unsafe 
conditions. 

     B.     The costs incurred by city to abate any nuisance caused by a violation of the 
grading ordinance shall be assessed against the subject property as a lien or made a 
personal obligation to the owner of the property as provided in Chapter 8.04, et seq. of 
this code. Such costs may include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 

     1.      Engineering and design costs; 

     2.      Contractor service bills or public employee wages at cost; 

     3.      Administrative overhead and supervision based on ten (10) percent of all other 
costs incurred; 

     4.      Interest which shall accrue and be billed at the rate of ten (10) percent of all 
unpaid amounts from the date of billing; 

     5.      Attorney fees and costs. 

     C.     The abatement procedures set forth in this section are cumulative and in addition 
to any other rights or remedies which are or may be available to city to correct or cause to 



be corrected any violation of the grading ordinance, or to abate a condition which is 
otherwise a public nuisance. (Prior code § 9.35.1904) 

  

15.88.450 Infraction. 

     Any person violating any provision of the grading ordinance shall be guilty of an 
infraction. (Prior code § 9.35.1905) 

  

15.88.460 Nonexclusive remedies. 

     The remedies provided herein are not exclusive, and are in addition to any other 
remedy or penalty provided by law for violation of the grading ordinance. (Prior code § 
9.35.1906) 

  

15.88.470 Right of entry. 

     Whenever necessary to enforce the provisions of the grading ordinance, the director 
may enter the premises at all reasonable times to the extent authorized by law to perform 
any duty imposed by the grading ordinance. If such entry is refused, the director shall 
have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. (Prior code § 9.35.1907) 

  

 

















































































































































































     D.     Appeal Fee. The department may collect and require an appeal fee to be paid at the time the written appeal 
notice is filed. The appeal fee shall be set by resolution of the city council. The fee shall be calculated to recover the total 
city costs incurred in the appeal including, but not limited to, staff time to process and handle the appeal, hearing 
examiner compensation, preparation and service of notices and staff appearance in the appeal hearing. No appeal shall 
proceed without payment of the fee at the time the appeal is filed provided that the department head may waive or defer 
the appeal fee upon written request for good cause shown. Good cause may include severe economic hardship, 
significant attempts to comply with the notice and order, and other factors indicating good faith attempts to comply. 
     E.     Effect of Failure to Appeal. Failure of any person to file a timely appeal in accordance with the provisions of this 
section shall constitute an irrevocable waiver of the right to an administrative hearing and a final adjudication of the 
notice and order, or any portion thereof. 
     F.      Only those matters or issues specifically raised by the appellant in the appeal notice shall be considered in the 
hearing of the appeal. 
     G.     Staying of Order Under Appeal. Enforcement of any notice and order of the department head issued under this 
title shall be stayed during the pendency of an appeal therefrom which is properly and timely filed. (Prior code § 
61.05.507) 
  
8.04.180 Hearings—Generally. 

     At the time set for hearing, the hearing examiner shall proceed to hear the testimony of the department head, the 
owner, and other competent persons respecting the condition of the premises, and other relevant facts concerning the 
matter. (Prior code § 61.05.508) 
  
8.04.190 Record of oral evidence at hearing. 

     A.     The proceedings at the hearing shall be electroni- 
cally recorded. Either party may provide a certified shorthand reporter to maintain a record of the proceedings at the 
party’s own expense. 
     B.     Preparation of a record of the proceeding shall be governed by California Code of Civil Procedure Section 
1094.6, as presently written or hereinafter amended. (Prior code § 61.05.509) 
  
8.04.200 Continuances. 

     The hearing examiner may, upon request of the owner of the premises or upon request of the department head, grant 
continuances from time to time for good cause shown, or upon his or her own motion. (Prior code § 61.05.510) 
  
8.04.210 Oaths—Certification. 

     The hearing examiner or designee shall administer the oath or affirmation. (Prior code § 61.05.511) 
  
8.04.220 Evidence rules. 

     Government Code of the State of California, Section 11513, subsections (a), (b) and (c), as presently written or 
hereinafter amended, shall apply to hearings under this title. (Prior code § 61.05.512) 
  
8.04.230 Rights of parties. 

     A.     Each party may represent themselves, or be represented by anyone of their choice. 
     B.     If a party does not proficiently speak or understand the English language, he or she may provide an interpreter, 
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at the party’s own cost, to translate for the party. An interpreter shall not have had any involvement in the issues of the 
case prior to the hearing. (Prior code § 61.05.513) 
  
8.04.240 Official notice. 

     In reaching a decision, official notice may be taken, either before or after submission of the case for decision, of any 
fact which may be judicially noticed by the courts of this state or which may appear in any of the official records of the 
city or any of its departments. (Prior code § 61.05.514) 
  
8.04.250 Inspection of premises. 

     A.     The hearing examiner may inspect the premises involved in the hearing prior to, during or after the hearing, 
provided that: 
     1.      Notice of such inspection shall be given to the parties before the inspection is made; 
     2.      The parties are given an opportunity to be present during the inspection; and 
     3.      The hearing examiner shall state for the record during the hearing, or file a written statement after the hearing 
for inclusion in the hearing record, upon completion of the inspection, the material facts observed and the conclusion 
drawn therefrom. 
     B.     Each party then shall have a right to rebut or explain the matters so stated by the hearing examiner either for the 
record during the hearing or by filing a written statement after the hearing for inclusion in the hearing record. (Prior code 
§ 61.05.515) 
  
8.04.260 Form and contents of decision—Finality of decision. 

     If it is shown by a preponderance of the evidence that the condition of the premises constitutes a public nuisance: 
     A.     The decision of the hearing examiner shall be in writing and shall contain findings of fact and a determination of 
the issues presented. The decision shall also require the owner to commence abatement of the nuisance not later than 
fifteen (15) days after the issuance of the decision, and that the abatement be completed within such time as specified by 
the hearing examiner, or in the alternative, within the time designated by the department head. The decision shall inform 
the owner that if the nuisance is not abated within the time specified, the nuisance may be abated by the city without 
further notice in such manner as may be ordered by the department head and the expense thereof made a lien on the 
property involved and/or a personal obligation. 
     B.     The decision shall also inform the applicant that the time for judicial review is governed by California Code of 
Civil Procedure Section 1094.6. Copies of the decision shall be forthwith delivered to the parties personally or sent to 
them by certified mail. The decision shall be final when signed by the hearing examiner and served as herein provided. 
(Prior code § 61.05.516) 
  
8.04.270 Service of the hearing examiner’s decision. 

     Upon issuance of the decision, the department head shall post a copy thereof conspicuously on the premises involved 
and shall serve a copy on the record owner, in the same manner as set forth in Section 8.04.150 of this chapter, and one 
copy shall be served on each of the following, if known to the department head or disclosed from official public records: 
the holder of any mortgage or deed of trust or other lien or encumbrance of record; the owner or holder of any lease of 
record; and the holder of any other estate or legal interest of record in the premises. (Prior code § 61.05.517) 
  
Article VI Enforcement of Order of Hearing Examiner 

8.04.280 Enforcement of notice and order or hearing examiner’s decision. 
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     After any notice and order issued pursuant to this code shall have become final by failure to file a timely appeal or 
after hearing examiner’s decision on appeal is rendered, no person to whom any such order is directed shall fail, neglect 
or refuse to obey any such order. Any such person who fails to comply with any such order or decision is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. (Prior code § 61.07.701) 
  
8.04.290 Failure to obey order. 

     A.     If, after any notice and order has become final or order of the hearing examiner on appeal is made pursuant to 
this chapter the person(s) to whom such order has been directed shall fail, neglect or refuse to obey such order, the 
department head may, without further notice: 
     1.      Cause such person(s) to be prosecuted; 
     2.      Institute any appropriate action to abate the conditions which constitute a public nuisance; 
     3.      Issue an administrative penalty order pursuant to Section 1.28.010 of this code. 
     B.     Attorney’s Fees. Pursuant to Section 38773.5 of the Government Code, in any proceeding brought to enforce 
any order, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover attorney’s fees, provided that, pursuant to Section 38773.5, 
attorney’s fees shall only be available in those proceedings in which the city has provided notice at the commencement 
of such proceedings that it intends to seek and recover attorney’s fees. (Ord. 2000-017 § 4(a)(18); prior code § 
61.07.702) 
  
8.04.300 Failure to complete work. 

     A.     Whenever the required abatement is not completed within the time so specified in the order, the department head 
may, in addition to any other remedy herein provided, cause the nuisance to be abated, so as to put the premises in such a 
condition that no violation of this code exists thereon. 
     B.     The cost of such abatement shall be assessed against the property as a lien or made a personal obligation of the 
owner thereof as provided in Article VIII of this chapter. (Prior code § 61.07.703) 
  
8.04.310 Extension of date for completion. 

     A.     Upon receipt of an application from the person required to conform to the order by a date fixed in the order, and 
an agreement by such person that he or she will comply with the order if allowed additional time, the department head 
may, in his or her discretion, grant an extension of time, not to exceed an additional one hundred twenty (120) days, 
within which to complete such abatement, if the department head determines that such an extension of time will not 
create or perpetuate a situation imminently dangerous to life or property. 
     B.     The authority of the department head to extend time is limited to the physical abatement of the nuisance or for 
such other purposes as may be reasonably required by the circumstances of the case, but such extension will not in any 
way affect or extend the time to appeal the order. (Prior code § 61.07.704) 
  
8.04.320 Interference with work prohibited. 

     No person shall obstruct, impede or interfere with any officer, employee, contractor or authorized representative of 
the city, or with any person who owns or holds any estate or interest in any premises on which a nuisance exists and 
which must be abated under the provisions of this code, whenever such officer, employee, contractor or authorized 
representative of the city, or person having an interest or estate in such premises is engaged in the work of abating any 
nuisance as required by the provisions of this code, or in performing any necessary act preliminary to or incidental to 
such work authorized or directed pursuant to this code. (Prior code § 61.07.705) 
  
Article VII Summary Abatement 
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8.04.330 Dangerous condition. 

     If, in the opinion of the department head, there exists a condition on any premises which is of such a nature as to be 
imminently dangerous to the public health, safety or welfare, which, if not abated according to the procedures of this 
code, would, during the pendency of the proceedings, subject the public to potential harm of a serious nature, the same 
may be abated forthwith without compliance with the provisions of this code. Abatement may include, but is not limited 
to boarding of windows, doors and other openings to city specifications, removal of junk and debris, and securing the 
perimeter of the property with fencing, gates or barricades (to prevent further occurrences of the nuisance activity). (Prior 
code § 61.09.901) 
  
8.04.350 Lien or personal obligation. 

     The cost of abatement including all administrative  
  
  
costs of any action taken hereunder shall be assessed against the subject premises as a lien or made a personal obligation 
to the owner or both a personal obligation and a lien as provided in Article VIII of this chapter. (Prior code § 61.09.903) 
  
8.04.360 Summary abatement of graffiti. 

     A.     The city council finds that proliferation of graffiti, especially gang-related graffiti, presents an imminent danger 
to the public safety and welfare. Law enforcement officials and other experts agree that immediate removal of gang-
related graffiti is necessary to reduce the risk of violent and other criminal activities associated with gangs and gang 
territories. The presence of graffiti which is not abated immediately encourages the creation of additional graffiti, 
resulting in neighborhood blight and increased costs of abatement. 
     B.     Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 8.04.340 of this chapter, the department head or his or her designee is 
authorized to summarily abate gang-related graffiti. The abatement may be undertaken by city staff or by outside 
contractors. 
     For purposes of this section only, “gang-related graffiti” shall be defined as graffiti, as that term is defined in Section 
8.24.020 of this title, which is placed on private or public property by either of the following: (1) a criminal street gang 
as that term is defined by Penal Code Section 186.22; or (2) any ongoing organization, association, or group of three or 
more persons, whether formal or informal, having as one of its primary activities the commission of graffiti activity, 
which has a common name(s) or common identifying sign(s) or symbol(s), and whose members individually or 
collectively engage in or have engaged in a pattern of graffiti activity. 
     C.     The expense of abatement may be assessed against a minor responsible for creating the graffiti nuisance and the 
parents or guardians who have custody and control of the minor, or any other person responsible for creating the graffiti 
nuisance, pursuant to the procedures in Chapter 8.24 of this title. (Ord. 2000-041 § 4: Ord. 97-073 § 1: prior code § 
61.09.904) 
  
Article VIII. Recovery of Cost of Abatement 

8.04.370 Property owner’s liability for cost of abatement. 

     Every owner of property within the city is liable to the city for the cost of abatement of a public nuisance located on 
his or her premises conducted pursuant to Article VI of this chapter. (Prior code § 61.10.1000) 
  
8.04.380 Account of expense—Filing of report—Contents. 

     A.     The department head shall keep an itemized account of the expense incurred by the city in abating nuisances 
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under the provisions of this code including all administrative costs. Upon the completion of the work of abatement, such 
department head shall prepare and file with the city clerk a report specifying the work done, the itemized and total cost of 
the work, a description of the real property at which the work was performed, and the names and addresses of the persons 
entitled to notice pursuant to Section 8.04.150 of this chapter. 
     B.     The department head shall cause notice to be given to the Department of Motor Vehicles within five days after 
the date of removal identifying the vehicle(s) or parts thereof and any evidence of registration available, including, but 
not limited to, registration certificates or title or license plates. 
     C.     In the event the hearing examiner finds, pursuant to sworn statement of the owner of any premises or otherwise, 
that a vehicle which is ordered abated was placed on the premises without the consent of the owner, who did not later 
acquiesce to its presence on such premises, then the hearing examiner shall certify the finding to the department head, 
who shall not allocate the cost of the removal of such vehicle to the owner of the premises in the report filed with the city 
clerk. (Prior code § 61.10.1001) 
  
8.04.390 Report transmitted to delinquency lien hearing officer. 

     Upon receipt of the report prepared pursuant to Section 8.04.380 of this chapter, the city clerk shall transmit it to a 
delinquency lien hearing officer appointed by the city manager for consideration. The delinquency lien hearing officer 
shall fix a schedule for hearing the report, and any protests or objections thereto. The department head shall cause notice 
of the hearing scheduled before the delinquency lien hearing officer to be mailed at least thirty (30) days prior to the date 
of the scheduled hearing to the address of the owner as shown on the last equalized assessment roll or such other address 
of the owner as may be known to the department head. The notice shall state that all protests or objections shall be filed 
in accordance with section 8.04.400 of this chapter. (Ord. 2006-071 § 1: prior code § 61.10.1002) 
  
8.04.400 Making of protests and objections. 

     Any owner of affected property may file a written protest or objection with the Code Enforcement Department at least 
ten (10) days before the date specified in the notice given pursuant to Section 8.04.390 of this chapter. Each written 
protest or objection must contain a description of the property and the grounds of the protest or objection. The Code 
Enforcement Department shall endorse on every such protest or objection the date it was received. The Code 
Enforcement Department shall present such protests or objections to the delinquency lien hearing officer at the time set 
for the hearing, and no other protests or objections shall be considered. Any protests or objections not filed in writing at 
least ten (10) days prior to the date set for the hearing, and for which City staff is not prepared to address, shall be 
continued to the date of a future hearing for consideration by the delinquency lien hearing officer. (Ord. 2006-071 § 2: 
prior code § 61.10.1003) 
  
8.04.410 Hearing of protests. 

     Upon the day and hour fixed for the hearing the delinquency lien hearing officer shall hear and pass upon the report of 
the department head together with any such protests or objections. The delinquency lien hearing officer shall follow, as 
nearly as practicable, those procedures that the city council would have followed if it had conducted the hearing. The 
delinquency lien hearing officer may make such revision, correction or modification of the report or the charge as he or 
she may deem just, and shall submit the report to the city clerk to be transmitted to the city council. The city clerk shall 
also send the results of the hearing to the objecting owners by first class mail, and shall include the date and time of the 
public hearing to be held by the city council in accordance with Section 8.04.430(A) of this chapter. The decision of the 
delinquency lien hearing officer on the report and on all objections or protests shall be final and conclusive. (Prior code §
61.10.1004) 
  
8.04.420 Nature of protests to be heard. 

http://qcode.us/codes/sacramento/view.php?topic=8-8_04&showAll=1&frames=on



     A.     Except as provided in subsection B of this section, the protests heard by the delinquency lien hearing officer 
pursuant to Section 8.04.410 of this chapter shall relate only to the charge to be made for abatement, and no protest 
concerning the action of the department head or the hearing examiner in ordering the abatement of the nuisance shall be 
heard at this time. 
     B.     Where the charge to be made is the result of summary abatement pursuant to Section 8.04.330 of this chapter, 
the delinquency lien hearing officer may determine whether or not the action to abate was proper, and may modify the 
charge or not as he or she may deem proper. (Prior code § 61.10.1005) 
  
8.04.430 Personal obligation, lien, or special assessment. 

     A.     Upon receipt of the delinquency lien hearing officer’s report, the city council shall schedule a public hearing at 
which it shall confirm, reject or modify the report and determine the costs of abatement. The public hearing shall be 
limited to the issue of whether the hearing before the delinquency lien hearing officer was conducted in accordance with 
applicable city ordinances. Only those owners who file an objection or protest and appear before the delinquency lien 
hearing officer shall be permitted to protest at the city council hearing. 
     B.     Upon taking action under subsection A, the city council may order that the costs of abatement be made a 
personal obligation of the property owner and either a nuisance abatement lien or a special assessment against the 
property. 
     C.     If an action or proceeding is commenced to recover the costs, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover 
reasonable attorneys’ fees, provided that, pursuant to California Government Code section 38773.5, attorneys’ fees shall 
only be available where the city has elected, at the commencement of such action or proceeding, to seek recovery of its 
own attorneys’ fees. In no action or proceeding shall an award of attorneys’ fees to a prevailing party exceed the amount 
of reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred by the city in the action or proceeding. 
     D.     A nuisance abatement lien may be recorded and enforced against the property pursuant to the provisions of 
California Government Code section 38773.1. A nuisance abatement lien may be foreclosed by an action brought by the 
city for a money judgment. As part of the foreclosure action, the city may recover reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs 
including, but not limited to, costs incurred for processing and recording the lien and providing notice to the property 
owner. 
     E.     As an alternative to a nuisance abatement lien, the costs of abatement may be made a special assessment against 
the property. The special assessment may be collected at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary municipal 
taxes and shall be subject to the same penalties and procedures, including the sale of the property in case of delinquency, 
as provided for ordinary municipal taxes. The special assessment shall continue until the assessment and all interest and 
penalties due and payable thereon have been paid. All laws applicable to the levy, collection and enforcement of 
municipal taxes shall be applicable to the special assessment. (Ord. 2006-047 § 1: prior code § 61.10.1006) 
  
8.04.440 Time for contest of assessment. 

     The validity of any assessment made under the provisions of this chapter shall not be contested in any action or 
proceeding unless the same is commenced within thirty (30) days after the assessment is confirmed by the city  
council. (Ord. 2000-017 § 4(a)(19); prior code § 61.10.1007) 
  
8.04.450 Filing copy of report with county auditor. 

     A certified copy of the assessment shall be filed with the county auditor on or before August 1st. The descriptions of 
the parcels reported shall be those used for the same parcels on the map books of the county assessor for the current year. 
(Prior code § 61.10.1008) 
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Article IX. Repair and Storage of Boats 

8.04.460 Definitions. 

     For purposes of this article, the terms “boat” and “vessel” shall include boats, ships, sailboats, barges, and every 
structure adapted to be navigated from place to place for the transportation of merchandise or persons, whether or not 
propelled by machinery. (Prior code § 61.15.1500) 
  
8.04.470 Boat repair. 

     It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to engage in repair or maintenance of any boat or vessel in any 
residential zone outside a fully enclosed structure, except that repair or maintenance of a boat or vessel may be 
performed outside a fully enclosed structure where elapsed time between the beginning and end of the repair or 
maintenance does not exceed forty-eight (48) hours. (Prior code § 61.15.1501) 
  
8.04.480 Boat storage. 

     It is unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to store a boat or vessel in any residential zone where it can be 
seen from the public right-of-way, unless the vessel or boat is currently registered to an occupant of the premises and is 
placed on a trailer currently registered to an occupant of the premises and parked on a paved surface. (Prior code § 
61.15.1502) 
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COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO AGREEMENT NO

AGREEMENT

ł 7THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into as of this day of

2003 between the COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO a political subdivision of the
State of California hereinafter referred to as COUNTY and the CITY OF

SACRAMENTO a charter municipal corporation hereinafter referred to as

CITY

RECITALS

WHEREAS in 1987 Congress amended Section 402 of the Federal Clean

Water Act to require the United States Environmental Protection Agency EPA
to promulgate regulations for permits for stormwater discharges and

WHEREAS the regulations are designed to control pollutants associated

with stormwater discharges through the use of the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System NPDES permit system which allows the lawful discharge
of stormwater into the waters of the United States and

WHEREAS the EPA has delegated to the State of California the authority
to issue NPDES permits and

WHEREAS the California Regional Water Quality Control Board Central

Valley Region Regional Board has been charged by the California State
Water Resources Control Board with the responsibility to issue NPDES permits
within the Central Valley Region and

WHEREAS on December 6 2002 the Regional Board adopted a NPDES

stormwater permit No CAS0082597 Order No R520020206 hereinafter
referred to as Permit for the County of Sacramento and the Cities of Citrus

Heights Elk Grove Folsom Galt and Sacramento PERMITTEES and

WHEREAS the PERMITTEES must comply with the Permit its successor

Permit and other stormwater compliance documents subject to modification by
the Regional Board and

WHEREAS the CITY is responsible for overseeing regulatory compliance
with the Permit for areas within it jurisdiction and

WHEREAS the CITY has adopted a Stormwater Ordinance set forth at

Chapter 1316 of the Sacramento City Code to prohibit the discharge of

pollutants to the CITYs municipal stormwater conveyance system and
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WHEREAS Provision C9 of the Permit includes the requirement to track
inspect and ensure compliance with the Stormwater Ordinance at industrial and

commercial facilities and

WHEREAS COUNTY Environmental Management Department as both

the State designated Certified Unified Program Agency CUPA and
Environmental Health Agency for Sacramento County is currently tracking
conducting inspections and otherwise regulating pursuant to Chapter 611
Division 20 and Chapter 4 Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code the

majority of the commercial and industrial facilities that are subject to compliance
with the Stormwater Ordinance and

WHEREAS CITY has determined that the cost to track inspect and

ensure stormwater compliance at commercial and industrial facilities is such that
it would be more economical feasible and of greater benefit to the regulated
business community to utilize the services of COUNTY to fulfill the

commercialindustrial stormwater program requirements of the Permit and

WHEREAS Article 11 section 8 of the California Constitution provides
that a county may agree with a city within its borders to performed specified
municipal functions if provided by their respective charters and the City and

County Charters allow the City Council and the Board of Supervisors
respectively to enter into agreements for the performance of municipal functions

by the County and

WHEREAS to the extent that amendments to the CITYsStormwater
Ordinance are needed to authorize COUNTY to administer and enforce the

Stormwater Ordinance for such commercial and industrial facilities CITY staff
intends to develop and recommend such amendments to the City Council and

WHEREAS COUNTY and CITY desire to enter into this Agreement on

the terms and conditions set forth herein

NOW THEREFORE in consideration of the mutual promises hereinafter

set forth the parties hereto agree as follows

I SCOPE OF SERVICES

COUNTY shall provide services in the amount type and manner described in

Exhibit A which is attached hereto and incorporated herein

CITY shall provide services in the amount type and manner described in Exhibit

B which is attached hereto and incorporated herein

CITY 2003221
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II COST SHARE

Each party shall be responsible for the costs of implementing their

respective services as described in Exhibits A and B

III TERM

This Agreement shall be effective and commence as of the date first

written above and shall end on June 30 2010 unless sooner terminated as

provided herein

IV NOTICE

Any notice demand request consent or approval that either party hereto

mayor is required to give the other pursuant to this Agreement shall be in

writing and shall be either personally delivered or sent by certified mail

return receipt requested addressed as follows

TO COUNTY TO CITY

DIRECTOR

Sacramento County Environmental

Management Department
8475 Jackson Road Suite 230

Sacramento CA 95826

Director of Utilities

Department of Utilities

City of Sacramento

1395 35th Avenue

Sacramento CA 95822

Either party may change the address to which subsequent notice andor

other communications can be sent by giving written notice designating a

change of address to the other party which shall be effective upon receipt
Notice shall be deemed effective on the date of receipt

V COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS

CITY and COUNTY and their respective officers and employees shall
observe and comply with all applicable Federal State County and City
laws regulations and ordinances including but not limited to laws

regulations and ordinances governing conflict of interest

VI EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF PERSONNEL

1 Any persons employed by COU NTY for the performance of services

pursuant to this Agreement shall remain employees of COUNTY shall

at all times be under the direction and control of the COUNTY and

shall not be considered employees of the CITY All persons employed
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CITY

AGREEMENT NO

2003221



by the COUNTY to perform services pursuant to this Agreement shall
be entitled solely to the rights and privileges afforded to COUNTY

employees and shall not be entitled as a result of providing services
hereunder to any additional rights or privileges that may be afforded to

CITY employees

2 For the purpose of performing the services provided for in this

Agreement and for the purpose of giving official status to the

performance thereof where necessary every COUNTY officer and

employee engaged in the performance of any service hereunder shall
be deemed to be an agent of the CITY while performing such services

for CITY provided that such services are within the scope of this

Agreement are purely municipal functions and are performed as

authorized by the Sacramento City Code Notwithstanding the agency
relationship established by this subsection the CITY shall not be liable
for any act or omission of any COUNTY officer or employee

3 CITY shall not be liable for the payment of any salaries wages
compensation or other benefits to any COUNTY employee performing
services pursuant to this Agreement or for compensation or indemnity
to any COUNTY employee for injury or sickness arising out of his or

her employment with the COUNTY and providing services pursuant to
this Agreement

4 COUNTY hereby indemnifies and holds CITY harmless from any and
all claims that may be made against CITY based on any contention by
any third party that an employeremployee relationship exists by
reason of this Agreement

VII SHARE OF LIABILITIES

Notwithstanding any provision hereof to the contrary if the Regional Board
or other regulatory agency imposes penalties on the CITY or any third party files
a lawsuit against the CITY based on any violation of the Permit by CITY and
such violation is related to any activities performed by either party under this

Agreement each party shall be responsible for the costs of such penalties or

third party lawsuits to the extent that such penalties or lawsuits arise from
activities performed or required to be performed by that party its officers
directors agents employees and volunteers under this Agreement

VIII INDEMNIFICATION

City shall defend indemnify and hold harmless County its Board of

Supervisors officers directors agents employees and volunteers from and

against all demands claims actions liabilities losses damages and costs
including reasonable attorneys fees arising out of or resulting from the
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performance of the Agreement caused in whole or in part by the negligent or

intentional acts or omissions of City officers directors agents and employees
including its volunteers and students

County shall defend indemnify and hold harmless City its City Council
officers directors agents employees and volunteers from and against all

demands claims actions liabilities losses damages and costs including
reasonable attorneys fees arising out of or resulting from the performance of the

Agreement caused in whole or in part by the negligent or intentional acts or

omissions of Countys Board of Supervisors officers directors agents and

employees including its volunteers and students

It is the intention of County and City that the provisions of this paragraph
be interpreted to impose on each party responsibility to the other for the acts and

omissions of their respective officers directors agents employees volunteers

and students Countys Board of Supervisors and CitysCity Council It is also

the intention of County and City that where comparative fault is determined to
have been contributory principles of comparative fault will be followed and each

party shall bear the proportionate cost of any damage attributable to the fault of

that party its officers directors agents employees volunteers and students
CountysBoard of Supervisors and CitysCity Council

IX SUBCONTRACTS ASSIGNMENT

1 Any subcontracting will be subject to all applicable provisions of this

Agreement Subcontracting services delivered under this Agreement
shall not in any way relieve COUNTY of any duty or responsibility
under this Agreement and COUNTY shall remain primarily obligated
for the performance of all services

2 This Agreement is not assignable by COUNTY in whole or in part
without the prior written consent of CITY

x AMENDMENT AND WAIVER

Except as provided herein no alteration amendment variation or waiver

of the terms of this Agreement shall be valid unless made in writing and

signed by both parties Waiver by either party of any default breach or

condition precedent shall not be construed as a waiver of any other

default breach or condition precedent or any other righthereunder

XI INTERPRETATION

This Agreement shall be deemed to have been prepared equally by both

of the parties and the Agreement and its individual provisions shall not be
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construed or interpreted more favorably for one party on the basis that the

other party prepared it

XII TERMINATION

Either party may terminate this Agreement upon one hundred and eighty
180 days written notice to the other party Notice shall be deemed

served on the date of mailing

XIII PRIOR AGREEMENTS

This Agreement constitutes the entire contract between COUNTY and

CITY regarding the subject matter of this Agreement Any prior
agreements whether oral or written between COUNTY and CITY

regarding the subject matter of this Agreement are hereby terminated

effective immediately upon full execution of this Agreement

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be

duly executed as of the day and year first written above

COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO a political subdivision of

the State ofCaliforn i

By

Date Iq 03
Director

Environmental M

Reviewed and approved by County Counsel

LtdID ty County Counsel

Date 10uJ
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CITY OF SACRAMENTO
a charter municipal corporation

By

Tom Lee

Deputy City Manager

For Robert Thomas

City Manager
Attest

Approved as to form

I
1

City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A to Agreement
between the COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
hereafter referred to as COUNTY and

the CITY OF SACRAMENTO hereafter referred to as CITY

I SCOPE OF SERVICES

COUNTY DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES

COUNTY will work within a cooperative relationship with CITY and provide the

following services

1 Administer and enforce CITYs Stormwater Ordinance with respect to

commercial and industrial facilities within the CITY

A COUNTY will administer and enforce CITYs Stormwater Ordinance

with respect to commercial and industrial facilities within the

incorporated CITY area to the extent that COUNTY administration and

enforcement is authorized by the Stormwater Ordinance or any

amendments thereto adopted by the Sacramento City Council

2 Provide inspections at commercial and industrial facilities within the

incorporated CITY area as required by California Regional Water Quality
Control Board Order R520020206 Permit consistent with applicable
provisions of the Stormwater Ordinance

A COUNTY will complete a stormwater compliance inspection at each

eligible commercial and industrial facility at least once every three

years

B COUNTY will in coordination with CITY develop inspection forms to

be used by COUNTY personnel

C COUNTY will develop protocols to complete required area survey

activities to ensure that new facilities are incorporated into the

stormwater inspection and enforcement program and will provide at a

minimum annual updates of database

D COUNTY will distribute at the time of inspection any educational

materials provided by CITY for such distribution
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3 Provide followup inspection and progressive enforcement protocols
including a written enforcement policy consistent with the requirements of

the Permit and applicable provisions of the Stormwater Ordinance

A In coordination with CITY COUNTY will develop and as needed

modify those protocols to ensure compliance with the Permit

B COUNTY will provide enforcement assistance as requested by the

Regional Board

4 Provide a funding mechanism for commercial and industrial facility
stormwater compliance inspection program

A COUNTY will quantify necessary COUNTY resources required to

achieve compliance with the Permit as it applies to inspection
enforcement and other related activities for commercial and industrial

facilities

B COUNTY will develop and present to the Sacramento County Board of

Supervisors a proposed resolution andor ordinance that authorizes

COUNTY to recover program costs resulting from the expenditure of

resources required for program implementation Such a resolution

andor ordinance will include a fee schedule detailing annual fees for

all facilities included in the commercial and industrial stormwater

compliance program

5 Provide support for presentations before the Sacramento City Council

and other groups or individuals

If requested COUNTY will assist in the presentation of stormwater related

issues before the City Council and any other groups or individuals

6 Provide Adequate Industry Notification

COUNTY along with CITY will conduct workshops and other outreach

efforts to inform the regulated community of pending fee and significant
compliance issues

7 Provide for additional staff and training

A COUNTY will develop a work plan documenting additional staff

required for the commercial and industrial stormwater compliance
program implementation

B COUNTY will arrange for and secure needed staff training
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8 Develop adequate recordkeeping and notification system

A COUNTY will review record keeping and notification requirements
required by the Permit and incorporate these requirements into its existing
record keeping and outside agency reporting protocols

B COUNTY will make the necessary additions andor adjustments to its

existing database to comply with data management requirements
contained in the Permit

9 Appointment of a Senior Level Manager as liaison to CITY for
coordination with the commercial and industrial stormwater compliance
program

COUNTY will designate a senior level position to oversee all stormwater

program activities and act as the primary liaison with CITY

10 Provide for complaint response

A COUNTY will develop a methodology that outlines how complaints
should be categorized and the appropriate level of response that is

required in response to complaints for those industries within COUNTYs

inspection jurisdiction

B COUNTY along with CITY will work directly with the Regional Board

to develop and modify this proposed methodology as needed to ensure

Permit compliance

11 Provide for reporting and documentation

Not later than August 1st of each year COUNTY will provide CITY any

inspectionenforcementcomplaint data or documentation needed by CITY

to achieve compliance with reporting requirements contained in the
Permit This will include at a minimum

Number of businessesfacilities inspected
Number of enforcement actions taken including the amount of

fines or monies assessed and collected

Number of complaints referred to COUNTY by the Regional Board

Total number of complaint responses by COUNTY

Enforcement assistance provided to the Regional Board

Inspection or complaint response records for specific facilities

requested by CITY on an as needed basis

Final 111903
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12 Provide for progress evaluation

A COUNTY and CITY shall meet on a quarterly basis for program

updates and coordination purposes COUNTY and CITY will meet

semiannually to evaluate program effectiveness

B As with its other regulatory programs COUNTY will prepare

required records or documentation relating to the storm water

program for the purpose of a financial review or analysis by the City
of Sacramento and County Auditors

CITY 2003221
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EXHIBIT B to Agreement
between the COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
hereafter referred to as COUNTY and

the CITY OF SACRAMENTO hereafter referred to as CITY

I CITY DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES

Consistent with applicable provisions of the Sacramento City Charter and City
Code CITY will work within a cooperative relationship with COUNTY and provide
the following services

1 Assist in the specification of the commercial and industrial facilities to

be inspected as defined by California Regional Water Quality Control

Board Order R520020206 Permit

CITY will work with COUNTY to develop an inclusive inventory of commercial

and industrial facilities that are subject to inspections enforcement and other
associated activities as defined by the Permit

2 Provide support for presentations before the Sacramento County Board

of Supervisors and other groups or individuals

If requested by COUNTY CITY will assist in the presentation of stormwater

related issues before the Board of Supervisors and any other groups or

individuals

3 Modification of Local Storm Water Ordinance

CITY staff will develop and present to the City Council proposed amendments to

CITYs existing Stormwater Ordinance to include authorization for COUNTY to

implement the storm water compliance program for commercial and industrial

facilities If approved by the City Councjl such amendments shall to the extent

necessary authorize COUNTY to

Conduct all necessary inspections orreinspections of regulated facilities
within the incorporated CITY area

Take any necessary enforcement actions as authorized by the City Code

and consistent with a CITY approved enforcement plan
Investigate and followup referred complaints at eligible facilities

Establish and collect fees necessary to recover program implementation
costs
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4 Provide Adequate Industry Notification

CITY will develop initial industry notification and educational materials and when

requested by the COUNTY will participate with County in workshops and other
outreach efforts to inform the regulated community of pending fee and significant
compliance issues

5 Assist in staff training

If requested by COUNTY CITY will provide assistance in developing staff

training modules and materials CITY will also assist if requested in the

development of a work plan documenting additional staff required for the

implementation of the commercial and industrial stormwater compliance
program

6 Appointment of a Senior Level Manager or a Senior Level Managers
designated representative as liaison to COUNTY for coordination with

the commercial and industrial stormwater compliance program

CITY will appoint a senior level manager or identify a senior level manager
designee to oversee the commercial and industrial facility stormwater program
activities and act as the primary liaison with COUNTY

7 Provide for complaint response

CITY will be responsible for complaint response for those industries in the CITY

that are not specified by the Permit or the Regional Board to be included in the

commercial and industrial inspection program

8 Reporting and documentation requirements

CITY will work with COUNTY to develop specific report formatsincluding
necessary data elements needed to comply with reporting requirements
contained in the Permit

9 Other Additional Services

CITY shall develop and provide to COUNTY educational outreach materials to

be distributed during commercial and industrial inspections

CITY
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RESOLUTION NO 2003856

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

DEC 0 9 2003
ON DATE OF

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT

BETWEEN CITY OF SACRAMENTO AND COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

FOR PERFORMANCE OF STORM WATER ORDINANCE COMPLIANCE

INSPECTIONS AT INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL FACILITIES

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL THAT

WHEREAS the EPA has delegated to the State of California the authority to

issue NPDES permits and

WHEREAS the California Regional Water Quality Control Board Central Valley
Region Regional Board has been charged by the California State Water Resources

Control Board with the responsibility to issue NPDES permits within the Central Valley
Region and

WHEREAS on December 6 2002 the Regional Board adopted a NPDES

stormwater permit No CAS0082597 Order No R520020206Permit for the County
of Sacramento and the Cities of Citrus Heights Elk Grove Folsom Galt and

Sacramento Permittees and

WHEREAS the Permittees must comply with the Permit its successor Permit
and other stormwater compliance documents subject to modification by the Regional
Board and

WHEREAS the City of Sacramento Sacramento is responsible for overseeing
regulatory compliance with the Permit for areas within its jurisdiction and

WHEREAS Sacramento and Sacramento CountyCountywish to jointly
participate in conducting storm water inspections at industrial and commercial facilities

for the purpose of complying with the Permit and

WHEREAS a cooperative effort between Sacramento and County would be

beneficial to the region by strengthening regional partnerships to enhance the quality of

life
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

THAT

The City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into a Cooperative Agreement with the

County of Sacramento for the performance of storm water inspections at industrial and

commercial facilities located in the City that are specified within the Permit

HEATHER FARGO

MAYOR

ATTEST

VIRGINIA HENRY

CITY CLERK

CERTIFIED AS TRUE
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Administrative Penalty Guidelines 
For Prohibited Non-Stormwater Discharges   
 
Section 13.16.050 of the Sacramento City Code prohibits the discharge of non-stormwater that enters the 
City=s storm drain system.  City Code section 13.16.150 authorizes various enforcement actions for 
violations of section 13.16.050, including the imposition of administrative penalties.  Administrative 
penalties for violations of section 13.16.050 are imposed pursuant to the City=s general administrative 
penalty ordinance, Sacramento City Code section 1.28.010.  This ordinance provides the following 
guidance for determining administrative penalty amounts:   
 

Amount of Administrative Penalty. Unless the city council has by resolution or by 
ordinance adopted a separate and distinct administrative penalty for the particular 
violation, the amount of the administrative penalty to be imposed shall be set by the 
department head or his or her designee responsible for issuing the administrative penalty 
order. Each day a violation continues or occurs constitutes a separate violation. Unless 
otherwise provided in this code, administrative penalties may be imposed in any amount 
not less than one hundred dollars ($100.00) nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000.00) per violation. In determining the amount of the administrative penalty to be 
imposed, the city official shall consider factors including but not limited to the 
seriousness of the violation, the responsible party's efforts to correct the violation, the 
injury/damage, if any, suffered by any member of the public, any instances in which the 
responsible party has been in violation of the same or similar code provisions in the 
previous three years, the amount of city staff time which was expended investigating or 
addressing the violation, and the amount of administrative penalties which have been 
imposed in similar situations. The amount of the administrative penalty shall be set 
according to the following schedule: 

 
a.  Level A violations are violations that present a substantial probability that death or 

serious physical harm to the public at large or person(s) would result therefrom. 
Level A violations shall be subject to an administrative penalty of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000.00) to twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00); 

 
b.  Level B violations are violations that either (1) present the threat, but not 

substantial probability, that serious physical harm to the public at large or 
person(s) would result therefrom; or (2) present circumstances that are likely to 
cause and/or do cause serious harm to public or private property; or (3) present 
a conscious and willful disregard of (i) a hearing examiner's order or orders, or 
(ii) orders or notices of violation issued by any agency or commission authorized 
to issue such orders or notices. Level B violations shall be subject to an 
administrative penalty of two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) to four 
thousand nine hundred ninety-nine dollars and ninety-nine cents ($4,999.99); 
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c.  Level C violations are violations that present circumstances that either (1) are 
likely to cause and/or do cause harm to public or private property; or (2) show 
repeated or continuous noncompliance with (i) a hearing examiner's order or 
orders, or (ii) orders or notices of violation issued by any agency or commission 
authorized to issue such orders or notices. Level C violations shall be subject to 
an administrative penalty of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) to two thousand 
four hundred ninety-nine dollars and ninety-nine cents ($2,499.99); 

 
d.  Level D violations are violations other than Level A, B, or C violations. Level D 

violations shall be subject to an administrative penalty of one hundred dollars 
($100.00) to nine hundred dollars and ninety-nine cents ($999.99). 

  
Based on the above criteria, the following guidelines are established for determining administrative penalty 
amounts for prohibited non-stormwater discharges.  
 
Residential/Private Citizen 
 
Non-hazardous non-stormwater discharges 
 
Non-hazardous materials include dirt/gravel/sand, vegetation, gray water, food waste, chlorinated pool 
water, detergents, etc. 
 
First Violation:  
 
Issuance of a notice of violation, cease and desist order and/or notice to clean and abate, but no 
imposition of administrative penalties, unless the City enforcement official determines that the responsible 
party was grossly negligent, failed to contain and clean up the prohibited material within the time frame 
prescribed by the City, attempted to mislead the City with incorrect information and/or refused to comply 
with the City=s enforcement action(s).  
 
Second Violation:  
 
Minimum penalty of $100, not to exceed $999.99 (Level D).  This also may be imposed for a first violation 
under the circumstances described above.  Determination of the penalty amount within this range will be 
made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
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Subsequent Violations:   
 
If the City enforcement official has imposed an administrative penalty on the same responsible party for a 
violation of City Code Section 13.16.050 within the preceding three years, the maximum administrative 
penalty for subsequent violations of City Code Section 13.16.050 may be increased to $2,499.99.  The 
circumstances of the subsequent violations need not be similar to those of the previous violation(s).  The 
maximum administrative penalty for subsequent violations may be increased to $4,999.99 if the criteria set 
forth above for Level B violations are met.  Determination of the penalty amount within these ranges will be 
made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Multiple Days:  
 
Each day a violation continues or occurs can be charged as a separate violation.  
 
Hazardous non-stormwater discharges 
 
Hazardous materials include oils, fuels, latex, oil or  water based paint, stucco or concrete 
waste/wastewater, sewage, antifreeze, paint thinners, herbicides, pesticides, pool chemicals, cleaners, 
solvents, acids, etc.  
 
First Violation:  
 
Minimum penalty of $200, not to exceed $2,499.99 (Level C or D) for the first prohibited non-stormwater 
discharge identified as a hazardous material.  Determination of the penalty amount within this range will be 
made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Subsequent Violations  
 
If the City enforcement official has imposed an administrative penalty on the same responsible party for a 
prohibited hazardous non-stormwater discharge within the preceding three years, the maximum 
administrative penalty for subsequent prohibited hazardous non-stormwater discharges may be increased 
to $4,999.99 if the criteria set forth above for Level B violations are met. The circumstances of the 
subsequent violations need not be similar to those of the prior violation(s).  Determination of the penalty 
amount within this range will be made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Multiple Days:   
 
Each day a violation continues or occurs can be charged as a separate violation.  
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Business 
 
Non-hazardous non-stormwater discharges 
 
First Violation:  
 
Issuance of a notice of violation, cease and desist order and/or notice to clean and abate, but no 
imposition of administrative penalties, unless the City enforcement official determines that the responsible 
party was grossly negligent, failed to contain and clean up the prohibited material within the time frame 
prescribed by the City, attempted to mislead the City with incorrect information and/or refused to comply 
with the City=s enforcement action(s).  
 
Second Violation:  
 
Minimum penalty of $250, not to exceed $2,499.99 (Level C or D).  This also may be imposed for a first 
violation under the circumstances described above.  Determination of the penalty amount within this range 
will be made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Subsequent Violations:   
 
If the City enforcement official has imposed an administrative penalty on the same responsible party for a 
violation of City Code Section 13.16.050 within the preceding three years, the maximum administrative 
penalty for subsequent violations of City Code Section 13.16.050 may be increased to $4,999.99 if the 
criteria set forth above for Level B violations are met.  The circumstances of the subsequent violations 
need not be similar to those of the previous violation(s). Determination of the penalty amount within this 
range will be made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Multiple Days:  
 
Each day a violation continues or occurs can be charged as a separate violation.  
 
BMPs:  
 
The responsible party may, upon approval by the City enforcement official, apply the administrative penalty 
amount toward the purchase of structural BMP=s to eliminate any reasonable possibility of a future 
prohibited non-storm water discharge.  
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Hazardous non-stormwater discharges 
 
First Violation:  
 
Minimum penalty of $500, not to exceed $2,499.99 (Level C or D) for the first prohibited non-stormwater 
discharge identified as a hazardous material.  The maximum administrative penalty may be increased to  
$4,999.99 if the criteria set forth above for Level B violations are met.  Determination of the penalty 
amount within these ranges will be made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Subsequent Violations  
 
If the City enforcement official has imposed an administrative penalty on the same responsible party for a 
prohibited hazardous non-stormwater discharge within the preceding three years, the maximum 
administrative penalty for subsequent prohibited hazardous non-stormwater discharges may be increased 
to $4,999.99 if the criteria set forth above for Level B violations are met. The circumstances of the 
subsequent violations need not be similar to those of the prior violation(s).  Determination of the penalty 
amount within this range will be made based on consideration of the factors set forth above. 
 
Multiple Days:   
 
Each day a violation continues or occurs can be charged as a separate violation.  
 
BMPs:  
 
The responsible party may, upon approval by the City enforcement official, apply the administrative penalty 
amount toward the purchase of structural BMP=s to eliminate any reasonable possibility of a future 
prohibited non-storm water discharge.  
 
Administrative Penalties of $5,000 or More 
 
Administrative penalties of $5000 or more, up to a maximum amount of $25,000, may be imposed under 
circumstances meeting the criteria set forth above for Level A violations. 
 
Other Enforcement Actions; Cost Recovery 
 
The imposition of administrative penalties for violations of City Code Section 13.16.050 shall not prevent 
the City or any other authorized agency from exercising any additional enforcement authority authorized or 
provided in any law or regulation, including without limitation any or all of the actions authorized by City 
Code Section 13.16.150.  The imposition of administrative penalties shall be in addition to the recovery of 
costs incurred by the City in cleaning up and abating a violation, or the recovery of costs granted to the 
City after prevailing in an administrative, civil or criminal proceeding initiated under Chapter 13.16 of the 
City Code.  
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Weather Related Events: UOC Opening Criteria 
 

 
1. FLOODING 

 
A. Significant street flooding 
B. Sacramento and American River at warning stage 
C. Creeks, channels & canals at warning stage 
D. Levee failure 
E. Dam failure 

 
 

2. SEVERE WEATHER 
 

A. Intensity and duration of storm - Forecasted ½ inch of rain or more in 1-
hour period, or N.O.A.A. quantitative precipitation forecast of 1.4” in 6 
hour, or 1.9” in 12 hours equating to 1 in 5 year or greater storm event 

B. Sustained winds over 35 mph with rainfall 
C. Forecasted sustained freezing temperatures 

 
 
*All U.O.C. participants will be notified by phone or e-mail prior to activation of U.O.C.  
See page 5 for list of those to be notified. 
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UTILITIES OPERATIONS CENTER 
5730 24th St. Bldg. #22 

DEPT. CONTACTS LAISONS 
 

CITY MANAGER   RAY KERRIDGE   808-5704 
 
UTILITIES 
DIRECTOR    GARY REENTS   808-1433 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER JESSICA HESS   808-8260 
 
MANAGER - FIELD SERVICES  SYED RIZVI    808-6217 
DRAINAGE/FLOOD   JEFF HEARD    808-6955 
WASTEWATER   WARD COX    808-6216 
WATER DISTRIBUTION  MIKE MALONE    808-6226 
 
MANAGER - PLANT SERVICES MIKE YEE    808-5670 
 
MANAGER - ENGINEERING  DAVE BRENT    808-1420 
 
MANAGER-BUSINESS SERVICES CHARLENE McKOY   808-1462 
 
MANAGER - SOLID WASTE  EDISON HICKS (INTERIM)  808-4949 
 
TRANSPORTATION   JERRY WAY    808-6381 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT  
NORTH EXECUTIVE   LT. SYLVIA MOIR   802-3004 

NORTH DAYS    LT. SYLVIA MOIR   802-3004 
NORTH MIDS   LT. GINA HAYNES   768-9550 

 
SOUTH EXECUTIVE   LT. JACKIE DOWDEN   804-9035 

SOUTH DAYS   LT. VIRGIL BROWN   952-5084 
SOUTH SWINGS  LT. DAVE PELETTA   425-4931 
SOUTH LATES   LT. TOM SWEENEY   712-7923 

 
** If the Lt. does not answer, call 264-5334 (communications) and they can raise the 

appropriate person via radio. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT   ROD CHONG    808-1602 
 
GENERAL SERVICES 
DIRECTOR    REINA SCHWARTZ   804-8367 
SUPERVISOR, CITY OPERATOR GINA KNEPP    230-4533 
FLEET    ROWIE SIZEMORE   690-6551 
 
POLICE/SHERIFF VICES SUPERVISORS ASSIGNED TO REGIONAL TRANSIT: 
    SGT. DOUG VOSKA   869-7553 
     SGT. DRU DONAT   869-6432 
     SGT. CHRIS CULLY   826-3317 
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Department of Utilities 
 
Sewer Overflow Emergency Response Plan 
 
SECTION I: INTRODUCTION 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The City of Sacramento’s Department of Utilities has developed this comprehensive incident 
response plan to be implemented in the event of an overflow from the City operated Sanitary 
Sewer System or Combined Sewer System. This document includes operational procedures 
which are to be followed in the event the overflow occurs in a residence or business, on a City 
street, or in/or towards a waters of the State. It includes mobilization of City resources to 
mitigate the effect of the incident; detailed instructions to ensure proper notification of City, 
County, Regional, State and Federal regulatory agencies; and provides the appropriate forms to 
facilitate incident documentation. 
 
A release of raw sewage is considered a hazardous material (HazMat) incident if it meets any of 
the following criteria: 

− exceeds 1,000 gallons and is overflowing in a residence/business 
− exceeds 1,000 gallons and is overflowing into a street 
− any amount of overflow flowing into or towards waters of the State. 
 

Hazardous Materials are defined as any material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or 
physical or chemical characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human 
health and safety or to the environment if released into the workplace or environment. An 
overflow/spill is defined as any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, 
discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping, or disposing into the environment, unless 
permitted or authorized by a regulatory agency. 
 
 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE 
 

The purpose of this Plan is to improve communication regarding a sewage overflow within 
the City of Sacramento as well as with outside agencies. It is intended to provide timely 
notification to responsible agencies and organizations. It provides a framework to activate 
resources, mitigate the long and short-term affects of the situation and to ensure appropriate 
clean-up activities. It provides for appropriate and complete notification of regulatory 
agencies as well as written documentation for reporting and cost recovery. 

 
This Response Plan dovetails with the Department of Utilities Multi-Hazard Disaster Plan, 
the Sacramento Operational Area Plan, the City of Sacramento’s Multi-Hazard Disaster 
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Plan, and the City of Sacramento Fire Department Hazmat Emergency Response Plan, 
revised March 1997. 

AUTHORITIES AND REFERENCES 
 

General Authorities: 
 

 California Health and Safety Code Sections: 22502, 22503.1, 22507.1; Reference 
Sections 2503 (b)4, 25503.1, 2507.1, 25518, 23320 

 EPA Administrative Permit Programs, The National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System, Section 122.41, 122.42 

 California Water Code, Section 13271 (a) 1, 2,3; (c); (e); (f); (g); and Section 13050 
 National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit No. CA0079111 Order No. 

96090, June 20, 2000 
 National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit No.CA0082597, May 11, 

2001 
 California Code of Regulations, Title 23, Section 2250 
 California Government Code Section 8574.16 

 
 
      Hazardous Material Authorities: 
       (Extracted from State OES Hazardous Material Spill/Release Notification Guidelines) 
 

 Health & Safety Code §§25270.7, 25270.8, 25507, 22503(c)(9), 25180, 25180.7 
 Health & Safety Code §§25192, 25249.5 – 25249.13 
 Vehicle Code §23112.5 
 Public Utilities Code §7673 (PUC General Orders #22-B, 161) 
 Government Code §§51018, 8670.25.5(a), 82019 
 Water Code §§13260, 13267, 13271, 13272 
 California Labor Code §6409.1(a), 6409.1(b) 
 Title 42, U.S. Code §§9603, 11004 
 Federal Regulations (49 CRF, Parts 100-177 esp. 171.15, 171.16, and Part 263, 

263.30) 
 Title 8, California Code of Regulations, 342 
 Title 13, California Code of Regulations, 13-1166 
 Title 14, California Code of Regulations, 1722 (h) 
 Title 19, California Code of Regulations, 2703, 2705 
 Title 22, California Code of Regulations, 66265.56(j), 66265.196(e), 12000 et seq. 
 Title 23, California Code of Regulations, 2230, 2250, 2251, 2256(b), 2257(g), 

2258(a), 2259 
 
References: 
 

 El Dorado Irrigation District Spill Response Procedures, October 6, 1999 
 The City of San Diego Sewage Overflow Response Plan, July 2000 
 County of Sacramento, Public Works Agency, Water Quality Division, Wastewater 

Collection System, Storm Drainage System and Creeks/Channel Maintenance 
Incident Response Plan (No date) 
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 County of Sacramento, Department of Public Works, Water Quality Division Report 
on State Water Resources Control Board Proposed Regulation on Reportable 
Quantities and Reporting Requirements for Sewage Overflows, April 25, 1988 

 State Water Resources Control Board Water Discharge Requirements, May 1, 2006 
 Orange County Sanitation District Procedure No. TS-ECM-SOP-001 Spill Notification 

Procedures, May 2, 2000 
 California Office of Emergency Services, Fact Sheet, Winter Storm Preparedness 

Reporting Sewage Releases 
 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Appropriate response to a sewage spill or overflow requires cooperation and coordination 
between the Department of Utilities, other City Departments, and Sacramento County. 
 
The following sections detail the roles and responsibilities of the Department of Utilities, the 
City Fire Department, and the Water Quality Division of the Sacramento County Public Works 
Agency. 

 
County of Sacramento – Public Works Agency, Water Quality Division 

The Sacramento County Public Works Agency, Water Quality Division maintains 335 miles 
of sewage lines within the Sacramento City Limits (Refer to the Sewer Basins Map on page 
10). In the event of a sewer system overflow in this portion of the City, Sacramento County 
personnel will respond to the call. If the spill exceeds 1,000 gallons or is flowing into/towards 
waters of the state, County of Sacramento will notify the City Operator. The City Operator 
will forward the information to the Sewer Collection Supervisor and Drainage Supervisor for 
action and coordination (See Section III). 
 

Fire Department (Incident Command) 
The Fire Department will assume the role of City Incident Commander for any overflows 
1,000 gallons or more to a street, business or residence, or any overflow into/towards 
waters of the State. In the course of their duties as the Incident Commander, the Fire 
Department has enforcement capabilities for clean-up of an overflow incident caused by a 
private party. 
 
The Fire Department, when dispatched to the scene of a sewer system overflow, will 
activate their City of Sacramento Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan. Under 
the Plan they will call a Level I, Level II, or Level III resource response. 
 

Level I Incident (Known as a Level I Hazmat Incident (HMI)) 
 

Spills, leaks, ruptures, damaged containers, and/or fires involving hazardous materials 
which can be contained, extinguished, and/or abated utilizing equipment, supplies, and 
resources immediately available to the first responders (F.R.O.) of the fire department 
having jurisdiction, and; 
 
The incident can properly be handled by fire department personnel whose qualifications are 
limited to and do not exceed the scope of training explained in SARA TITLE III (OSHA), Title 
29 CFR Section 1910 with reference to FIRST RESPONDER, and as a minimum are trained 
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to First Responder Operational (F.R.O.) in accordance with National Fire Protection 
Association Standard #472, and; 
Hazardous materials incident which may require the removal and excavation of civilians 
within the perimeter of incident scene isolation, and; Hazardous materials incident which 
does not exceed the necessity to utilize standard structural/flammable liquid protective 
equipment immediately available to the first responder. 

 
Level II Incident (Known as a Level II HMI) 
 

A hazardous materials incident which may require the use of any kind of specialized 
protective equipment, tool, or knowledge not available to and beyond the scope of the first 
responder of the agency having jurisdiction, and/or; 
 
A hazardous materials incident which can only by identified, tested, sampled, contained, 
extinguished, and/or abated utilizing the expertise and resources of the Sacramento Fire 
Department Hazardous Materials Response Team, and/or; 
 
A hazardous materials incident which may require the removal and evacuation of civilians 
within the area of the fire department having jurisdiction which may encompass several 
buildings, and/or; 
 
Fires involving hazardous materials that, due to the complexities of the chemical involved, 
are permitted to burn for a controlled period of time or are allowed to consume themselves 
or which may require special extinguishing techniques and objectives, and/or; 
 
The incident can only be properly handled by fire department personnel whose qualifications 
meet or exceed the scope of training explained in SARA TITLE III (OSHA), Title 29 CFS 
Section 1910 with reference to HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SPECIALIST, and as a minimum 
are trained to Hazardous Materials Technician/Specialist (H.M.T./H.M.S.) in accordance with 
National Fire Protection Association Standard #472. 
 

Level III Incident (Known as a Level III HMI) 
 

Hazardous materials incident which, in the opinion of the Incident Commander of the agency 
having jurisdiction, or the Officer of the Sacramento Fire Department Hazardous Materials 
Response Team (HMRT), requires at least two Sacramento Fire Department Hazardous 
Materials Response Teams on scene, and/or; 
 
The Sacramento Fire Department De-Con Team is required on scene for HMRT incident 
support, and/or civilians or personnel have become contaminated, and/or; 
 
Hazardous materials incident can only be contained and/or abated only by utilizing the 
highly specialized equipment, services, or supplies available from special municipal, 
environmental, and industrial response personnel who are in support of the activities of the 
HMRT. Such equipment, techniques, and qualified personnel are in excess of or are in 
addition to those available from the on-scene HMRT, and/or; 

 
Fires involving hazardous materials that are allowed to burn due to the ineffectiveness or 
dangers of the use of any kind of extinguishing agent, or the unavailability of the proper 
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extinguishing agent, or the material is highly reactive, water-reactive, or may be prone to 
sudden polymerization; and/or there is a real threat of large container failure or an 
explosion, detonation, BLEVE (Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor Explosion), or container 
failure has already occurred, and/or; 
 
Hazardous materials incident which requires evacuation of civilians from a large 
geographical area, or evaluation has extended across jurisdictional boundaries; and/or there 
are serious civilian injuries and/or death as a result of the hazardous materials incident, 
and/or; 
 

The hazardous materials incident has become one of a multi-agency involvement. 
 
Fire Department – Response to a Hazardous Material Incident 
 

Fire Department emergency response to a hazardous material spill activates the Incident 
Command System. Under this system, five (5) sections can be activated. They are: 
 

1. Incident Commander 
The Incident Command’s responsibility is the overall management of the incident. On 
most incidents the command activity is carried out by a single Incident Commander. 
 

2. Operations Section Chief 
The Operations Section Chief is responsible for the management of all operations 
directly applicable to the primary mission. The Operation Section Chief activates and 
supervises organization elements in accordance with the Incident Action Plan and 
directs its execution. The Operations Chief also directs the preparation of unit 
operational plans, requests or releases resources, makes expedient changes to the 
Incident Action Plan as necessary, and reports such to the Incident Commander. 
 

3. Logistics Section Chief 
The Logistics Section Chief is responsible for providing facilities, services, and material 
in support of the incident. The Section Chief participates in development and 
implementation of the Incident Action Plan. 

 
4. Planning Section Chief 

The Planning Section Chief is responsible for the collection, evaluation, dissemination, 
and use of information about the development of the incident and status of resources. 
Information is needed to 1) understand the current situation, 2) predict probable course 
of incident events, and 3) prepare alternative strategies and control operations for the 
incident. 
 

5. Financial Section Chief 
The role of the Financial Section Chief is to supervise the financial support, response 
and recovery for the incident, and activate necessary accounting procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The McMullen Company, Inc. 11 Department of Utilities 
Emergency Management Division      Field Services, Wastewater Collection 
 

Wastewater Collection 
Standard Operating Procedures 

Utilities Department – Response to a Hazardous Material Incident: 
 

Field/Plant Services Division personnel will respond to all reports of sewage overflows in any 
location of the City of Sacramento, including rivers, canals, streams, the combined system, 
plants, and discharges contained in the appropriate NPDES permits. 
 
They will ensure notification has been made to the Fire Department any time the spill is 
considered a hazardous nature incident, exceeds 1,000 gallons, or is traveling into or 
towards waters of the State. 
 

1. Unified Command: 
Field Services Division Manager, Plant Services Division Manager, or Designees will 
participate in the role of Unified Commander and will report to the Incident 
Commander from the Fire Department. 
 

2. Operations Section: 
Sewer System Superintendent or Plant Services Superintendent will report to the 
Operations Section Chief from the Fire Department. This person is responsible for 
continual updates of situation information and technical system operation 
considerations. This section will brief all incoming department personnel responding to 
the incident. 
 

3. Planning Section: 
The Engineering Services Division will assure department planning functions. If 
needed, they will be dispatched to the scene and report to the Fire Planning Section 
Chief. In any event, this group will prepare and submit an overflow report on spills 
1,000 gallons or greater to the Regional Water Quality Control Board. They will also 
provide technical support to reporting divisions and departments. 

 
4. Finance Section (Business Services Division): 

This division of the Department of Utilities will collect necessary cost information and 
establish cost centers for future reporting and financial tracking. 
 

5. Logistics Section: 
Field Services or Plant Services personnel will be assigned to the logistics section on 
an as needed basis which will be determined by Unified Command. This group will 
procure necessary supplies and services to assist in the containment and clean-up 
operations. 
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Department of Utilities 
 
Sewer Overflow Emergency Response Plan 
 
SECTION II: PROCEDURE 
 
NOTIFICATION OF INCIDENT 
 
The Department of Utilities’ City Operator is notified by Department personnel, the City’s 911 
Emergency System, or by other City personnel or outside agencies. Once notified, the actions 
outlined beginning on page 16 will be implemented. 
 
 
EVALUATE AND ESTIMATE 
 
The Sewer Collection Field Crew will evaluate the incident and attempt to estimate the volume 
of overflow. 
 
 
LOCATION OF OVERFLOW: 
 
The location of the overflow will determine which actions and notifications will have to be made. 
Location is separated into three categories: 
 

• Residence or Business (see page 15) 

• Streets (see page 18) 

• Waters of the State – into or towards (see page 21). Waters of the State include any 
surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within the boundaries of the 
state. Under this definition, this category includes all ditches, canals, streams, or rivers. 

  
RESPONSE/ACTIONS 
 
Response and notification vary depending upon the locations and/or amount of overflow. 
Primary response begins with the Sewer Collection Supervisor who dispatches a field crew for 
initial size-up of the incident. All appropriate notification calls will be made and trigger the 
response from within the Department of Utilities. 
 
The Sewer Collection Superintendent shall ensure that the Fire Department is notified of the 
incident. The Fire Department shall be called to respond in the following situations: 

− 1,000 gallons or more flowing into a business or residence 
− 1,000 gallons or more flowing into the street 
− Any amount of overflow into or towards waters of the State 
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SEWER OVERFLOWS INTO RESIDENCE/BUSINESS 
 

911 Dispatch 
 Notify Regional Fire Communications 

 
Regional Fire Communications Center 

 Notify City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 
City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 Complete Sewer Overflow/Spill Notification Form, see page 26 
 identify and document caller 
 request nature of overflow 
 determine start time of overflow, if possible 

 During business hours, notify Sewer Collection Supervisor. If Supervisor cannot be 
reached, notify the Sewer Collection Superintendent. 

 After hours, notify the On-Call Sewer Collection Supervisor 

 
Sewer Collection Supervisor 

 Dispatch field crew to scene 

 Notify Drainage Collection Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 

 Notify City of Sacramento’s Risk Management Office or Contractor 

 Notify Control 12 to dispatch Plant Services personnel if the overflow enters into a 
drop inlet 

 Photograph the incident 

 Document the incident 
 Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, see page 27 
 City of Sacramento’s Incident/Loss Report, see page 38 

 Initiate clean-up procedures 

 
Sewer Collection Field Crew 

 Proceed to location of overflow 

 Determine Responsibility – property owner or City 

 If the overflow is the City’s responsibility 
 Relieve 
 Contain 
 Clean-up 

 
Sewer Collection Superintendent/Designee 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, if necessary, see page 27 

 Review incident documentation 

 Send Incident/Loss Report to Risk Management 
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FOR SEWER OVERFLOWS IN RESIDENCE/BUSINESS WHICH ARE 1,000 GALLONS OR 
GREATER, ALSO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES. 
 
Sacramento County Water Quality 

 Notify City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 
City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 Ensure Fire Department is notified 

 If spill occurs in County maintained lines, notify Sewer Collection and Drainage 
Collection Supervisors 

 
Sewer Collection Supervisor 

 Notify Sewer Collection Superintendent 

 Ensure Fire Department has been notified and is en route to scene to activate 
hazardous material command structure 

 
Sewer Collection Superintendent 

 Notify Field Services Division Manager/Designee or the Plant Services Division 
Manager/Designee 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, if necessary, see page 27 

 
Field Services Division or Plant Services Division Manager/Designee 

 The Field Services Division Manager/Designee or Plant Services Division 
Manager/Designee will coordinate to notify the following: 

 Division Managers 
 Director of Utilities 
 Department of Utilities Public Information Officer 
 City Manager 
 Assistant City Manager 
 Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 State Department of Fish and Game 
 Sacramento County Health Officer 
 State Department of Health Services 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, see page 27 

 
Engineering Services Division, Water Quality Section 

 Prepare and submit an overflow report to Regional Water Quality Control Board 
within 72 hours of incident 
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Sac Co Health Officer/EMD 

State OES 

Field Services  
Division Manager/Designee 
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SEWER OVERFLOWS INTO STREETS 
 
 

911 Dispatch 
 Notify Regional Fire Communications 

 
Regional Fire Communications Center 

 Notify City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 
 
City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 Complete Sewer Overflow/Spill Notification Form, see page 26 
 identify and document caller 
 request nature of overflow 
 determine start time of overflow, if possible 

 During business hours, notify Sewer Collection Supervisor. If Supervisor cannot be 
reached, notify the Sewer Collection Superintendent. 

 After hours, notify the On-Call Sewer Collection Supervisor 
 
Sewer Collection Supervisor 

 Notify Drainage Collection Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 
 Notify Plant Services Division personnel 
 Photograph the incident 
 Document the incident 

 Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, see page 27 
 City of Sacramento’s Incident/Loss Report, see page 28 

 If the street(s) is unsafe, notify the City Operator and ask them to notify the Streets Division 
of the situation 

 
Sewer Collection Field Crew 

 Proceed to location of spill 
 Relieve 
 Contain 
 Clean-up 

 
Sewer Collection Superintendent/Designee 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, if necessary, see page 27 
 Review incident documentation 
 Send Incident/Loss Report to Risk Management 
 Forward copy of Incident/Loss Report and field report to Engineering Services Division’s 

Water Quality Section 
 
Plant Services Division Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 

 Determine if any plants are causing or being affected by the overflow. If so, 
 isolate the plant and shut it down 
 document and prepare field report 
 forward copy of field report to Engineering Services Division’s Water Quality Section 

within 24 hours of incident 
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FOR SEWER OVERFLOWS INTO STREETS WHICH ARE 1,000 GALLONS OR GREATER 
INTO STREETS ALSO COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES. 
 
Sacramento County Water Quality 

 Notify City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 
 
City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 Ensure Fire Department is notified 
 If spill occurs in County maintained lines, notify Sewer Collection and Drainage Collection 

Supervisors 
 
Sewer Collection Supervisor 

 Notify Sewer Collection Superintendent 
 Ensure Fire Department has been notified and is en route or on scene to activate 

hazardous material incident command structure 
 
Sewer Collection Superintendent 

 Notify Field Services Division Manager/Designee or the Plant Services Division 
Manager/Designee 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, if necessary, see page 27 
 
Field Services Division or Plant Services Division Manager/Designee 

 The Field Services Division Manager/Designee or Plant Services Division 
Manager/Designee will coordinate to notify the following: 

 Division Managers 
 Director of Utilities 
 Department of Utilities Public Information Officer 
 City Manager 
 Assistant City Manager 
 Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 State Department of Fish and Game 
 Sacramento County Health Officer 
 State Department of Health Services 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, see page 27 
 
Engineering Services Division, Water Quality Section 

 Prepare and submit an overflow report to Regional Water Quality Control Board within 72 
hours of incident 
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Sac Co Health Officer/EMD 

State OES 

Field Services  
Division Manager/Designee 
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SEWER OVERFLOW FLOWING INTO OR EXPECTED 
TO ENTER WATERS OF THE STATE 

 
911 Dispatch 

 Notify Regional Fire Communications 
 
Sacramento County Water Quality 

 Notify City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 
 
Regional Fire Communications Center 

 Notify City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 
 
City Operator (Dept. of General Services) 

 Ensure Fire Department has been notified 
 If spill occurs in County maintained lines, notify Sewer Collection and Drainage Collection 

Supervisors 
 Complete Sewer Overflow/Spill Notification Form, see page 26 

 identify and document caller 
 request nature of overflow 
 determine start time of overflow, if possible 

 During business hours, notify Sewer Collection Supervisor. If Supervisor cannot be 
reached, notify the Sewer Collection Superintendent. 

 After hours, notify the On-Call Sewer Collection Supervisor 
 
Sewer Collection Supervisor 

 Ensure Fire Department has been notified and is en route or is on scene to activate 
hazardous materials command structure 

 Notify Plant Services Division Manager 
 Notify Sewer Collection Superintendent 
 Notify Drainage Collection Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 
 Notify Plant Services Wastewater Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 
 Photograph the incident 
 Document the incident 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, see page 27 
 
Sewer Collection Superintendent 

 Notify Field Services Division Manager 
 

 
Sewer Collection Field Crew 

 Immediately notify Supervisor 
 If possible, relieve, contain, and clean-up 

 
Plant Services Division Wastewater Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 

 Notify Plant Services Division Manager 
 Determine if any plants are causing or being affected by the overflow. If so, 

 isolate the plant and shut it down 
 document and prepare field report 
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 forward copy of field report to Engineering Services Division’s Water Quality Section 
within 24 hours of incident 

 communicate findings to Sewer Collection Superintendent or On-Call Supervisor 
and Plant Services Division Manager 

 
Field Services Division or Plant Services Division Manager/Designee 

 The Field Services Division Manager/Designee or Plant Services Division 
Manager/Designee will coordinate to notify the following: 

 Director of Utilities 
 Engineering Services Division Manager 
 Department of Utilities Public Information Officer 
 City Manager 
 Assistant City Manager 
 Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 State Department of Fish and Game 
 State Department of Health Services 
 Environmental Management Division (EMD)/Sacramento County Health Officer 
 Office of Emergency Services (OES) 

 Complete Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist, see page 27 
 
Engineering Services Division, Water Quality Section 

 Prepare and submit an overflow report to Regional Water Quality Control Board within 72 
hours of incident 
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Field Services Division 
Manager/Designee 

Plant Services Wastewater 
Superintendent 

Plant Services Division 
Manager 

Utilities Public Info Off icer 

Engineering Svc Div Manager 

Director of Utilities 

Assistant City Manager 

Reg Water Qual Control Board 

Fish and Game 

State Health Department 

Sac County Health Officer/EMD 

State OES 

City Manager 

Drainage Collection 
Superintendent/Supervisor 
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CITY OF SACRAMENTO – DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES 
SEWER OVERFLOW NOTIFICATION LIST 

 
Name Office Fax Cellular Pager Home/After Hours 
City Operator 264-5011     
Administration      
Gary Reents 808-1433 808-1497 425-7092  967-8912 
Jessica Hess 808-8260 808-8658 698-1705 810-7411 392-4714 
Control 12 (weekdays) 808-5226 808-7955    
Sac Control (weekends/after hours) 808-4961 808-4994 798-7587   
Field Services      
Syed Rizvi 808-6217 808-6293 205-5475  (530) 758-5833 
Mike Malone 808-6226 421-4596 997-5139 810-6083  
Ward Cox 808-6216 808-6328 996-2901 810-6113 386-1034 
Jeff Heard 808-6955 391-3128 919-6493 810-6103 983-3289 
Plant Services      
Mike Yee 808-5670 808-7955 798-7575  391-9601 
Dave Phillips 808-5652 808-7955 952-8809 810-6024 682-1529 
Mark Laurenzi 808-5674 808-7955 761-9349  (209) 745-4580 
Clark Munkers 808-5653 808-7955 952-8803 810-6030 (530) 633-9115 
 808-5651 808-7955 715-1675   
Ron Myers 808-3765 808-3780  810-6123 682-9272 
Engineering Services      
Dave Brent 808-1420 808-1497 834-6715  (530) 759-9232 
Bill Busath 808-1434 808-1497 801-4697  487-8416 
Rick Batha 808-1448 808-1497 712-9373  (530) 758-3122 
Bill Zehnder 808-1411 808-1497 826-0465 810-6072 660-1757 
City Manager’s Office      
Ray Kerridge, City Manager 808-1930     
Marty Hanneman, Assistant City Mgr. 808-7508     
Cassandra Jennings, Asst. City Mgr. 808-8888     
John Dangberg, Assistant City Mgr. 808-1222     
Gus Vina, Assistant City Mgr. 808-1738     
Amy Williams, Public Info. Officer 808-5014     
Fire Department      
Regional Fire Communications 228-3035 228-3082    
Risk Management (Call in order)      
Joe Crady 808-5502 808-5160 396-5045 697-7169 726-6796 
Larry Nelson (Claims Manager) 808-5739 808-5160 214-3030  933-9446 
Regional Water Control Board     464-3291 

State Office of ER Services 845-8911 or 
845-8510     

State Dept of Fish & Game 445-0045     
State Dept of Health Services 322-2308 323-9869 799-4256 328-3605 328-3605 
Sac. County Environmental Health 875-8440 875-8513   875-5000 
U.S. Coast Guard (510) 437-3073    (510) 437-3073 
Sac. County Health Officer 875-5881    875-5000 

 
Revised August 2006 
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DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES

Sewer Overflow/Spill Notification Form 
 

 

Name       Date       Time       
(1) CITY OPERATOR  (2) CONTROL 12  (3)SAC CONTROL  
(4) FIELD SERVICES  (5) PLANT SERVICES  (6) EAFWTP  

 

Location: 

(7) SRWTP  

If a call is received regarding a hazardous material spill record as much of the information as possible below. 
PERSON WHO NOTIFIED YOU: 

NAME:       

AGENCY:       PHONE NUMBER: (   )    -     
 

SPILL INFORMATION 

TIME AND DURATION OF SPILL (note if spill is ongoing):       
EXACT LOCATION/ADDRESS OF SPILL:       
SOURCE OF SPILL, IF KNOWN:  MANHOLE  MAIN  SERVICE  P.O.S. C/O  TWO WAY C/O 
MAIN PLUGGED BETWEEN  UPSTREAM MH       DOWNSTREAM MH       
TYPE OF SPILL:  SEWER  HAZMAT MATERIAL       
RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPILL:  CITY  PROPERTY OWNER  COUNTY SEWER 
CAUSE OF SPILL:  ROOTS  GREASE  DEBRIS 
VOLUME/AMOUNT OF SPILL:       GALLONS 
DID THE SPILL ENTER A WATERWAY?   YES   NO NAME OF WATERWAY       

DID THE SPILL ENTER A STORM DRAIN?   YES   NO 
    

 
WHO ORIGINATED THE SPILL?  WHO IS HANDLING THE ON-SITE SPILL RESPONSE? 

NAME:        NAME:       

AGENCY:       
 

AGENCY:       

PHONE NUMBER: (   )    -      
PHONE 
NUMBER: (   )    -     

    

COMMENTS: 

      

      

      

      

PERSONNEL:       

EQUIPMENT:       
 
Form Reviewed 
by:       (Supervisor) 
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DEPARTMENT OF UTILITIES

Sewer Overflow Notification Checklist 
 

 
NOTIFICATION:  Refer to Appropriate Spills Procedure for Notification Information 

(1) CITY OPERATOR Name Time 
                  
                  
                  
                  

 
(2) 
(3) 

CONTROL 12 
SAC CONTROL Name Time 

 City Operator             
 SRWTP             
 EAFWTP             

 
On-Call Plant Services 
Supervisor             

 OTHER             
 

(4) FIELD SERVICES Name Time 
                  
                  
                  
                  

 
(5) PLANT SERVICES Name Time 
                  
                  
                  

 
(6) EAFWTP Name Time 

 On-Call SPO             
 SRWTP             
 CONTROL 12             
 CITY OPERATOR             
 BRYTE BEND WTP             
 FAX TO MIKE YEE             
 OTHER             

 
(7) SRWPT Name Time 

 On-Call SPO             
 EAFWTP             
 CONTROL 12             
 CITY OPERATOR             
 ACWS             
 CWD             
 OTHER             
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II. Wet Weather Combined System Overflow Response SOP 
Revised 10/26/05 
 

For notification list, see p. 27 of this manual 
 
Level A 

• Wet weather event;  
• Less than (<) 1000 gallons 
• Did/will not enter waters of the state 
• Presents no exposure hazard to the public 

1. Secure the site 
2. Relieve the stoppage 
3. Begin clean-up 
4. Notify Regional Water Quality Control Board within 30 days 

 
Level B 

• Wet weather event 
• Less than (<) 1,000 gallons;  
• Did/will not enter waters of the State;  
• High risk of public exposure (schools, daycare, malls, etc.);  

1. Use chain of command to notify County Environmental Management Department 
(County EMD) 

2. Secure the site to minimize public exposure, including notifying signs at the site 
3. Post additional exposure notices as directed 
4. Relieve the stoppage 
5. Begin clean-up 
6. Notify Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) within 30 days 

 
Level C 

• Wet weather event 
• Greater than (>) 1,000 gallons; or 
• Spill entered waters of the State 

1. Use chain of command to contact County EMD and other required agencies, 
including verbally notifying RWQCB within 24 hours and in writing within 5 days 

2. Secure the site to minimize public exposure, including notifying signs at the site 
3. Post additional exposure notices as directed 
4. Relieve the stoppage 
5. Begin clean-up 

 
Level D 

• Catastrophic wet weather event, defined as: 
• Very high risk of public exposure; and 
• Widespread street flooding affecting multiple homes, businesses, one or more schools, day 

cares, at risk 
1. Use chain of command to contact County Health Officer/County EMD and other 

required agencies, including verbally notifying RWQCB within 24 hours and in writing 
within 5 days 

2. Secure the site to minimize public exposure, including notifying signs at the site 
3. Post additional exposure notices as directed 
4. Relieve the stoppage 
5. Begin clean-up 
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III. Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Response SOP 
Revised 11/9/05 

For notification list, see p. 27 of this manual 
 
When responding to an SSO, determine the event level and take immediate action. 
 
Level A 

• Less than (<) 1,000 gallons;  
• Did/will not enter waters of the State;  
• Presents no exposure hazard to the public 

5. Secure the site 
6. Relieve the stoppage 
7. Begin clean-up 
8. No notification outside Department of Utilities 

 
Level B 

• Less than (<) 1,000 gallons;  
• Did/will not enter waters of the State;  
• High risk of public exposure (schools, daycare, malls, etc.);  

7. Use chain of command to notify County Environmental Management 
Department (County EMD) 

8. Secure the site to minimize public exposure, including notifying signs at site 
9. Post additional exposure notices as directed 
10. Relieve the stoppage 
11. Begin clean-up 

 
Level C 

• Greater than (>) 1,000 gallons; or 
• Entered waters of the State; or 
• High risk of public exposure (schools, daycare, malls, etc.); 

6. Use chain of command to contact County EMD, RWQCB, and other required 
agencies 

7. Secure the site to minimize public exposure, including notifying signs at site 
8. Post additional exposure notices as directed 
9. Relieve the stoppage 
10. Begin clean-up 

 
Level D 

• Catastrophic event, defined as: 
• Very high risk of public exposure; and 
• Widespread street flooding affecting multiple homes, businesses, one or more 

schools, day cares, at risk 
1. Use chain of command to contact County Health Officer, County EMD, 

RWQCB, and other required agencies 
2. Secure the site to minimize public exposure, including notifying signs at site 
3. Post additional exposure notices as directed 
4. Relieve the stoppage 
5. Begin clean-up      
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IV. Wet Weather CSO and SSO SOP 
 

1. All personnel responding to CSO’s and SSO’s will carry digital camera, 
exposure notices, barricades, caution tape, and traffic cones. 

 
2. All personnel responding to CSO’s and SSO’s will photo document the 

event. 
 

3. Wastewater Collection personnel will determine if an event is a CSO by 
the presence of debris (i.e. Fecal matter, toilet paper, condoms, etc.) or 
witnessing water exiting the combined system.  If these conditions are 
not present, the event will be deemed a system surcharge and 
monitored for change. 

 
4. The following formula will be used to calculate the volume (in gallons) of 

a CSO: 
L’ X W’ X D’ X 7.48 = volume in gallons 

 
5. Volume of SSO’s will be determined by the on-site Supervisor using the 

gpm x duration = volume formula. 
 
6. Methods to be used to secure the site may include: 

A. Restricting vehicle traffic using responding equipment, redirecting 
traffic using traffic cones, street closures, or with the assistance 
of the Police Department 

B. Restricting pedestrian traffic using caution tape and barricades   
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V. SSO/CSO Training SOP  
 
 

1. Review SSO and CSO Response Checklists (see p. 33). Be sure everyone 
understands the difference and the steps to be taken with each. 

2. Review the CSO/Surcharge Decision Tree (see p. 36). Be sure everyone knows 
the difference between an outflow and a surcharged condition. 

3. Review the Wet Weather CSO and SSO Standard Operating Procedure (see p. 
34). Be sure everyone understands their responsibilities and equipment they 
must have at hand. 
Stress the importance of  photo documenting the overflow or outflow, securing 
the site, and calculating the volume of the overflow or outflow.  

4. To explain the formula to calculate volume of the overflow or outflow, use the 
following example:   

 
                             L’ x   W’ x   D’ x   7.48 = Volume of spill 

                      
       (Length in feet times width in feet times depth in feet times the constant of 7.48     
gallons per cubic foot equals volume of the overflow or outflow.  To make the 
calculation a bit easier, we will use .1 to equal one inch.) 
 
         Substituting 200 for L,  4 for W, .1 for D, the equation will be: 
 
             200 x 4 x .1 x  7.48 = Volume 

800 x .1 x  7.48 = Volume 
   80    x      7.48 = Volume 
   598.4 gallons   = Volume of overflow or outflow 
   

           (Calculators will be available for this calculation!) 
 
 
Review this information until everyone understands their duties and responsibilities, and 
can perform the calculation. 
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VI. CSO/Surcharge Decision Tree  
 

For notification list, see p. 27 of this manual 
 

Is sewer debris present? 
OR 

Is water flowing from the system? 
 

NO  YES 

 
 

Photo document event 
Continue to monitor 

 
Photo document event 

 
 

Estimate volume 

 
 

Determine spill level 
from checklist 

 
 

Notify Superintendent 
(Notify F.S. Mgr if unable 

to contact Supt.) 

 
 

Superintendent to notify 
County EMD/Health, 

RWQCB, F.S. Mgr 
 
 

Supervisor to secure 
site and complete 

appropriate level check 
list steps 
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VII. Rain Patrol SOP 
 
The Drainage Collection Section is responsible for the implementation of rain patrols.  
Depending on the amount of rainfall, one of two patrolling plans will be implemented.  
When appropriate, the Wastewater Collection Section assists Drainage Collection with 
Rain Patrol.  Drainage Collection is responsible for the separated system and 
Wastewater Collection for the combined system. 
 
Patrolling Plans 
During the winter months, the Field Services Division is prepared to implement one or 
two Rain Patrol Plans for the collection system. The Drainage Collection Section 
decides whether to implement Plan A or Plan B based upon the current weather 
conditions.   
 
 Plan A: Minor Rain Event Where Rainfall Is ½ Inch Or Less in One Hour. 

 
Plan A is a modified rain patrol plan in which approximately 12 Wastewater 
Collection personnel (in two-person crews) participate.  While using this plan, the 
City is divided into 17-18 large areas, of which Wastewater Collection is responsible 
for 6.  These sections correspond to A, B, C, D, D2, and F (see Plan “A” map on the 
following page).  Generally, one crew is dispatched per area, although additional 
crews may be assigned depending on the incident, including crews responsible for 
specific pieces of equipment. 
 

 
 Plan B: Large Rain Event Where Rainfall Is ½ Inch Or More in One Hour.  

 
When implementing Plan B, the City is split into 36 separate areas, of which 
Wastewater Collection is responsible for 14.  These are Areas 1-6, 9-12, and 14-17 
(see Plan “B” map on p. 39).  Approximately 93 Field Services personnel (Drainage 
Collection, Water Distribution, and Wastewater Collection) participate in this plan, 
including roughly 34 personnel from Wastewater Collection (2-person crews).   
 
The same consideration that is used during the minor rain event is also used to 
decide when, where and how many crews will be dispatched.  In this phase, 
approximately 40 personnel are drawn from the Water Distribution Section and 
Public Works' Streets Division. 
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BOUNDARIES PLAN A 
 

Area A 
North: American River from Sacramento River east to 16th St. 
East: 16th St. from American River south to Freeway I-80. 
South: Freeway I-80 from 16th St. west to Sacramento River. 
West: Sacramento River from Freeway I-80 north to American River. 
 
Area B 
North: American River from 16th St. east to Alhambra Bv. 
East: Alhambra Bv. From American River south to Highway 50. 
South: Highway 50 to Freeway I-80 from Alhambra Bv. West to 16th St. 
West: 16th St. from Freeway I-80 north to American River. 
 
Area C 
North: American River from Alhambra Bv. East to the County Line. 
East: County Line south to American River west to Howe Ave. then south to Jackson Rd. 
South: Jackson Rd. to Highway 50 from Howe Ave. west to Alhambra Bv. 
West: Alhambra Bv. from Highway 50 north to American River. 
 
Area C1 
 Everything in Area C east of 48th St. to Coloma Rd. 
 
Area D 
North: Highway 50/Freeway 99 interchange. 
East: To Folsom Blvd. East on Folsom Blvd. to 65th St. 
South:  To 14th Ave. follow east to 65th St. Everything north of 14th Ave. 
West: Follow County Line to Freeway 99/Fruitridge Rd. North on Freeway 99 to Highway 50. 
 
Area D2 
North: North to Folsom Blvd. East on Folsom Blvd. To Howe Ave. to American River East to County 

Line. 
East: Follow County Line from American River at Howe Ave. Change to South Watt Ave., South to the 

Southern County Line. 
South: Follow County Line from South Watt Ave. West to Western County Line. 
West: Follow Western County Line South to 14th Ave. West on 14th Ave. to 65th St. Everything North 

of 14th Ave. 
 
Area D1 
 Everything in Area D south of 14th Ave. 
 
Area E 
North: Fruitridge Rd from Sacramento River east to U.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: U.P.R.R. tracks from Fruitridge Rd south to Florin Rd. 
South: Follow Florin Rd. from U.P.R.R. tracks to I-5. 
West: Follow I-5 from Florin Rd. north to Seamas Ave. 
 
Area E2 
North: Florin Rd. from I-5 east to U.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: U.P.R.R. tracks south to County Line. 
South:  Follow County Line west to I-5. 
West: Follow I-5 north to Florin Rd. 
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Area E1 
 Everything in Area E & E2 west of Freeway I-5. 
 
Area F 
North: Freeway I-80 from the Sacramento River east to Alhambra Bv. 
East: Alhambra Bv/Highway 50 to Freeway 99 south to Fruitridge Rd. 
 Fruitridge Rd/Freeway 99 south follow County Line to Fruitridge Rd/Franklin Bv. then west on 

Fruitridge Rd. to 
West: Sacramento River from Fruitridge Rd. north to Freeway I-80. 
 
Area F1 
 Everything in Area F south of Sutterville Rd. 
 
Area G 
North: Follow I-80 from East Drainage Canal east to County Line and then follow County Line east to 

Auburn Blvd. 
East: Follow County Line south to American River by Cal Expo. 
South: Follow American River from Route 160 west to County Line by Cal Expo. 
West: Follow U.P.R.R. tracks east of Drainage Canal from I-80 south to Route 160 and American 

River. 
 
Area G1 
North: Follow I-80 from Sacramento River to East Drainage Canal. 
East: Follow U.P.R.R. tracks east of Drainage Canal from I-80 south to Route 160 and American 

River. 
South: Follow American River from Route 160 west to Sacramento River. 
West:  Follow County Line on Sacramento River from American River north to I-80. 
 
Area G2 
North: Follow County Line from State Route 99 to eastern County Line. 
East: From northern County Line follow west of East Main Drainage Canal south to I-80. 
South: Follow I-80 from East Drainage Canal west to County Line at Drainage Canal. 
West:  Follow County Line from I-80 north to northern County Line on Elkhorn Bv. 
 
Area G3 
North: Follow County Line from Sorento Rd. east to County Line (Patrol Rd). 
East: Follow County Line south to I-80. 
South: Follow I-80 west to County Line (Northgate Blvd.) 
West: Follow County Line north to East Levee Rd. and Sorento Rd. Intersection. 
 
Area H 
North: Follow County Line east from U.P.R.R. tracks to eastern County Line. 
East: Follow County Line south to southern County Line. 
South: Follow County Line west to U.P.R.R. tracks. 
West: Follow U.P.R.R. tracks north to County Line. 
 
Area H1 
 Everything in Area H south of Mack Rd. 
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BOUNDARIES PLAN B 
 

Area 1 
North: American River from Sacramento River to North 12th St. 
West: Sacramento River from Capitol Bridge N to American River Junction. 
South: Capitol Mall from Capitol Bridge E to 10th St. N to L St. E to 12th St. 
East: 12th St. from N St. to American River. 
 
Area 2 
North: American River from North 12th St. to point N of the river N of 25th St. 
West: 12th St. from N St. to American River. 
South: L St. from 12th St. E to 15th St. S to Capitol Av E to 21st St. then N to the American River. 
East: 21st St – Capitol Av N to R.R. W down R.R. tracks to 25th St then N to the American River. 
 
Area 3 
North: 21st St. at R.R. tracks E to 23rd St then N to American River E to a point on the American River 

N of Alhambra Bv 
West: 21st St. from the Capitol Av N to R.R. W down R.R. tracks to 25th St. then N to the American 

River. 
South: 21st St. and Capitol Av E to Alhambra Bv 
East: Capitol Av N on Alhambra Bv straight to a point on the American River. 
 
Area 4 
North: Capitol Mall from Capitol Bridge E to 10th St. N to L St. E to 12th St.  
West: Sacramento River from Capitol Mall S to a straight point off Brdwy. 
South: Point on Sacramento River E on Brdwy to Riverside Bv N on 11th St. to W St. E to 12th St. 
East: 12th from N St. S to W St. W to 11th St. S to Brdwy. 
 
Area 5 
North: L St. from 12th St. E to 15th St. S to Capitol Av E to 21st St. 
West: 12th St. from N St. S to W St. W to 11th St. S to Brdwy. 
South: Brdwy. from 11th E to 21st St. 
East: 21st St from Capitol Av S to Brdwy. 
 
Area 6 
North: 21st St. and Capitol Av E to Alhambra Bv. 
West: 21st St. from Capitol Av S to Brdwy. 
South: Brdwy from 21st St E to Alhambra Bv. 
East: Alhambra Bv from Brdwy N to Capitol Av 
 
Area 7 
North: H St. from S.P.R.R. tracks E to American River. Up the river to County Line. E to Watt Av. 
West: S.P.R.R. tracks from H St. S to Hwy 50. 
South: Hwy 50 from S.P.R.R. tracks to Watt Av. 
East: Watt Av. from Hwy 50 N to County Line. 
 
Area 8 
North: Hwy 50 from S.P.R.R. tracks to Watt Av. 
West: S.P.R.R. tracks from Hwy 50 S to 14th Av. 
South: 14th Av from S.P.R.R. tracks E to Florin Perkins Rd. N to Jackson Rd. E to County Line. 
East: County Line from Jackson Rd N to Hwy 50. 
 
Area 8N 
North: Follow County Line from State Route 99 to eastern County Line. 
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West: Follow County Line from I-80 north to northern County Line on Elkhorn Bv. 
South: From County Line north of I-80 to East Drainage Canal. 
East: From northern County Line follow west of East Main Drainage Canal south to I-80. 
 
Area 9 
North: American River from a point N of Alhambra Bv. E to S.P.R.R. tracks. 
West: Alhambra Bv from a point on the American River S to  Stockton Bv. 
South: Stockton Bv from Alhambra to R.R. tracks then E to 39th St. 
East: 39th St from R.R. tracks N to C St. E to S.P.R.R. 
 
Area 10 
North: American River from S.P.R.R. tracks W of FreeWy I-80 E on river to H St. 
West: S.P.R.R. tracks from American River S to C St. then on 39th St. S to H St. 
South: H St. from 39th St. E to H St. Bridge over the American River. 
East: American River from S.P.R.R. tracks W of FreeWy I-80 E on river to H St. 
 
Area 11 
North: H St. from 39th St. E to R.R. tracks E of Elvas Av. 
West: 39th St from H St. S to Light Rail R.R. tracks. 
South: Light Rail R.R. tracks from 39th St E to S.P.R.R. tracks E of Elvas Av. 
East: S.P.R.R. tracks from H St. S to Light Rail R.R. tracks. 
 
Area 12 
North: Light Rail R.R. tracks from Stockton Bv E to S.P.R.R. tracks E of Elvas Av. 
West: Stockton Bv from Light Rail R.R. tracks S to Brdwy. 
South: Brdwy from Stockton Bv E to 65th Expressway then S to San Joaquin St. E on San Joaquin St to 

S.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: S.P.R.R. tracks from Light Rail R.R. tracks S to San Joaquin St. 
 
Area 12B 
North: Brdwy from Stockton Bv E to 65th Expressway then S to San Joaquin St. E on San Joaquin St to 

S.P.R.R. tracks. 
West: Stockton Bv from Brdwy S to 14th Av. 
South: 14th Av from Stockton Bv E to S.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: S.P.R.R. tracks from San Joaquin St. S to 14th Av. 
 
Area 13 
North: 14th Av from Stockton Bv to Power Inn Rd. 
West: Stockton Bv from 14th Av S to the County Line W along County Line then S along County Line 

to Fruitridge Rd and 53rd St. 
South: Fruitridge Rd from 53rd St. E to Power Inn Rd. 
East: Power Inn Rd. from 14th Av S to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 13B 
North: 14th Av from S.P.R.R. tracks E to Florin Perkins Rd. N to Jackson Rd. E to County Line. 
West: Power Inn Rd. from 14th Av S to Fruitridge Rd. 
South: Fruitridge Rd from Power Inn Rd E to South Watt Av. 
East: County Line from Jackson Rd S to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 14 
North: Stockton Bv from Alhambra Bv S to Brdwy. 
West: Alhambra Bv from Stockton Bv S to Brdwy. 
South: Brdwy from Alhambra Bv S then E to Stockton Bv. 
East:  Stockton Bv from Alhambra Bv S to Brdwy. 
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Area 14B 
North: Brdwy from Alhambra Bv S then E to Stockton Bv. 
West: 32nd from Brdwy S to Marshall Wy. E on Marshall Wy to 33rd St. S on 33rd St to 16th Av. 
South: 14th Av from 33rd St E to County Line to Stockton Bv. 
East: Stockton Bv from Brdwy S to 14th Av. 
 
Area 15 
North: Brdwy from U.P.R.R. tracks E to Alhambra Bv. 
West: U.P.R.R. tracks from Brdwy S to Sutterville Rd. 
South: Sutterville Rd from U.P.R.R. tracks E, changes into 12th Av, to 33rd St. 
East: 32nd St from Brdwy S to Marshall Wy. E on Marshall Wy to 33rd St. S on 33rd St to 12th Av. 
 
Area 16 
North: Brdwy from 16th St E to U.P.R.R. tracks. 
West: Land Park Dr from Brdwy S to Sutterville Rd. 
South: Sutterville Rd from Land Park Dr E to Freeport Bv. N on Freeport Bv E on Sutterville Rd to 

U.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: U.P.R.R. tracks from Brdwy S to Sutterville Rd. 
 
Area 17 
North: Point on Sacramento River E on Brdwy to Land Park Dr (16th St). 
West: Sacramento River from Brdwy S to Sutterville Rd. 
South: Point on Sacramento River E on Sutterville Rd. to Land Park Dr. 
East: Land Park Dr. from Brdwy S to Sutterville Rd. 
 
Area 18 
North: Seamas Av from Freeway I-5 W on Seamas Av to the Sacramento River. 
West: Sacramento River from Seamas Av S to Portinao Circle. 
South: Florin Rd from Freeway I-5 W on Florin Rd to Havenside Dr. S on Havenside Dr, changes to 

Gloria Dr, to Rivergate Wy. W on Rivergate Wy to Sacramento River. 
East: Freeway I-5 from Seamas Av S to Florin Rd. 
 
Area 18B 
North: Florin Rd. from Freeway I-5 W on Florin Rd to Havenside Dr. S on Havenside Dr, changes to 

Gloria Dr, to Rivergate Wy. W on Rivergate Wy to to Sacramento River. 
West: Sacramento River from Portinao Circle S to Pocket Rd at Freeway I-5. 
South: Sacramento River from Portinao Circle S to Pocket Rd at Freeway I-5. 
East: Freeway I-5 from Pocket Rd N to Florin Rd. 
 
Area 19 
North: Fruitridge Rd from Freeport Bv E to U.P.R.R. tracks. 
West: Freeport Bv from Fruitridge Rd  S to Florin Rd. 
South: Florin Rd from Freeport Bv E to U.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: U.P.R.R. tracks from Florin Rd N to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 20 
North: Sutterville Rd from Freeport Bv E, changes to 12th Av, to County Line by 40th St. 
West: Freeport Bv from Sutterville Rd S to Fruitridge Rd. 
South: Fruitridge Rd from Freeport Bv E to U.P.R.R. tracks. S on tracks to County Line at Campbell 

Soup then E on County Line to 39th Av at Freeway I-99. 
East: County Line from 14th Av S to 39th Av. 
 
Area 21 
North: Fruitridge Rd from County Line at 53rd St E to Power Inn Rd. 
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West: County Line from Fruitridge Rd S to 47th Av. 
South: County Line from 47th Av E to Power Inn Rd. 
East: Power Inn Rd from County Line at Cantina Circle N to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 21B 
North: Fruitridge Rd from Power Inn Rd E to County Line at South Watt Av. 
West: Power Inn Rd from Fruitridge Rd S to County Line. 
South: County Line from Power Inn Rd E to Elk Grove Rd and Florin Rd. 
East: County Line from Elder Creek Rd N to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 22 
North: Mack Rd from Morrison Creek at U.P.R.R. tracks N to Mack Rd then E to Stockton Rd. 
West: U.P.R.R. tracks from Morrison Creek S to Union House Creek. 
South: Union House Creek from U.P.R.R. tracks to Strawberry Creek E to County Line at Freeway I-99. 
East: County Line from Strawberry Creek N to Mack Rd. 
 
Area 22B 
North: Union House Creek from U.P.R.R. tracks E to Strawberry Creek E to County Line. 
West: County Line. 
South: County Line. 
East: County Line. 
 
Area 23 
North: Seamas Av from Freeway I-5 E, changes to Fruitridge Rd, to Freeport Bv. 
West: Freeway I-5 from Seamas Av S to Pocket Rd. 
South: Pocket Rd from Freeway I-5 E to Freeport Bv. 
East: Freeport Bv from Pocket Rd N to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 24 
North: County Line from U.P.R.R. tracks E to 52nd Av S and E to Stockton Bv. 
West: U.P.R.R. tracks from Nancy Lake S to Morrison Creek. 
South: Mack Rd from Morrison Creek E to Stockton Bv. 
East: County Line from U.P.R.R. tracks E to 52nd Av S and E to Stockton Bv. 
 
Area 25 
North: Sutterville Rd from Sacramento River E to Freeport Bv. 
West: Sacramento River from Sutterville Rd S to Seamas Av. 
South: Seamas Av, changes to Fruitridge Rd, from Sacramento River to Freeport Bv. 
East: Fruitridge Bv from Sutterville Rd S to Fruitridge Rd. 
 
Area 26 
North: Florin Rd from Freeport Bv E to 25th St. 
West: Freeport Bv from Florin Rd S to Meadowview Rd. 
South: Meadowview Rd from Freeport Bv E to 24th St. 
East: 25th St from Meadowview Rd N to 25th St to Florin Rd. 
 
Area 27 
North: Pocket Rd to Meadowview Rd from 7942 Pocket Rd P.L, Sacramento River, E to 3250 

Meadowview Rd, Nation Guard Armory. 
West: Sacramento River from 7942 Pocket Rd P.L. S to Stonecrest Av, County Line. 
South: County Line from Freeport Bv E to W.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: County Line at W.P.R.R. tracks N to a point S of Detroit Bv W to Meadowview Rd, Nation Guard 

Amory. 
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Area 27B 
North: Florin Rd from 25th St E to W.P.R.R. tracks. 
West: 25th St from Florin Rd to 24th St S to Meadowview Rd. 
South: 25th St from Florin Rd to 24th St S to Meadowview Rd. 
East: W.P.R.R. tracks from Florin Rd S to end of Detroit Bv. 
 
Area 1N 
North: County Line from S.P.R.R. tracks E to County Line. 
West: S.P.R.R. tracks from County Line S to American River. 
South: American River from S.P.R.R. tracks to County Line. 
East: County Line from American River N. 
 
Area 2N 
North: Ascot Av from Rio Linda Bv to County Line (Patro Road) 
West: Rio Linda Bv from Ascot Av south to Arcade Creek 
South: Arcade Creek E of Rio Linda Bv to Marysville Bv. N on Marysville Bv to Freeway I-80 E to 

County Line. 
East:  County Line from Freeway I-80 north to Ascot Av. 
 
Area 3N 
North: Ford Rd from U.P.R.R. tracks E to Rio Linda Bv. 
West: U.P.R.R. tracks from Ford Rd S to Del Paso Bv. 
South: Del Paso Bv from U.P.R.R. tracks E to Oakmont St. 
East: Oakmont St N from Del Paso Bv to Traction Av. Northeast on Traction Av to Eleanor Av. W to 

Altos Av then N to Arcade Creek. E to Rio Linda Bv then N to Ford Rd. 
 
Area 4N 
North: Arcade Creek from Altos E to Marysville Rd. 
West: From Arcade Creek S on Altos Av to Eleanor Av. E on Eleanor Av to Traction Av then S to 

Oakmont St. S to Del Paso Bv then SW to American River. 
South: American River from Del Paso Bv E to S.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: S.P.R.R. tracks at American River N to Lexington St. N on Lexington St to Glenrose Av W to Del 

Paso Bv, changes to Marysville Bv, to Arcade Creek. 
 
Area 5N 
North: Freeway I-80 from U.P.R.R. tracks W to County Line by the Sacramento River. 
West: Freeway I-80 from U.P.R.R. tracks W to County Line by the Sacramento River. 
South: County Line on Freeway I-80 to Sacramento River to American River then E on American River 

to Del Paso Bv. 
East: Del Paso Bv at American River E to U.P.R.R. tracks N to Freeway I-80. 
 
Area 6N 
North: Freeway I-80 from S.P.R.R. tracks W to Marysville Bv. 
West: Marysville Bv S from Freeway I-80 to Del Paso Bv to Eleanor Av. SE to Lexington St S to 

S.P.R.R. tracks. 
South: Marysville Bv S from Freeway I-80 to Del Paso Bv to Eleanor Av. SE to Lexington St S to 

S.P.R.R. tracks. 
East: S.P.R.R. tracks from Freeway I-80 to Lexington St. 
 
Area 7N 
North: Follow northern County Line from U.P.R.R. tracks to Rose Street. 
West: East of East Drainage Canal from northern County Line south to Ford Road. 
South: Ford Rd from U.P.R.R. tracks (on East Drainage Canal) East to Rio Linda Bv. 
East: Rio Linda Bv from Ford Rd North to Ascot Ave 
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PATROLLING 
 
The Department of Utilities has various patrolling responsibilities during the rainy 
season which is normally from October through May.  These Patrolling responsibilities 
include levee patrol, rain patrol, pumping plant patrol and combined sewer system 
patrol. 
 
General Information 
 
The following sections outline rain patrol responsibilities for the Field Services Division 
and the Plant Services Division.  These responsibilities include the stormwater drainage 
collection system, pumping plants and the combined sewer system service area. 
 
Drainage Collection System Patrol 
 
Field Services Division 
During the winter months, the Field Services Division is prepared to implement one or 
two Rain Patrol Plans for the collection system.  The Drainage Collection Section 
decides whether to implement Plan A or Plan B (see definitions on p. 37) based upon 
the current weather conditions. 
 
The Field Services Division Rain Patrol Crews will be dispatched into areas from 
Building 19.  Lists of personnel who are qualified for Rain Patrol duty are located at 
5730 24th Street, Building 19. 
 
Initial set up of the Rain Patrol plans will be the responsibility of the Drainage Collection 
Superintendent.  Supervisors from the Drainage Collection Division and the Wastewater 
Collection Division are trained to implement this plan.  The Plant Services Division 
Manger is responsible for the implementation of the Plant Services Patrol Duty. 
 
During off-duty hours, the City Operator will notify the Drainage Collection Section's On-
Call Supervisor as trouble calls are received. The On-Call Supervisor has the 
responsibility to initiate the rain patrol plans and notifies WWC on-call Supervisor. 
 
After the plans are implemented, the North and South Area Supervisors will survey 
large drainage problems and ditches in their respective areas.  Depending on rainfall 
and reported flooding incidents, additional rain patrol crews may be dispatched.  
 
Plant Services Division 
During the winter months, the Plant Services Division is prepared to implement its Rain 
Patrol Plan for the Sewer and Drainage Pumping Stations.  Its rain patrol plan is 
implemented whenever weather conditions and/or telemetry systems or flow conditions 
at Sump 1, Sump 1A and Sump 2 dictate.  The City is broken down into 123 storm 
basins which collect the water and feed it to some 98 pumping plants.   
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Wastewater Collection 
Standard Operating Procedures 

Combined System Patrol 
Rain Patrol crews patrolling the combined sewer system will keep the Drainage 
Collection Superintendent informed of major street flooding and what streets are closed.  
The Drainage Collection Superintendent will keep the Streets Division Manager 
informed of the conditions.  If the Drainage Collection CP or UOC is activated, the rain 
patrol crews will keep the Operations Section Chief informed of street flooding and of 
the overall situation.  The Operations Section Chief will in turn keep the Incident 
Commander informed. 
 
Incoming emergency calls referred by the City Operator will be answered by 
experienced staff at the Drainage Collection CP, located at 5730 24th Street, Building 
19. 
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Wastewater Collection 
Standard Operating Procedures 

 

For Use in a 
Plan A or B 
Rain Event 





























































































































































































































































































































































RESOLUTION NO 2004691

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF AUG 2 4 2004

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A VOLUNTARY CONTAINERIZED

COLLECTION SERVICE PROGRAM FOR GARDEN REFUSE

AND ADOPTING PROGRAM REGULATIONS

WHEREAS pursuant to Article III of Chapter 1310 of the Sacramento City Code
the City operates a garden refuse collection and disposal program Under this program

the City periodically collects garden refuse deposited in City streets disposes of the garden
refuse and sweeps the City streets The owners of properties fronting on streets where

these services are provided are required to pay the lawn and garden service fee

established by resolution of the City Council to cover the Citys cost to provide these

services and

WHEREAS on June 29 2004 the City Council adopted Ordinance No 2004036

enacting City Code Section 1310475 that authorizes the City Council to adopt by
resolution a voluntary containerized collection service program for garden refuse Such a

program would allow qualifying residential property owners in the city with an option to

subscribe to containerized garden refuse collection and disposal service as an alternative

to depositing garden refuse in city streets for collection and such property owners would

not be entitled to deposit garden refuse in the street for City collection except to the extent

that the deposit of garden refuse in the street is authorized under the Citysvoluntary
containerized collection service program Under City Code Section1310475 a property
owners decision whether to subscribe to the program is voluntary and participation in the

program is not required as a condition of owning residential property in the City and

WHEREAS City Code Section 1310475 authorizes the CitysIntegrated Waste

General Manager to promulgate regulations for operation of a voluntary containerized

collection service program which shall become effective when adopted by City Council

resolution and requires customers who voluntarily subscribe to containerized garden
refuse collection service to pay the rates fees and charges established for this service by
City Council resolution and

WHEREAS the fees for containerized collection of garden refuse consisting of the

fee for containerized lawn and garden service and the fee for street sweeping service were

established by City Council Resolution No 2004514 adopted on June292004 and
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WHEREAS pursuant to Section1310475 of the Sacramento City Code the City
Council now desires to adopt a voluntary containerized collection service program for

garden refuse and adopt the regulations for such program

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SACRAMENTO THAT

1 The City Council hereby adopts a Voluntary Containerized Collection Service

Program for garden refuse hereafter referred to as the Program pursuant to

Section 1310475 of the Sacramento City Code Under the Program residential

property owners in the City who qualify for the Program may voluntarily request to

subscribe to containerized garden refuse collection service in accordance with the

applicable provisions ofCity Code Chapter 1310 the Program Regulations adopted
by this resolution and such administrative procedures as may be adopted by the

CitysIntegrated Waste General Manager to implement the Program Regulations
Property owners who subscribe to the Program shall pay the fees established by
City Council resolution for containerized lawn and garden service and street

sweeping service

2 The Program Regulations promulgated by the Citys Integrated Waste General

Manager and attached hereto as Exhibit A are hereby adopted

MAdo
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EXHIBIT A

PROGRAM REGULATIONS

VOLUNTARY CONTAINERIZED LAWN AND GARDEN

COLLECTION PROGRAM

1 The collection schedule shall be weekly for voluntary containerized 96 gallon
greenstone container lawn and garden service and includebiweekly collection of loose

material during Leaf Season months of November and December Pruning Season

end of February and March and Growth Season end of month ofApril and August

2 Residents who participate in the voluntary containerized Lawn and Garden Collection

Program must agree to subscribe to the service for a minimum of 5 years to fully
recover programscapital costs

3 Participants in the Voluntary Lawn and Garden collection program that place

improper material in their lawn and garden collection container will be warned three

times

a 1
sl

Warning A notice will be placed on the container stating that improper
material was found in the green waste container and the container will be

dumped as garbage by a garbage truck utility bill account will be noted
b 2nd Warning A notice will be placed on the container stating that this is the

second time improper material was placed in the container the container will

be dumped as garbage by a garbage truck and a Supervisor will try to make

contact with the customer utility bill account will be noted
c 3rd Warning A notice will be placed on the container stating that the

container was not dumped because it contains improper material The

container can be dumped as garbage by a garbage truck for a fee of 1162

which is the Additional 90 gallon garbage container charge established in

Resolution 2004514 In addition a letter will be sent to the customer stating
future occurrences of placement of improper materials in the Lawn and

Garden container will result in an automatic charge of 1162 per occurrence

4 Upon the first anniversary date of participation in the program residents will be

eligible for a second lawn and garden collection container at a reduced rate if such

rate has been adopted in the annual Fee and Charges report adopted by Council

resolution

5 Residents wanting a second lawn and garden container before their one year

anniversary date in the program will be required to pay the containerized lawn and

garden rate for a second container established in the Annual Fee and Charges
report The current rate approved by Council on June 29 2004 Resolution 2004514
is 1315 rate includes 715 for containerized service and 600 for service of

second container
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RESOLUTION NO 20014
ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF JUN 2 2 200

RESOLUTION ADOPTING FINDINGS ANDAMENDING THE CITY OF

SACRAMENTO FEE AND CHARGE REPORT TO ESTABLISH ADJUSTED

SOLID WASTE FEES AND CHARGES

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO

WHEREAS Articles XIIIC and D of the Califomia Constitution Proposition
218 establish various procedures for the approval of local taxes assessments and

propertyrelated service fees and

WHEREAS for the imposition or increase ofwater sewer and refuse collection

service fees that are propertyrelated fees are within the meaning of Proposition 218
Proposition 218 requires that a notice describing the proposed fee or fee increase and

establishing a date time and location of a public hearing on the proposed fee or fee

increase be mailed to the record owner of each parcel subject to the proposed fee or fee

increase and

WHEREAS at such hearing held not less than 45 days after the notice is mailed
Proposition 218 requires the agency proposing such fee or fee increase to consider all

protests filed against the proposed fee or fee increase and prohibits the agency from

approving the proposed fee or fee increase if written protests against the proposed fee or

fee increase are presented by amajority ofthe owners ofthe affected parcels and

WHEREAS on April 16 2004 the City mailed a notice to all owners ofproperty
subject to the Citys refuse collection service fees which notice i described proposed
adjustments including decreases and increases in these fees for all parcels ii provided
the date time and location of the public hearing when these proposed fee adjustments
would be considered for adoption by the City Council and iii notified such owners of

their right to file a written protest against the proposed fee increases and proposed new

fee with the City Clerk at or before the time set for public hearing and

WHEREAS the uty Council has held such public hearing and has
considered all protests against the proposed fee adjustments including decreases and

increases as well as all testimony and other information presented by City staff and
members ofthe public
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

SACRAMENTO

Based on the testimony and other information presented to it the City Council

hereby finds that as ofthe date and time ofthe public hearing on this matter

The number ofwritten protests received by the City Clerk against the proposed
rate increases in the Citys solid waste garbage recycling lawn and garden
refuse and street sweeping service fees is less than amajority of the record

owners ofthe parcels that will be subject to the proposed increased fees

That pursuant to Sections 1310100 1310440 1310450 1310460 of the

Sacramento City Code the City of Sacramento Fee and Charge Report is hereby
amended to include the solid waste service fees and charges attached hereto as

Exhibit A to take effect for services billed on or after July 1 2004 for fiscal year
20042005 fees and charges

That based on the information presented to it and upon all information in the

public record and in compliance with Public Resources Code Section

21080b8the City Council finds that the adjusted and increased solid waste

service fees are for the purpose of

a Providing funds to meet operating expenses

Permitting the generation of necessary cash flow to finance maintenance

of the solid waste collection system and meeting financial reserves

requirements

c Permitting the purchase ofnecessary equipment for the system

Attei

Being a source offunds for capital projects necessary to maintain the

system

MAYOR

L

ERK
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Exhibit 1

Monthly Solid Waste Fees and Charges

FY200405Rates

The City of Sacramento Fee and Charge Report is herby amended to include the following Solid Waste

fees and charges to be effective for services billed on or after July 1 2004 FY200405

Single family residence non
containerized

500 Weekly 832

510 Weekly 715

Single family containerized residence

Double family residence 501

MuteFamilyResidential Units

35units 502

610 units 503

1125units 504

2650 units 505

51 units and over 509

NonResidentialCommercial

2 cubic yards of garden refuse

3 cubic yards of garden refuse

4 cubic yards of garden refuse

Weekly
1337

Weekly 1450

Weekly 1900

Weekly 2400

Weekly 2900

Weekly 3200

506 Weekly 2000

507 Weekly 2500

511 Weekly 3200

Miscellaneous Services charge special rate
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2nd can for containerized L G service

customer owns can
3750

2nd L G service for 2nd can of

containerized service
600

51 units and over are billed as same as commercial 4 cubic yard rate

Single family residence 508 107

Double family residence 512 171

MuteFamilyResidential Units

35units 513

610units 514

1125 units 515

2650 units 516

51 units and over 517

300

325

325

325

325

NonResidentialCommercial

518 325

SpecialExtra Sweeping Services

260hour
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NonResidentialCommercialWITH GARBAGE SERVICES

1 yard commingled recycling 685

2 yard commingled recycling 686

3 yard commingled recycling 687

4 yard commingled recycling 688

Inoffice recycle auto lift 692

Multifamilycommercial commingled
694

recycle

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

2150

2800

3700

4200

700

700

NonResidentialCommercialWITHOUT GARBAGE SERVICES

1 yard commingled recycling 690

2 yard commingled recycling 679

3 yard commingled recycling 693

4 yard commingled recycling 691

Inoffice recycle auto lift 692

Multifamilycommercial commingled 694
recycle

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

1 pickupweekly

1 pickupbiweekly

Residential

Commingled 96gallon 675

Commingled 64gallon 699

Weekly

Weekly

2600

34OO

43OO

4800

700

700

250

250
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Commingled Disabled

Miscellaneous Recyclinq Services

Recycling services for 2nd recycling can

698 Weekly 250

250

Delivery of second can

Replacement can within one year

Fee if service is changed less than 6 months after service is started

2400

375O

3750

6OO32 gal or less noncurb 1 pickupwk 2206

2 pickupswk 4413

3 pickupswk 5796

Additionalcanpickup 1075

3340galnoncurb 601 1 pickupwk 2430

2 pickupswk 4861

3 pickupswk 6486

Additionalcanpickup 1396

32 gal or less curbside 604 1 pickupwk 1525

2 pickupswk 3051

3 pickupswk 4538

Additionalcanpickup 774

3340gal curbside 605 I pickupwk 1689

2 pickupswk 3378

3 pickupswk 5066

Additionalcanpickup 994

noncurbis defined as container placement more than 6 feet from curb
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Miscellaneous Residential Manual Services

Collection on special call manual 40 gal or less

Each additional can

3015

1139

Extra bag on normal route All sizes

Fee if service is changed less than 6 months after service is started

550

2500

Replacement can within one year
3700

VACANCY STOP Onetime fee to stop

garbage recycling charges
temporarily

5000

Autolift 90 gallon 608 1 pickupwkperres unit 1453

Autolift DISABLED 90 gallon 697 1 pickupwkper res unit 1453

Additional 90 gallon
Each additional can sitting 1162
together

Autolift 60 gallon 673 1 pickupwkper res unit 1218

Autolift DISABLED 60 gallon 696 1 pickupwkper res unit 1218

Additional 60 gallon
Each additional can sitting 1020684
together

Additional 60 gallon
With 90 gallon service sitting
together

1020
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Autolift container 32 gallon

Autolift DISABLED 32 gallon

6O9

695

1 pickupwk per res unit

1 pickupwk per res unit

1009

1009

Additional 32 gallon 683
Each additional can sitting 858
together

Additional 32 gallon 683
With 90 or 60 gallon service sitting 858
together

Miscellaneous Residential Automated Services

Collection on special call autolift

Extra bag on normal route

90gallon 2612

Additionalcanbag 1366

60gallon 2362

Additionalcanbag 1211

32gallon orless 2126

Additionalcanbag 1065

90gallon 835

60gallon 630

32gallon orless 525

Fee if service for additional container is stopped less than six months after service is

started

Replacement can within one year

2500

3700

VACANCY STOP Onetime fee to stop

garbage recycling charges

temporarily

5000
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Com 32 gal or less 630 1 pickupwk 2710

2 pickupwk 5419

3 pickupwk 7586

4 pickupwk 10116

5 pickupwk 12645

6 pickupwk 15174

Additional can 1550

Com3340gal 631 1 pickupwk 2984

2 pickupwk 5970

3 pickupwk 8038

4 pickupwk 10718

5 pickupwk 13398

6pickupwk 16077

Additional can 1950

Com 4150gal 632 1 pickupwk 3586

2 pickupwk 7171

3 pickupwk 10758

4 pickupwk 14343

5 pickupwk 17929

6pickupwk 21515

Additional can 2245

Corn 5160gal 633 1 pickupwk 4124

2 pickupwk 8249

3 pickupwk 12373

4 pickupwk 16497

5 pickupwk 20621

6 pickupwk 24746

Additional can 2620

Miscellaneous MultiFamilyCommercial Manual Can Services

Commercial manual collection on
32 gal or less

special call

Each additional can

Replacement can within one year

3525

1750

3750
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Commercial Autolift 90 gallon

Commercial Autolift 60 gallon

Commercial Autolift 32 gallon

678 1 pickupwk 2025

677 1 pickupwk 1780

676 1 pickupwk 1590

Commercial additional can Each additional 90 gallon can 1590

Commercial additional can Each additional 60 gallon can 1445

Commercial additional can Each additional32 gallon can 1395

Replacement can within one year

MiscellaneousMultiFamilyCommercialAutomated Can Services

Commercial automated collection on

90gallon automated can

special call

60gallon automated can

1 yd bin looseowned for multi

family res over 4 units

612

32gallon automated can

Each additional can

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk
6 pickupwk

1 yd bin looseowned for multi

family res over4 units

612 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

3750

2724

2369

2050

1550

5130

10261

15391

20521

25651

30781

5130

10261

15391

20521

25651

30781
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1 yd bin compactedowned for

multifamily res over4 units

2 yd bin looseowned for multi

family res over 4 units

2 yd bin compactedowned for

multifamily res over 4 units

614

616

618

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

9674

19346

29020

38693

48366

58039

6715

13429

20145

26859

33574

40288

12297

24594

36891

49188

61484

73781

3 yd bin owned for

multifamily res over4 units

3 yd bin compactor for

multifamily res over4 units

620

621

1 pickupwk

2pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6pickupwk

8299

16598

24896

33194

41493

49791

10849

21697

32546

43394

54243

65O92
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4 yd bin owned for

multifamily res over4 units

5 yd bin owned for

multifamily res over4 units

6 yd bin owned

for multifam res over4 units

8 yd bin loose

for multifam res over4 units

8 yd bin compacted
for multifaro res over 4 units

623

625

627

628

629

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk
2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

9884

19767

29650

39533

49416

59299

11468

22936

34404

45872

57300

68808

13053

26104

39156

522O8

65260

78312

18497

36992

55487

73982

92477

110974

28767

57535

86302

115069

143836

172604
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Com 1 yd bin looseowned 635 1 pickupwk 5130

2 pickupwk 10261

3 pickupwk 15391

4 pickupwk 20521

5 pickupwk 25651

6 pickupwk 30781

Com 1 yd bin compactedowned 637 1 pickupwk 9674

2 pickupwk 19346

3 pickupwk 29020

4 pickupwk 38693

5 pickupwk 48366

6 pickupwk 58039

Com 2 yd bin looseowned 639 1 pickupwk 6715

2 pickupwk 13429

3 pickupwk 20145

4 pickupwk 26859

5 pickupwk 33574

6 pickupwk 40288

Corn 2 yd bin compactedowned 641 1 pickupwk 12297

2 pickupwk 24594

3 pickupwk 36891

4pickupwk 49188

5 pickupwk 61484

6 pickupwk 73781

Com 3 yd bin owned 643 1 pickupwk 8299

2 pickupwk 16598

3 pickupwk 24896

4 pickupwk 33194

5 pickupwk 41493

6 pickupwk 49791
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Com 3 yd bin compactor 644 1 pickupwk
2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk
6 pickupwk

10849

21697

32546

43394

54243

65092

Com 4 yd bin owned

Com 4 yd bin compactor

Com 5 yd bin owned

Com 5 yd bin compactor

Com 6 yd bin owned

646

647

649

65O

652

1 pickupwk
2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk
6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk
2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk
6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk
2pickupwk
3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk
6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk
2 pickupwk
3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk
6 pickupwk

1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk

9884

19767

29650

39533

49416

59299

13304

26607

39911

53214

66518

79821

11468

22936

34404

45872

5734O

68808

14164

28329

43493

56657

70822

84986

13053

26104

39156

52208
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5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

65260

78312

Com 6 yd bin compactor 653 pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

18192

36383

54575

72767

9O959

109150

Com 10 yd bin loose 654 pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

30500

61000

91500

122000

152500

183000

Com 10 yd bin compacted 655 1

2

3

4

5

6

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

39343

78685

118027

157369

196712

236054

Com 20 yd bin loose 656 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

35158

70315

105471

140628

175785

210942

Com 20 yd bin compacted 657 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

61944

123887

185828

247773

309715

371659

Com 25 yd bin loose 658 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk
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Com 25 yd bin compacted

Com 30 yd bin loose

Com 30 yd bin compacted

Com 35 bin loose

Com 35 bin compacted

Com 40 yd bin loose

4pickupwk

5 pickupwk
6pickupwk

659 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

660 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk
4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6pickupwk

661 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

662 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk
5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

663 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

664 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk
FOR CITY COUNCIL USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO

163397

204245

245095

73328

146655

219983

293309

366636

439964

46541

93082

139623

186164

232706

279247

84544

169088

253633

338176

422720

507264

52066

104132

156197

2O8263

260329

312395

95929

191857

287785

383713

479641

575569

57759
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3

4

5

6

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

pickupwk

173273

231032

288789

346547

Com 40 yd bin compacted 665 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

107145

214290

321435

428580

535725

642869

Com 1 blanket 666 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

2047

4O95

6142

8188

10235

12282

Com 2 blanket 667 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

3364

6726

10088

13452

16814

20177

Com 3 blanket 668 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4pickupwk
5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

5227

10452

15678

20903

26130

31355

Com 4 blanket 669 1 pickupwk

2 pickupwk

3 pickupwk

4 pickupwk

5 pickupwk

6 pickupwk

7091

14182

21271

28362

35452

42543
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Corn 5 blanket 670 1 pickupwk 8863

2 pickupwk 17727

3 pickupwk 26590

4 pickupwk 35452

5 pickupwk 44315

6 pickupwk 53178

Com Cart 671 5 pickups 8900

Trailer 672 5 pickups 37186

Twoperson route surcharge 610 1 pickupwk 1785

2 pickupswk 3570

3 pickupswk 5355

4 pickupswk 7140

5 pickupswk 8925

6 pickupswk 10710

The property adjacent to each service court will be billed for solid waste service utilizing
the

following criteria

Parcel size

Square footage of building

Front footage of building

Com 6 yd compact unit

25

5O

25

1 pickup 54519

2 pickups 74634

3 pickups 94749

4 pickups 125130

5 pickups 134841

6 pickups 164943

Specialcalldaily 10100

SpecialcallSunday 14996

Commercial 8 yd bin loose 1 pickupwk 18497

2 pickupswk 36992

3 pickupswk 55487

4 pickupswk 73982

5 pickupswk 92477

6 pickupswk 110974
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Commercial 8 yd bin compacted 1 pickupwk 28767

2 pickupswk 57535

3 pickupswk 86302

4 pickupswk 115069

5 pickupswk 143836

6 pickupswk 172604

Binsdaily 1 cubic yard 4289

2 cubic yards 5602

3 cubic yards 6896

4 cubic yards 8191

5 cubic yards 9486

6 cubic yards 10780

BinsSunday 1 cubic yard 7720

2 cubic yards 10085

3 cubic yards 12413

4 cubic yards 14744

5 cubic yards 17074

6 cubic yards 19404

Rolloffcontainersweekly

inert materials

10 cubic yard inert materials 18500

20 cubic yards 20681

25 cubic yards 24029

30 cubic yards 27377

35 cubic yards 30627

40 cubic yards 33976

RolloffcontainersSunday 10 cubic yard 21124

20 cubic yards 31022

25 cubic yards 36044

30 cubic yards 41066

35 cubic yards 45940

40 cubic yards 50963

Deliver bin and pickup 1 cubic yard 8577

2 cubic yards 11205

3 cubic yards 13792

4 cubic yards 16382
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Compactorsdaily 3 cubic yards

4 cubic yards

5 cubic yards

6 cubic yards

CompactorsSunday 3 cubic yards
4 cubic yards

5 cubic yards

6 cubic yards

Compacted Rolloffcontainerdaily 10 cubic yard

20 cubic yards

25 cubic yards

30 cubic yards

35 cubic yards

40 cubic yards

Compacted RolloffcontainerSunday 10 cubic yard

20 cubic yards

25 cubic yards

30 cubic yards

35 cubic yards

40 cubic yards

Special cleanupsper hour per worker

Time required to remove load in truck and haul rubbish or waste matter plus travel time

Two person and one hour minimum

Out of City limits charge for commercial binsrolloffsservices

7977

10609

13262

15914

11965

15914

19892

23871

23143

36437

43134

49732

56429

63O26

34714

54656

64701

74598

84643

94540

4500

5000

Special waste hauling

10 cubic yards

20 cubic yards

25 cubic yards

30 cubic yards

35 cubic yards

40 cubic yards

36181

53134

61736

70338

78687

87291
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ORDINANCE NO 20003

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON THE DATE OF JUN 2 9 200

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1310010 AND ARTICLE III OF

CHAPTER 1310OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE RELATING TO

VOLUNTARY CONTAINERIZED COLLECTION OF GARDEN REFUSE

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO

SECTION 1

The Sacramento City Council hereby finds and declares that

Pursuant to Article III of Chapter 1310 of the Sacramento City Code the

city operates a garden refuse collection and disposal program Under this

program the city periodically collects garden refuse deposited in city
streets disposes of the garden refuse and sweeps the city streets

Owners of properties fronting on streets where these services are

provided pay a fee to cover the citys cost to provide these services as

established by resolution of the city council

On September 27 1977 city voters approved Measure A which adopted
an ordinance to prohibit the city from requiring the mandatory
containerization of yard and garden refuse in the city unless this

prohibition is repealed or amended by a vote of the majority of the electors

of the city at any municipal election The citysgarden refuse collection

and disposal program complies with Measure A

The deposit and collection of garden refuse in city streets results in

various impacts including i damage to street pavement by the claw

loaders used to collect garden refuse deposited in city streets ii pooling
of storm drainage blocked by garden refuse improperly deposited in storm

gutters iii potential traffic and safety impacts where garden refuse is

deposited in bike lanes andor on narrow streets iv improper deposits of

trash and other unauthorized materials on garden refuse piles and v and

visual and aesthetic impacts considered undesirable by many city
residents For these reasons numerous city residents have requested
that the city provide an option to subscribe to containerized garden refuse

collection service as an alternative to depositing garden refuse in city
streets for collection
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Measure A prohibits mandatory containerization but does not prohibit the

city from providing property owners in the city with an option to voluntarily
subscribe to containerized garden refuse collection and disposal service

as an alternative to depositing garden refuse in city streets for collection
because the property ownersdecision to participate in such a program
would be voluntary and the city would not be mandating or requiring that

anyone make this decision Establishment of such a program would serve

the public interest and promote the public health safety and welfare
because participation in the program would reduce the undesirable

impacts associated with the deposit and collection of garden refuse in city
streets that are described above

SECTION 2

The definition of solid waste manager in Section 1310010 of the

Sacramento City Code is amended to read as follows

Solid waste manager or manager means the integrated waste general manager
of the city general services department

SECTION 3

Article III of Chapter 1310 of the Sacramento City Code is amended to

read as follows

Article III Garden Refuse

Editors Note Measure A adopted 092777 provides that mandatory
containerization of yard and garden refuse shall not be required in the city
without a majority vote of the electors of the city of Sacramento at a municipal
election

1310350 Garden refuse defined

As used in this article the term garden refuse means leaves grass cuttings and

garden trimmings weeds and roots from which all dirt has been removed

shrubbery and tree trimmings of which no single piece shall exceed thirtysix36
inches in length four inches in diameter or forty 40 pounds in weight

1310360 Lawn and garden service defined

As used in this article the term lawn and garden service means the periodic
collection by the city of garden refuse from city streets the disposal of the garden
refuse and the periodic sweeping of those streets
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1310370 Property classification defined

As used in this article property is classified as follows

A Residential

Singlefamily residences each property where there is only one dwelling
unit on one parcel of property which is used primarily for singlefamily
purposes

Twofamily residences each property used primarily for twofamily
residential purposes

Multifamily residences each property used primarily for residential

purposes having more than two but less than fiftyone 51 dwelling units

Multiple family residences containing more than fifty 50 dwelling units
shall be considered as being property used primarily for nonresidential

purposes

Nonresidential Each property used primarily for nonresidential purposes
For purposes of this article any residential condominium residential

planned development residential stock cooperative or mobilehome park
shall be classified as nonresidential property

1310375 Voluntary containerized collection service defined

As used in this article the term voluntary containerized collection service
means the periodic collection and disposal by the city of garden refuse placed in

containers on city streets pursuant to section 1310475 of this code and the

periodic sweeping of those streets

1310380 Legislative findings

The city council finds and determines

That the public health safety and welfare of all the citizens of the city
requires that the accumulation and disposal of garden refuse from

properties within the city be handled in a manner producing the greatest
good and least public inconvenience cost and maintenance to the city and

its citizens

That depositing garden refuse in the streets in front of properties within the

city for periodic collection disposal and street sweeping by the city is a

service afforded by the city which is of substantial benefit to owners of all
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properties within the city to which the service is extended

Co That the costs to the city in providing for the periodic collection disposal of

garden refuse from the streets in front of properties within the city and

sweeping of the streets should be collectively borne by the owners of the

properties through the collection of a lawn and garden service fee

That depositing garden refuse in the streets of the city for periodic
collection and disposal by city forces should be limited and restricted to

The owners of those residential properties with concrete curbs and

gutters
The owners of those residential properties without concrete curbs

and gutters who have requested the service been approved by the

director of public works and have agreed to pay the required fee

The owners of those nonresidential properties with concrete curbs

and gutters who have requested the service and have agreed to

pay the required fee based upon the amount deposited in the

street

That depositing garden refuse in the streets of the city in front of

properties not provided the periodic garden refuse collection and disposal
services by city forces is prohibited

That street sweeping services are to be continued for and charged to all

properties residential and nonresidential having concrete curbs and

gutters

Go That the city manager in order to promote the public health safety and

welfare should have the authority to prohibit the placement of garden
refuse in the streets and at curbside upon the occurrence of adverse

environmental conditions If the city manager determines that a prohibition
on placement of garden refuse would facilitate effective drainage storm

water runoff prevention of flooding or other public interest he or she

should have the authority to accomplish the prohibition by publicly
declaring that such adverse conditions have arisen

1310390 Deposit of rubbish and waste matter on streets regulated

It is unlawful and an infraction punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred

dollars 50000 for any person to deposit rubbish waste matter or garden
refuse in the streets of the city in a manner other than that expressly authorized

by this article
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1310400 Deposit of garden refuse authorizedResidential property

Garden refuse produced on residential properties with concrete curbs and

gutters may be deposited in the streets of the city at the times and in the

manner prescribed by this article Garden refuse from eligible residential

property shall be placed in the street in front of and contiguous to the

properties from which the garden refuse is removed Any eligible
residence on a corner parcel may place garden refuse in the street in front

of or on the side of and contiguous to the property

B Service to Properties Without Concrete Curbs and Gutters

Owners of residential properties without concrete curbs and gutters
who wish to have periodic collection and disposal of garden refuse

from the streets in front of their properties may petition the solid
waste manager to have their property serviced The solid waste

manager will grant or deny the petition based on feasibility cost
and efficiency requirements of the city Any petition granted under

this section will bind the property owner to continue the service for

the remainder of time the property owner owns the property
The solid waste manager will notify the property owner of the

granting of the petition and of the irrevocability of the provision of

service Those owners of residential properties without concrete

curbs and gutters whose petitions are approved by the solid waste

manager under this section shall receive the service at the times

and in the manner prescribed by this article for owners of

residential properties with concrete curbs and gutters or in such

other manner as mandated by the solid waste manager

Garden refuse produced on residential properties not provided garden
refuse collection and disposal services by city forces shall not be

deposited in the streets of the city

No garden refuse shall at any time be placed for collection in a manner

which shall

Impede traffic or constitute a hazard to traffic

Impede the flow of water through any drainage channel or in any
manner impede the drainage of water or

Be on or impede any public sidewalk or other public walkway All

garden refuse placed in the streets will be placed and maintained in

as compact a pile as possible

E No garden refuse shall be placed for collection within a set of undulations

F The placement of garden refuse in the street or at curbside shall be
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prohibited at the direction of the city manager if and when

The city manager finds that such prohibition is reasonably
necessary to facilitate effective storm drainage and runoff to

prevent flooding to counteract adverse environmental conditions
or to promote other public interest
The city manager issues a declaration of emergency specifying the

condition or conditions necessitating such prohibition and

describing the prohibited activities and the duration of the

prohibition and

The city manager distributes a press release containing the

declaration of emergency to local broadcast media the Sacramento

Bee newspaper and local radio stations

In addition to the foregoing prohibition garden refuse in the street or at

curbside at the time the city manager makes a declaration of emergency
as set forth herein shall be removed from the street and curbside so as not

to impede the flow and drainage of water

1310410 Maximum amount of deposit

The maximum amount of garden refuse that may be deposited in the streets

during a calendar week is as follows

A For single and twofamily residential structures two cubic yards

For multifamily residential structures containing at least three dwelling
units and not more than fifty 50 dwelling units one cubic yard per

dwelling unit

1310420 Time of deposit

Garden refuse may be deposited in the streets in front of residential properties
within the city at any time

1310430 Garden refuse from nonresidential properties

No person shall deposit garden refuse from nonresidential properties in the
streets of the city without first obtaining the prior written authorization of the solid
waste manager The failure of any person to obtain such written authorization
shall not absolve him or her from liability for any fee assessed for collection of

unauthorized deposits of garden refuse The solid waste manager may refuse to

authorize the deposit of garden refuse for collection if a determination is made by
the solid waste manager that the property lacks concrete curbs and gutters or

that the collection by the city could be impractical uneconomic or otherwise
create problems involving public health or safety In authorizing the deposit in
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city streets of garden refuse from nonresidential properties the solid waste

manager shall specify the time manner and place of the deposit

1310440 Lawn and garden service fee establishedResidential properties

It is found and determined that availability of the service allowing the deposit of

garden refuse from residential properties in the streets of the city for the

collection disposal and street sweeping by city forces is a benefit to the owners

of all eligible residential properties within the city and such owners are made
liable for the payment of the lawn and garden service fee imposed by this article

irrespective of their actual use of city streets for deposit of garden refuse

Except as provided otherwise in section 1310475 of this code the fee

shall be and is imposed on all properties within the city and on any newly
constructed residence to commence at the beginning of the third full
month after such newly constructed residence obtains garbage and water

service

The fee shall not exceed the cost of making available and providing the

service as determined by the solid waste manager utilizing normal and

reasonable accounting procedures and taking into account the future
needs of the division responsible for garden refuse collection

1310450 Rate offeeResidential properties

Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary the rates fees and

charges for residential purposes as established or provided for in this article shall
hereafter be established by resolution of the city council In establishing the

rates fees and charges the portion of the lawn and garden service fee
attributable to street sweeping shall be separately set forth and established

1310460 Rate offeeNonresidential property

The lawn and garden service fee imposed upon depositing garden refuse in city
streets from any nonresidential property where authorized by the solid waste

manager pursuant to Section 1310430 of this code shall be based upon the

approximate average monthly quantity of garden refuse so deposited from the

property All nonresidential properties shall be liable for the portion of the lawn
and garden service fee attributable to street sweeping as established from time

to time in accordance with the provisions of this section

The approximate average monthly quantity of garden refuse deposit shall be
determined by the solid waste manager and may be revised from time to time to

reflect actual approximate average quantities deposited in the city streets from
the properties to which the service is provided Any garden refuse placed for

collection pursuant to this section shall be subject to the provisions of this article
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specifying the time manner and place for placement for collection of garden
refuse from residential properties

Notwithstanding any provision of this code to the contrary the rates fees and

charges established or provided for in this section shall hereafter be established

by resolution of the city council In establishing the rates fees and charges the

portion of the lawn and garden service fee attributable to street sweeping shall be

separately set forth and established

1310470 Optional feeMultifamily residential properties

The owner of any residential property on which three or more dwelling units are

located may elect to be charged the lawn and garden service fee as if it were

being used primarily for nonresidential purposes for the sole purpose of

establishing the rate to be paid for such property provided in no event shall any
such election establish an exemption from the lawn and garden service fee This

election shall be filed with the solid waste manager on such form as may be

prescribed by the solid waste manager and the election shall remain in effect

until revoked in writing by the owner or the owners successor in interest

Provided further that this election shall not exempt the owner from payment of

the portion of the fee attributable to street sweeping which portion shall be billed

to and paid by the owner

1310475 Establishment and operation of voluntary containerized collection

service program

Notwithstanding any provision of this article to the contrary

The city council may by resolution adopt or amend a voluntary
containerized collection service program Under such a program
residential customers who otherwise would be required to pay the lawn

and garden service fee specified in section 1310440 of this code and

who would otherwise deposit garden refuse in city streets would be

allowed to request voluntary containerized collection service instead

If the city council adopts a voluntary containerized collection service

program the solid waste manager shall have the authority to promulgate
regulations hereafter the program regulations as necessary to operate
the program which shall become effective when adopted by resolution of

the city council The solid waste manager may adopt administrative

procedures to implement the program regulations adopted by city council

resolution

Co A residential customer who voluntarily requests containerized collection

service and is authorized to receive such service in accordance with the

program regulations and administrative procedures shall be allowed to
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subscribe to the voluntary containerized collection service program in

accordance with the terms conditions and requirements of this chapter
the program regulations and the administrative procedures

A residential customer who subscribes to the voluntary containerized

collection service program shall not be charged the lawn and garden
service fee specified in section 1310440 shall be required to place
garden refuse in a container specified by the city for city collection and

shall not be entitled to deposit garden refuse in the street for city
collection except to the extent that the deposit of garden refuse in the

street is expressly authorized under the program regulations

Garden refuse containers shall be placed for collection in accordance with

the provisions of section 1310190 unless different requirements are

specified in the program regulations

Residential customers who subscribe to the voluntary containerized

collection service program shall pay the rates fees and charges
established by resolution of the city council The voluntary containerized

collection service program rates fees and charges shall include the street

sweeping fee but in establishing these rates fees and charges the

portion attributable to street sweeping shall be separately set forth and

established These rates fees and charges shall not exceed the Citys
costs of providing the voluntary containerized collection service and street

sweeping service

1310480 Collection of fees

The lawn and garden service fee and voluntary containerized collection service

fee shall be billed and collected in accordance with the provisions of Chapter
1312 of this code

1310490 Neighborhood cleanup programs

Rubbish and waste matter may be deposited in the city streets for collection and

removal by city forces when such deposits are expressly authorized by the solid
waste manager in connection with a neighborhood cleanup program The time

and manner of deposit together with any limitation upon the nature and extent of

materials to be deposited shall be determined by the solid waste manager and

shall be communicated to the neighborhood in which the program is to be
conducted

1310500 Bare lot and multiple use property classificationsFeesLawn and

garden servicefeesLawn and garden service fee classification board

A Definition For the purpose of this section only the term residential
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property shall mean and refer to residential property classified for the

purposes of this article in a classification established by Section 1310370

of this article excluding multiple family dwelling units having more than fifty
50 dwelling units

Application Any owner of residential property may apply for

reclassification of such property according to the procedures set forth in
this section Any such application shall be filed on forms provided by the

city and shall be filed with the revenue division of the city

Lawn and Garden Service Fee Classification Board The lawn and garden
service fee classification board shall be composed of two city employee
members one of whom shall be from the department of finance and one

of whom shall be from the department of general services The

membership of the board shall be appointed by and shall serve at the

pleasure of the city manager The board shall process all applications
under and make the classifications of property described by this section

Classifications In addition to the classifications established by Section

1310370A of this code there shall be two additional classifications of
residential property These two classifications shall be

Bare lot the bare lot classification shall include only residential property
which by virtue of the fact that it has no vegetation outside the dwelling
unit will not produce any garden refuse The term outside the dwelling unit
means outside the surface of the exterior surfaces The term exterior

surfaces means those surfaces of the dwelling unit on the exterior

perimeter through at least one of which persons customarily and

reasonably enter or exit the dwelling unit

Multiple use lot the multiple use lot classification shall include only parcels
of residential property on which different types of use occur eg
residential and commercial such that two or more different lawn and

garden service fees according to classification rather than rate are

collected on the property No property exceeding onequarter acre shall be
classified in this classification

In no event shall classification in either of these classes qualify any

property for any other classification or fee

Fees Any property classified in the bare lot classification shall pay the

lawn and garden service fee imposed by this article of 000 per month

Any property classified in the multiple use lot classification shall pay the
lawn and garden service fee imposed by this article equal to the single
highest fee which would be imposed on any one structure located on the

property according to the other classifications in this article Such fee shall
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be charged to the owner of the entire parcel of property

Processing Applications and Classifications The board shall process all

applications for classification in the bare lot and multiple use lot
classifications Each application shall initially be referred to the department
of general services which shall inspect the property and report the results

of such inspection to the board The board shall evaluate each application
based on the information contained in such application and the

department of general service report and shall determine the proper
classification for each such property In the event the board determines
that the proper classification for such property is either the bare lot or the

multiple use lot classification regardless of the date such determination is

made the effective date of the classification shall be the date the

application was submitted to the revenue division In the event the lawn
and garden service fee collected by the city after the effective date of the
classification exceeds the fee prescribed by this article such excess shall
be refunded to the then owner of the property as shown on the records of
the revenue division as of the date of the refund

Notices and Hearings In the event a property for which application for

classifications is made pursuant to this section is not reclassified notice
shall be given to the applicant which shall briefly specify the reason for the
decision of the board Any applicant who receives such notice who desires
to have the application reconsidered by the board may apply for a hearing
before the board Any such application must be filed with the revenue

division within fifteen 15 calendar days of the date of the notice that the

property was not reclassified The board shall within thirty 30 calendar

days after an application for hearing schedule a hearing upon ten 10
days written notice to the applicant The applicant may be present at such

hearing and may present any evidence relevant to the classification of the

property The board shall reevaluate the classification and shall classify
the property in the classification which it shall deem proper in light of the

application the report of the delartment of general services and the

evidence submitted by the applicant at the hearing In considering the

application on rehearing the board may obtain a supplemental inspection
report from the department of general services Written notice of the action
of the board shall be given to the applicant and the classification
established by the board shall be final except as herein otherwise

provided

Reclassification Upon Changed Circumstances In the event the nature of

any property classified in the bare lot or multiple use lot classifications

changes such that it is no longer propedy classified in such classification
the board may reclassify the property into an appropriate classification
after written notice to the property owner and a reasonable opportunity to

the property owner to be heard on such reclassification
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SECTION 4

Should any part of this ordinance be declared invalid by a court of

competent jurisdiction the remaining provisions of this ordinance shall remain in

full force and effect

DATE PASSED FOR PUBLICATION fUN 2 2 200

DATE ENACTED JUN 2 9 200

DATE EFFECTIVE JUL 3 0 200

ATTEST

CITY CLERK
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1.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

Detention Basin 7B is a 10.5 acre conjunctive use basin located in the North Natomas 
area of Sacramento immediately south of San Juan Road and east of the West Drainage 
Canal.  The basin serves a developing urban watershed of approximately 100 acres.  The 
pond is a sinuous channel of open water which is crossed by a recreation path in two 
locations dividing the pond into three pieces.  The largest pond segment contains a small 
island.  Runoff that collects in Basin 7B flows north through a pipe under San Juan Road 
into Basin 7A.  The primary land use in the watershed is single family residential and 
freeway commercial.  

Basin 7B has been designed to meet the flood control requirements of the North 
Natomas area and to provide the regional storm water quality control measures for the 
watershed it serves.  The detention basin area features a year-round permanent pond for 
water quality; inlet structures on both the east and west sides of the basin; and a forebay 
located immediately downstream of the west inlet.  The water quality basin will be 
subject to frequent, short-term inundation in the winter months while during the dry 
season only the pond and shoreline will be wet.   A paved recreational path runs around 
the rim of the basin and another path follows the shore of the pond to create another 
loop in the basin floor.  The paths also serve as an access to the basin for maintenance 
vehicles.   

Table 1: Basin 7B Design Parameters 

Minimum 
Year 

Round 
WSE 

Maximum 
Storage 
(Acre Ft) 

10-
Year 
Event 
WSE 

100-
Yr 

Event 
WSE 

Basin 
Rim 
Elev 

Liner 
Present Acres 

Watershed 
Acreage 

Capacity 
of Avg 
Annual 
Rainfall 

0.00 51.40 5.00 6.50 11.50 Yes 10.3 100.50 80% 
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2.0 BASIN OBJECTIVES 

The management and maintenance objectives for Basin 7B are described below.    
These objectives are implemented through the management measures described under 
Section 5.0 below.  While every effort will be made to manage the basin in a manner 
that supports the habitat and recreation values of the site, the primary purpose of the 
basin as a drainage facility will always be given precedent over these secondary 
functions.  In urgent situations any means deemed necessary by the Department of 
Utilities to maintain the function and safety of the facility will be employed. 

2.1 Flood Control 

During large storm events, the basin is designed to fill to within 5 feet of the outer rim 
elevation (11.5’) and store up to 51.4 acre-feet of storm runoff during a 100-year, 10-day 
storm.  Summertime flows and flows from small and moderate storms stay within the 
meandering channel.  The volume of vegetation and other material in the basin will be 
controlled to allow unimpeded flow through the channel and to maintain the basin’s 
stormwater volume capacity.   

Objective FC-A:  Maintain basin flood control capacity to store up to 51.4 acre-
feet of storm run-off during a 100-year, 10-day storm. 

Objective FC-B:  Minimize impedance of flow out of basin following storm events.   

2.2 Water Quality 

Based on the City’s water quality design criteria, the basin provides a combination of 
extended dry and wet detention for 80% of the average annual stormwater runoff.  The 
design residence time within the channel provides for water quality enhancement 
through sedimentation and biological uptake of stormwater pollutants.  Excess sediment 
and debris will be periodically removed from the basin to retain the basin’s capacity for 
trapping sediment.  Water quality will also be enhanced by maintaining emergent 
vegetation for biological uptake, to the extent that this vegetation doesn’t interfere with 
flood control objectives. 

Objective WQ-A:  Maintain basin sediment trapping capacity for water quality 
enhancement. 

Objective WQ-B:  Maintain aquatic vegetation for biological uptake to enhance 
water quality.  

Objective WQ-C:  Prevent water contamination that would result from spills, 
urban runoff, debris, and waste material entering the basin. 

Objective WQ-D:  Prevent erosion of basin banks and slopes that could result in 
excess sedimentation and water quality degradation in basin. 
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2.3 Vegetation/Wildlife Habitat 

Basin 7B has suitable conditions for supporting wildlife species typically found in aquatic, 
freshwater marsh, woodland, and grassland habitats.  Aquatic and freshwater marsh 
species that have been identified at Basin 7B include great blue heron and egret.  
Special status wildlife species that could occur in the aquatic and marsh habitat within 
Basin 7B include giant garter snake and tri-colored blackbird.  Raptor and woodland 
passerine species (perching birds and songbirds such as jays, blackbirds, finches, 
warblers, and sparrows) could potentially nest in the wooded portions of the basin once 
established.  Valley elderberry longhorn beetle could potentially occur where elderberry 
shrubs have been established on-site.  Wildlife species observed at Basin 7B that are 
typical of open grassy areas include sparrow, black phoebe, and black-tailed jackrabbit.  
A wintering resident western burrowing owl, a special status species, was observed at 
Basin 7B.  The open grassland habitat also provides potential upland habitat for giant 
garter snake and foraging habitat for western burrowing owl, and foraging habitat for 
raptors.  

To the extent that flood control and water quality objectives are not compromised, the 
vegetation within Basin 7B will be maintained to maximize its value for native wildlife 
species.  This will be accomplished through maintaining native plant species 
characteristic of native wildlife habitat, and through control of invasive non-native 
vegetation.  The establishment of nuisance wildlife species such as Canada geese, 
pigeons, skunks, and raccoons will be minimized through maintenance of vegetation 
that provides minimal shelter and keeping the basin clear of trash that would attract 
such species.  Seasonal and location constraints on particular maintenance activities will 
be established to avoid and minimize impacts to sensitive and special status wildlife 
species.      

Objective WH-A:  Maintain native vegetation compatible with physical conditions 
of each distinct habitat area to maximize wildlife value.  

Objective WH-A1:  Pond Edge (aquatic habitat within 5 feet of edge of 
pond).  Reduce spread of cattails and algae, while encouraging growth 
of non-invasive freshwater marsh plants such as sedges and rushes, to the 
extent that such vegetation does not interfere with flood control 
objectives. 

Objective WH-A2:  Islands.   Encourage growth of native riparian trees and 
shrubs (sycamores, willows, alders) to support raptors and native 
passerines.   

Objective WH-A3:  Basin Floor Trees.  Encourage growth of native riparian 
trees (sycamores, willows, alders) to support raptors and native passerines.  
Trees should be arranged in dispersed groupings separated by a 
predominance of open grassland (see WH-A4 below) to emulate the 
naturally occurring patterns consistent with the pre-development 
character of the North Natomas area. 

Objective WH-A4:  Basin Floor Open Grassland Habitat.  Encourage 
establishment of native grasses and forbs (non-woody plants such as 
annuals and perennials) on the basin floor to provide cover, forage, and 
nesting habitat.  
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Objective WH-A5:  Upper Basin and Slopes Woodland Habitat (>10-year 
flood event area).  Encourage growth of native woodland trees (oaks, 
sycamores) and shrubs interspersed with native grasses and forbs.  This 
area will have more vertical structure than the basin floor but will still have 
significant areas of open grassland as is typical of the upland oak habitats 
in the area.   Maintain snags for raptor perches. 

Objective WH-B:  Minimize establishment of nuisance animal species such as 
skunks, pigeons, starlings, and stray pets.  A variety of management measures 
may be used including vegetation control, trash control, habitat modifications, 
leash laws, and wildlife relocation depending on the severity of the problem. 

Objective WH-C:  Minimize impacts to sensitive wildlife species such as migratory 
songbirds and raptors (including burrowing owl), giant garter snake, western 
pond turtle, and valley elderberry longhorn beetle during maintenance activities.  
Include specific seasonal constraints for particular types of activities.   

Objective WH-D:  Establish sufficient cover and density of native species to 
successfully compete with invasive weed species. 

2.4 Public Use 

Basin 7B will be accessible to the public for limited recreational and environmental 
educational activities.  Additionally, the cooperation of the surrounding neighborhoods 
in policing and maintaining the basin will be encouraged and is considered a key 
management objective for the basin.  Programs that involve the community in 
stewardship activities such as litter patrols, weed removal, or Neighborhood Watch will 
be fostered to help reduce vandalism, to assist in maintenance, and to provide early 
detection of maintenance problems. 

A variety of passive recreation activities are supported by the Basin 7B design.  A paved 
pathway meanders along the pond offering views to pedestrians and cyclists of birds 
and other wildlife on the open water habitat of the pond.  Interpretive signage describes 
the basin features including the water quality and flood control functions and the various 
habitat opportunities provided by the diversity of vegetation.  During periods of 
inundation, portions of the pathway will be under water and unavailable for recreation 
use.  Active recreation activities, such as those requiring sports fields or permanent 
equipment, will not be allowed in Basin 7B due to conflicts with vegetation management 
goals, habitat preservation, and facility operations.   

Basin 7B will be maintained to provide easy public access by keeping the paths and view 
points clean and free of obstacles.  The aesthetic and educational value of the basin will 
be maximized by encouraging the establishment of vegetation adjacent to public 
access points that is aesthetically pleasing (e.g., shade plants, flowering plants, etc.) and 
that attracts wildlife of interest to the public (e.g., hummingbirds, butterflies, raptors, etc.), 
and by maintaining accurate interpretive signs to ensure they remain in place and free 
of vandalism.  

Any vandalism or other undesirable activities that occur at Basin 7B will be reported to 
the City of Sacramento Police Department or other appropriate department for code 
enforcement. 
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Objective P-A:  Maintain access to recreational trails.   

Objective P-B:  Establish and maintain an aesthetically pleasing landscape, 
especially in vicinity of trails.  

Objective P-C:  Encourage establishment of vegetation that attracts wildlife 
species favorable for viewing purposes, in the vicinity of trails.   

Objective P-D:  Provide educational amenities that increase community 
awareness of the basin’s flood control and ecological values. 

Objective P-E:  Establish community stewardship programs to enhance 
community awareness, help reduce vandalism, assist in maintenance, and 
provide early detection of maintenance problems. 

2.5 Fuel Load Management and Fire Control 

As with all detention areas, strategic maintenance will be performed to prevent fire 
hazards such as the accumulation of flammable debris and vegetation.   

Objective F-A:  Maintain vegetative fuel load to minimize fire hazard. 

Objective F-B:  Prevent accumulation of flammable debris. 

2.6 Maintenance  

Design and operational parameters will be established for the pond and the surrounding 
area that will minimize maintenance costs as much as possible while still preserving the 
other basin objectives.  Preferred maintenance practices will emphasize techniques and 
materials that limit the amount of labor, frequency, material costs and environmental 
impact.  Banks and slopes within the basin will be monitored and re-vegetated or re-
contoured where necessary to prevent erosion that might otherwise lead to costly 
maintenance problems.  Maintenance access routes will be kept free of vegetation and 
other obstacles.    

Objective M-A:  Maintain native vegetation compatible with site conditions to 
minimize long-term maintenance needs and support other basin functions. 

Objective M-B:   Minimize erosion of slopes and banks. 

Objective M-C:  Utilize the most cost-effective and least environmentally harmful 
approach to maintenance issues. 

Objective M-D:  Keep maintenance roads and other access points clear of 
vegetation, debris, and other obstacles that would impede maintenance 
activity. 
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3.0 BASIN MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW  

Adaptive basin management consists of three major elements: operations, 
maintenance, and monitoring.  Operations include the various activities associated with 
controlling water flow and volume in the basin, such as turning pumps on and off, and 
closing inlets during sediment removal.  Maintenance refers to all of the tasks required to 
keep the basin functioning properly according to its intended purposes of storm water 
management, habitat, and recreation.  Monitoring encompasses those activities 
performed to evaluate how well the basin is functioning and to identify when operational 
or maintenance practices need to be modified.  Adaptive management is achieved 
when all three of these components are integrated and respond to each other.    

3.1 Management Priorities 

It is important to establish maintenance priorities because the multifunctional objectives 
for the water quality feature at Basin 7B may present opportunities for maintenance 
conflicts. While every effort will be made to manage the basin in a manner that supports 
the habitat and recreation values of the site, the primary purpose of the basin as a 
drainage facility will always be given precedent over these secondary functions.  In 
urgent situations any means deemed necessary by the Department of Utilities to 
maintain the function and safety of the facility will be employed.  

All reasonable steps will be taken to conduct maintenance activities in a manner that 
will not unnecessarily disturb plants and animals within the basin area. Routine 
maintenance activities will be scheduled to avoid critical times for the various plant and 
animal species.   

3.2 Adaptive Management Plan Review 

Many factors, such as the eventual build-out of the surrounding neighborhoods, 
maturation of the vegetation, and seasonal considerations will contribute to changes in 
the function and conditions of the pond.  Therefore, the maintenance practices 
employed in this basin are expected to evolve over time.  Periodic review of 
maintenance activities will consider the results of regular monitoring and will include an 
assessment of the type, scope and frequency of activities.  Should maintenance 
practices need to be modified the Basin Management Database will be updated to 
reflect changes in practices and contracting specifications revised accordingly.  

3.3 Level of Maintenance 

The maintenance goal of this plan is to establish design and operational parameters for 
the pond and the surrounding area that will minimize maintenance costs as much as 
possible while still preserving the basin objectives as described in Section 2 of this plan.  
Preferred maintenance practices will emphasize techniques and materials that limit the 
amount of labor, frequency and material costs.   
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3.4 Public Participation 

The basin has been designed to be an important open space and recreation feature in 
the community.   The cooperation of the surrounding neighborhoods in policing and 
maintaining the area will be encouraged and is considered a key component to the 
success of the area.  Programs that involve the community in stewardship activities such 
as litter patrols, weed removal, or Neighborhood Watch will be fostered to help reduce 
maintenance, vandalism and to provide early detection of problems.     

3.5 Maintenance Zones 

In order to establish appropriate management procedures for the basin, maintenance 
zones have been identified based on considerations of vegetation, hydrology, 
topography, infrastructure improvements and anticipated uses.  A management 
prescription has been developed for each zone that describes: 

q The target condition of the zone, 

q Types of management activities needed to maintain the target condition, 

q Frequency of management activities 

q Recommended monitoring activities 

q Frequency of monitoring activities, and  

q Performance standards. 
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4.0 KEY MAINTENANCE ISSUES  

This Adaptive Management Plan is intended to provide guidance for the long-term 
maintenance and operations of Basin 7B.  However, it is likely that certain maintenance 
considerations may arise in the future that cannot specifically be anticipated at present.  
A brief discussion of the key maintenance issues associated with the basin is provided in 
this section to establish a conceptual and policy framework to guide future modifications 
to this plan and operation of the basin.  

4.1 Algae Control 

While shoreline vegetation and algae blooms are expected within the ponds during 
certain times of the year, major outbreaks of either one can impede flows, cause pump 
station operation problems and create unacceptable nuisance conditions that must be 
controlled.  One of the major components of this maintenance plan will be 
implementation of measures to prevent and eliminate problematic algae blooms.  Algae 
blooms should be controlled through the use of the least environmentally damaging 
methods that will provide an effective treatment of the problem.  Options include 
biological water quality enhancers, as well as pond dyes, which filter UV light to help 
further avoid algae blooms.  Alternative methods are being researched and tested 
regularly and maintenance staff should make an effort to keep abreast of new 
approaches as they emerge.   Removal of dead plant material is also an important 
aspect of controlling algae blooms because it helps to eliminate waste that can feed 
algae.  Chemicals that are not selective and may harm other species, such as copper 
sulfate, should not be used.   

4.2 Vegetation Management  

Most of the plantings installed in the basin are native to the Central Valley.  When non-
native plantings fail, replacement with a native counterpart is recommended to help 
meet basin objectives.  It is the intent of this plan to sequentially reduce maintenance of 
the basin vegetation as the area matures.  However, for the first 3 to 5 years, 
maintenance and monitoring activities will be needed to ensure that a healthy native 
plant community develops.  Aggressive maintenance may be necessary during the first 
few years to assure that non-native exotic species do not become established and 
compete with the desirable native species.  Any maintenance prescriptions should 
address objectives for: 

• Plant Vigor, 
• Plant Cover, 
• Species Diversity, 
• Age Class,  
• Replacement Species, and 
• Invasives Removal. 

4.3 Fuel Load Management and Fire Control 

The proximity of Basin 7B to residential neighborhoods requires that precautions be taken 
to manage and prevent fire hazards such as the accumulation of flammable debris and 
vegetation.  This is especially important since public access to the basin will be 
encouraged and it’s possible that careless human activity such as throwing away a 
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cigarette or match could result in a significant fire.  Maintenance equipment must also 
be properly maintained and operated to prevent sparks or spills of flammable materials. 

4.4 Inlets 

Runoff enters the pond through several inlets located at both the west and east sides of 
the basin.  Maintenance issues associated with the inlets include keeping the inlets clear 
of obstructions that would impede flow, preventing wildlife from occupying the inlet 
structures during the dry months, removal of trash or other debris that accumulate, and 
assuring that the gates to close the inlets remains operational.  

4.5 Pond Sediment Removal 

One of the important water quality features of the basin is its capacity to trap sediment 
contained in stormwater and to prevent them from entering surface waters.  Stormwater 
sediment is problematic for several reasons.  They can contain elevated levels of metals, 
impede pump and culvert function, and may degrade habitat by raising water 
temperatures and clogging spawning gravels.  Sediment is trapped either by settling or 
by adhering to plant tissue.  The primary settling area is located just downstream of the 
western inlet to the basin.  Sediment may also settle throughout the pond, where the 
pond is crossed by the recreational trail, and even in the upland areas of the basin in 
high water events.   The pond will need to be emptied periodically to allow the removal 
of accumulated sediment in order to preserve capacity, and to keep the inlets and 
outfall operating properly.  

4.6 Irrigation  

Currently, there is not an irrigation system installed at this basin.  In addition to normal 
precipitation and inundation from storm events, all plants and trees have been hand 
watered during the summer months.  So far this has supplied sufficient water for the 
survival of all of the plants and grasses.  Hand watering will continue for a several year 
establishment period.  Should there be a need in the future for an irrigation system, such 
as in a drought year, one may be installed.  The main maintenance issues associated 
with the irrigation system are proper operation and periodic inspection of system 
components, such as main lines, laterals, heads, emitters, and control valves.   

If an irrigation system is installed, operation of the system needs to be adjusted over time 
to respond to the changing needs of the plants and soil moisture levels.  Many of the 
native plants will need less water once they are established, and will be adversely 
impacted by excessive irrigation.  This is especially true during the summer months since 
most native species are adapted to grow best in the wet winter, dry summer climate of 
the Sacramento region.  Regular monitoring should occur to detect signs of either 
drought stress or excessive soil saturation, and irrigation delivery should be adjusted 
accordingly.  This is especially important because the impermeable liner underlying the 
basin will reduce the soil’s natural capacity for percolation.  Consequently, some plant 
roots will actually have access to significant subsurface water at times when the top soil 
layers appear to be dry.   

Monitoring should also include inspection of the irrigation system itself to make sure that 
components are in good working order and no line breaks or malfunctions are occurring.   
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4.7 Paved Paths 

Public access through the basin is provided by a paved path around the rim of the basin 
and along the edge of the ponds in the bottom of the basin.  The whole recreation path 
system connects to San Juan Road and to the adjacent neighborhood.  The path system 
is an important feature because it allows residents to pass through the basin and enjoy 
close-up views of the plantings and wildlife habitat.  It also provides an access path for 
maintenance equipment and personnel.  Maintenance issues associated with the path 
system may include removal of weeds and debris from the path surface, checking for 
cracks, subsidence or heaving, and graffiti removal.   

4.8 Signage 

Interpretive signage will eventually be installed at Basin 7B.  Monitoring should be 
conducted periodically to check the signs for vandalism, fading or discoloration caused 
by UV exposure, and for general wear or deterioration.  The content of the signs should 
also be reviewed periodically to make sure the interpretive information accurately 
reflects the evolving vegetation and habitat conditions in the basin.   

4.9 Hydrology 

The proper functioning of Basin 7B is dependent on maintaining and adjusting water 
surface elevations (WSE) to provide adequate capacity for stormwater catchment, and 
desired vegetation and habitat conditions.  When the pond is drained for sediment 
removal in the summer, emergent vegetation will begin to dry out and die back.  Water 
levels should be restored as soon as possible and not more than two weeks later to insure 
the continued health of the emergent plants.  During high volume storm events the water 
levels in the basin will overtop the pond and inundate the basin slopes.  The plant species 
growing in this area can tolerate short, infrequent periods of inundation typically not 
lasting more than a day or two.  Thus it will be important to pump the water from the 
basin as soon as possible to avoid drowning these plants.  

4.10 Water Quality 

The capacity of Basin 7B to enhance storm water quality is based on sediment settling 
and vegetative ‘scrubbing’, including the ability of plants to sequester pollutants 
contained in the water through uptake and adsorption into plant tissue, and the 
potential for plants to act as sediment trapping filters.  Maintaining these functions in the 
basin depends on proper maintenance of the vegetation and the pond capacity as 
described above in 4.5.   

4.11 Wildlife 

Wildlife will be attracted to the various habitats that are evolving throughout Basin 7B.  
Appendix A includes a list of species that have already been observed.  A special status 
species has been observed at Basin 7B and the potential also exists for other special 
status species to use the basin as habitat (Appendix B).  While providing habitat 
opportunities for wildlife is an important objective of the basin management plan, the 
primary function of the basin is water quality enhancement.  As wildlife become 
established, it will be necessary to monitor the species and number to make sure that 
they are not interfering with basin operations or creating a public safety issue.  If special 
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status species do become established in the Basin, avoidance measures (Appendix B) 
will need to be observed to prevent impacts.     

4.12 Nuisances and Public Uses  

Basin 7B has been designed to accommodate the complementary objectives of water 
quality enhancement, public use and wildlife habitat.  These uses may be compromised 
by certain factors such as vandalism, undesirable activities, or the establishment of 
invasive plants or nuisance wildlife species.  The Department of Utilities will work with the 
Police Department to address issues related to code enforcement or public nuisance 
behaviors.  Proper maintenance of the Basin that includes regular monitoring and 
management of vegetation and wildlife will be essential to early identification and 
correction of any related nuisances.      
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5.0 MAINTENANCE PRESCRIPTIONS 

Basin 7B has been divided into seven separate maintenance zones based on a variety of 
factors including slope, topography, hydrology and anticipated uses.  The seven zones 
(illustrated in Figure 1) are: 

q Permanent Pond (1.91 acres) 

q Inlets/Outfalls (0.15 acres) 

q Islands (0.03 acres) 

q Pond Edge (0.41 acres) 

q Basin Floor (4.15 acres) 

q Side Slopes (2.26 acres) 

q Path/Maintenance Access Road (1.57 acres) 

Maintenance prescriptions for each of these zones address the target condition of the 
area, the types of management activities needed to maintain the target condition, and 
frequency of management activities.  Recommended monitoring activities are included 
as a type of maintenance activity to support the adaptive approach to basin 
management.  Thus, as monitoring activities indicate the need for certain maintenance 
measures, those measures can be implemented immediately and in some cases by the 
same crew performing the monitoring.  A set of general maintenance prescriptions has 
also been developed for the overall basin.  
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5.1 Permanent Pond 

Target condition:   Maintain target basin capacity with minimum year round water 
surface elevation at 0.0' contour and manage water quality to 
prevent nuisances such as odors, insects, and excessive algae blooms. 

Activity Frequency Criteria 
1a. Monitor and treat for 

algae blooms using 
appropriate biological, 
chemical or 
mechanical methods. 

Monitor monthly and treat 
as needed based on 
monitoring observation. 

Reduce presence of algae 
to 15% or less of pond 
surface. 

1b. Conduct basic water 
quality screening. 

Monthly No negative conditions 
evident (Appendix F). 

1c. Conduct 
comprehensive water 
quality monitoring. 

Semi-annually All constituents within target 
limits (Appendix E) 

1d. Monitor pond 
maintenance access 
point and keep clear of 
obstructing vegetation. 

Monitor quarterly and 
remove vegetation as 
needed. 

Access point is clear of 
obstructions. 

1e. Monitor and remove 
decomposed organic 
matter from basin. 

Monitor semi-annually and 
remove organic matter as 
needed. 

Basin is able to hold 100% of 
target capacity. 
Organic debris is not 
supporting algae blooms or 
creating other nuisances. 

1f. Monitor and remove 
sediment from settling 
areas in basin. 

Monitor quarterly and 
remove sediment as 
needed. 

Settling areas have 
adequate capacity to hold 
anticipated sediment load 
until next maintenance 
period.  Sediment level shall 
be at least 1 foot (0.3 m) 
below outlet elevation.   

1g. Follow measures to 
minimize impacts to 
giant garter snake and 
tri-colored blackbird 
(Appendix B). 

Necessary precautions for 
all maintenance/monitoring 
activities. 

No adverse impact to 
special status species. 
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5.2 Inlets and Outfalls 

Target condition:   All inlets and outfalls shall be kept free of obstructions to flow and 
adequately armored as needed to prevent erosion. 

Activity Frequency Criteria 
2a. Monitor inlets and 

outfalls and remove 
obstructions such as 
vegetation and debris.  

Monitor monthly during dry 
season and following major 
events during rainy season. 
Treat as needed based on 
monitoring observation. 

Water flow shall not be 
impeded for an area of at 
least 20 feet from headwall. 

2b. Monitor condition of 
inlet and outfall 
structures such as rock 
aprons, spillways and 
pipes for structural 
failure, undercutting 
and erosion and repair.  

Monthly with repairs as 
needed. 

No evidence of structural 
failure, erosion or 
undercutting. 

2c. Follow measures to 
minimize impacts to 
giant garter snake and 
tri-colored blackbird 
(Appendix B). 

Necessary precautions for 
all maintenance/monitoring 
activities. 

No adverse impact to 
special status species. 
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5.3 Islands 

Target condition:   All islands will have well-established vegetation with structural diversity 
providing habitat refuge and nesting opportunities, and stable 
shoreline.  Species will include emergents, native grasses, forbs (non-
woody plants such as annuals and perennials), and trees.    

Activity Frequency Criteria 
3a. Monitor health of trees 

and herbaceous 
species on island.  
Address mortality or 
disease with replanting, 
or replacement with 
other species as 
appropriate. 

Monthly with replanting to 
occur between September 
and February for trees or 
forbs, and year round for 
emergents. 

100% of island surface is 
vegetated.  Emergent 
species not more than 2' 
into pond or 3' above pond 
edge.  Tree canopy over 
75% of island surface. 

3b. Monitor island perimeter 
for erosion.   Identify 
cause of erosion and 
stabilize with 
bioengineered 
measures such as fiber 
blankets, additional 
planting, and regrading.  

Monthly with repairs as 
needed. 

Island perimeter stabilized 
with no evidence of 
erosion. 

3c. Follow measures to 
minimize impacts to 
giant garter snake and 
tri-colored blackbird 
(Appendix B). 

Necessary precautions for 
all maintenance/monitoring 
activities. 

No adverse impact to 
special status species. 
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5.4 Pond Edge 

Target condition:   Maintain diverse mix of native sedges and rushes in limited area of 
pond and around perimeter of pond to support habitat for water fowl 
and other wildlife, enhance water quality treatment, and protect 
pond from encroachment that could create excess organic debris or 
impact pond capacity and conveyance.   

Activity Frequency Criteria 
4a. Monitor extent of 

emergent vegetation.  
Remove plants 
encroaching into pond 
or basin floor.  

Monthly with removal as 
needed. 

Emergents shall not 
become established more 
than 2' into pond or more 
than 3' outside of pond.   

4b. Monitor health and 
distribution of emergent 
species.  Add 
supplemental plantings 
as needed to maintain 
adequate cover and 
species diversity 
(Juncus, Carex, 
Eleocaris sp.)  Limit 
spread of cattails 
(Typha sp.) to allow 
other species to 
become established. 

Monthly with removal and 
replanting as needed. 

Plants should provide a 
minimum of 80% cover in 
this area above water's 
edge, with no fewer than six 
native wetland plants 
established per square 
meter (6/m2).  Cattails 
should not represent more 
than 35% of the emergent 
cover. 

4c. Follow measures to 
minimize impacts to 
giant garter snake 
(Appendix *) 

Necessary precautions for 
all maintenance/monitoring 
activities. 

No adverse impact to 
special status species. 
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5.5 Basin Floor 

Target condition:   Maintain diverse mix of predominantly native grasses with several 
isolated trees.  The landscape should generally emulate the ecology 
of the local native grassland landscapes with species adapted to 
seasonal variations in weather including dry summers and regular but 
short periods of inundation in the winter.  Appropriate plant species for 
this zone may need to be revisited if the ponds’ water surface 
elevation is changed from the design elevation of 0.0’.     

Activity Frequency Criteria 
5a. Monitor for and remove 

all invasive plants as 
needed using manual 
and mechanical 
methods and selective 
application of herbi-
cides (Appendix D). 

Monthly for at least 1 year; 
reduce to every other 
month in year 2 

Invasive species are not 
allowed to set seed.   
Less than 1% cover by 
invasive weeds. 

5b. Monitor germination of 
native grass species on 
site.  Catalog those that 
are well-adapted to 
conditions and reseed 
with these species in 
areas with poor 
germination. 

Monthly for 3 years  Monthly logs maintained of 
monitoring observations.  
100% cover of zone with 
native grass species in 4 
years at density of at least 
20 plants per square meter 
(20/m2).   

5c. Monitor condition of 
trees.  Remove any that 
decline or die and 
replace with native 
species better suited to 
conditions. 

Monthly for 2 years  Monthly logs maintained of 
monitoring observations 
and any tree 
removals/replacements. 

5d. Mow grasses in July and 
October if conditions 
will permit, after staking 
all trees to be 
protected. 

July and October annually Set mowing level at not less 
than 3".  Remove clippings if 
in excess of 4" of material.  
Direct mower throw away 
from water. 

5e. Maintain temporary 
irrigation to trees until 
established (3 - 5 yrs.) 
Check heads, emitters, 
lines and controllers and 
replace any elements 
that are malfunctioning.  
Adjust watering 
schedule seasonally.  
Check for over spray 
and run-off.   

Monthly Irrigation system is supplying 
appropriate quantities of 
water to desired locations.  
No leaks or malfunctions. 
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5f. Follow measures to 
minimize impacts to 
giant garter snake, 
Swainson's hawk, valley 
elderberry longhorn 
beetle, and burrowing 
owl (Appendix B) 

Necessary precautions for 
all maintenance/monitoring 

activities. 

No adverse impact to 
special status species. 



 

North Natomas Basin 7B  20 City of Sacramento 
Adaptive Management Plan  Department of Utilities 

5.6 Basin Slopes 

Target condition:   Maintain mix of predominantly native grasses with dispersed trees.  The 
basin slope landscape should generally emulate the ecology of the 
local native grassland landscapes with a predominance of grasses 
interspersed with scattered grouping of trees.  The species should be 
adapted to seasonal variations in weather including dry summers and 
infrequent short periods of inundation in the winter.   

Activity Frequency Criteria 
6a. Monitor for and remove 

all invasive species as 
necessary using manual 
and mechanical 
methods and selective 
application of herbi-
cides (Appendix D). 

Monthly for at least 1 year; 
reduce to every other 
month in year 2 

Invasive species are not 
allowed to set seed.   
Less than 1% cover by 
invasive weeds. 

6b. Monitor germination of 
native grass species on 
site.  Catalog those that 
are well-adapted to 
conditions and reseed 
with these species in 
areas with poor 
germination. 

Monthly for 3 years  Monthly logs maintained of 
monitoring observations.  
100% cover of zone with 
native grass species after 4 
years at density of at least 
20 plants per square meter 
(20/m2).   

6c. Monitor condition of 
trees.  Remove any that 
decline or die and 
replace with native 
species better suited to 
conditions. 

Monthly for 2 years  Monthly logs maintained of 
monitoring observations 
and any tree removals/ 
replacements. 

6d. Mow grasses in July and 
October if conditions 
will permit, after staking 
all trees to be 
protected. 

July and October annually Set mowing level at not less 
than 3".  Remove clippings if 
in excess of 4" of material.  
Direct mower throw away 
from water. 

6e. Maintain temporary 
irrigation to trees until 
established (3 - 5 yrs.) 
Check heads, emitters, 
lines and controllers and 
replace any elements 
that are malfunctioning.  
Adjust watering 
schedule seasonally.  
Check for over spray 
and run-off.   

Monthly Irrigation system is supplying 
appropriate quantities of 
water to desired locations.  
No leaks or malfunctions. 
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6f. Follow measures to 
minimize impacts to 
giant garter snake, 
Swainson's hawk, valley 
elderberry longhorn 
beetle, and burrowing 
owl (Appendix B) 

Necessary precautions for 
all maintenance/monitoring 

activities. 

No adverse impact to 
special status species. 
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5.7 Path/Maintenance Access Roads 

Target condition:   Path/maintenance access roads and paths for pedestrians are to be 
clear of physical and visual obstructions, ADA accessible, and provide 
good visibility of the pond.  

Activity Frequency Criteria 
7a. Inspect and repair 

path/access road as 
necessary to maintain 
accessibility for 
pedestrians, bicycles, 
and wheelchairs.  
Inspect surface for 
settling, cracking, or 
heaving.   Consider 
replacement with 
concrete if cost to 
maintain asphalt is 
excessive.  

Monthly Travel surface is maintained 
free of irregularities greater 
than 1/4" displacement. 

7b. Keep path/access 
roads clean and free of 
debris, including trash 
and vegetation.  Empty 
trash receptacles. 

Weekly Travel ways are not 
obstructed. 

7c. Monitor adjacent 
vegetation to maintain 
sight lines throughout 
basin paths/access 
roads for public safety. 

Monthly Users of paths and access 
roads can clearly see 
approaching people and 
vehicles, and views of 
ponds.    

7d. Inspect signs and 
replace or repair 
damaged or missing 
signs where necessary. 

Monthly Signs are legible and 
attractive. 
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5.8 General (all areas) 

Activity Frequency Criteria 
8a. Monitor and remove 

debris, trash and 
evidence of vandalism 
throughout entire basin 
(pond, path/access 
road, basin floor and 
slopes).  

Weekly Debris does not 
accumulate onsite and 
trash receptacles are not 
full. 

8b. Monitor for violations 
and enforce ordinances 
such as leash law and 
illegal dumping 
ordinance. 

Ongoing Monitoring logs containing 
records of observations. 

8c. Monitor for and be 
responsive to cleanup 
of spills and hazardous 
materials.  

Ongoing Monitoring logs containing 
records of observations. 

8d. Implement community 
stewardship projects 
and activities. 

Quarterly 4 announcements with 
outreach events in the 
community each year. 

8e. Note presence of any 
nuisance wildlife species 
during spring survey and 
other site inspections 
(Appendix C).  

Spring and ongoing Monitoring logs containing 
records of observations. 

8f. Perform general wildlife 
survey, especially noting 
any sensitive wildlife 
species, elderberry 
shrubs, and nesting 
raptors or other native 
bird species.  Notify 
basin manager of 
sensitive species 
present.  

Spring and Fall Monitoring logs containing 
records of observations. 

8g. Monitor for visible rills, 
gullies, or other signs of 
erosion forming 
throughout basin. 

Ongoing Monitoring logs containing 
records of observations. 

8h. Monitor for evidence of 
qualitative water quality 
problems when on site 
for any maintenance 
activities and implement 
first screen quantitative 
monitoring as required. 
(Appendix F). 

Ongoing First screen quantitative 
monitoring will be triggered 
by presence of murky 
water, noxious odor, 
sudden increase in algae, 
or evidence of biological 
wastes in water. 
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Appendix A:  Baseline Biological Assessment 

1.0 Overview 

A baseline field assessment of vegetation and overall conditions at Basin 7B was 
conducted in January, 2003.  At the time of the assessment, a few vegetation 
management concerns were noted.  The site appeared to be well maintained with 
relatively recent mowing of the side slopes.  Generally 100% vegetative cover had been 
established across the entire basin. 

2.0 Condition of Trees  

Trees planted in the basin at the time of observation were generally consistent with 
species indicated on the proposed planting plan.  All trees planted in the basin are 
native to Sacramento County.  Trees were generally healthy. 

3.0 Condition of Shrubs  

Shrubs had been planted in the basin at the time of observation and most of the shrubs 
were performing well.  All of the shrubs planted in the basin are native to the region.  The 
health of the shrubs was generally good. 

4.0 Condition of Herbaceous Layer 

Basin 7B is dominated by non-native forbs and native grasses.  Deer Grass (Muhlenbergia 
rigens) has been planted in large clumps on the side slopes and has been maintained 
well.  In the lower terrace several low spots have begun filling in with vegetation growing 
in various clumps.  Willows (Salix) and California cottonwood (Populus fremontii) seedlings 
are sprouting in these depressions.  Ox tongue (Picris echinoids ) and other invasive 
weeds were present in the center grass area.  The herbaceous layer was not as well 
established in the central lower terrace.  The emergent vegetation extended about 2’ 
from the edge of the water and did not extend beyond the top lip of the main channel 
of water.  The emergent vegetation was composed of a couple varieties of sedges 
(Carex sp.) and some cattails (Typha latifolia).  Both were also observed growing around 
the inlets. The cattails do not appear to have been planted.  There are still gaps in the 
emergent vegetation that was planted that have not filled in.   

5.0 Wildlife Observed at the Basin 

Wildlife species observed during the site survey at Basin 7B included the following: 

• Sparrow 
• Western Burrowing Owl 
• Black-tailed Jackrabbit 
• Black Phoebe 
• Great Blue Heron 
• Egret 
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There was a western burrowing owl observed in the southeast corner of the basin.  The 
owl seemed to be living inside of a large concrete pipe.  The burrowing owl is a species 
of special status.  
 
 
6.0 Water Quality Observed at the Basin 

The water was observed to be turbid in the basin.  Odor was not detected in the basin.  
The presence of some algae was present in the water.  Erosion did not appear to be a 
problem at this basin. 
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Appendix B:  Special Status Species Protection 
Measures  

1.0 Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) 

• Maintenance activities will avoid impacts to burrowing owls consistent with the 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation Guidelines adopted by CDFG.  Specifically, do not 
disturb occupied burrows during the nesting season (February 1 through August 
31) unless a qualified biologist approved by CDFG verifies through non-invasive 
measures that either:  1) the birds have not begun egg-laying and incubation; 
or 2) that juveniles from the occupied burrows are foraging independently and 
are capable of independent survival.   

Burrowing Owl and Burrow 

2.0 Giant Garter Snake (Thamnophis gigas) 

• Restrict desilting and/or resloping of channels to after May 1 and before 
October 1 in any calendar year.   

• Limit re-sloping of any channels to one side in any calendar year. 

• If mowing vegetative cover on the top or inside of channel banks to the water 
line, or within 200 feet of open water, mow to not less than 6 inches in height 
measured from the ground. 

• Limit activity involving habitat disturbance to the period between May 1 and 
September 30.  This is the active period for giant garter snake and direct 
mortality is lessened, because snakes are expected to actively move and avoid 
danger.   
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• If aquatic habitat must be filled in or excavated between April 15 and 
September 30, the habitat should first be completely dewatered for at least 15 
consecutive days prior to excavation or filling.  Make sure dewatered habitat 
does not continue to support giant garter snake prey – if site cannot be 
completely dewatered, netting and salvaging of prey items may be necessary.  
This dewatering measure is also adequate to avoid direct harm of northwestern 
pond turtle. 

• If giant garter snake is found in an area where it would be directly harmed by 
maintenance activities, cease such activity and allow snake to leave on its 
own.  Notify FWS and biological monitor if snake remains in harm’s way and 
activity must continue.  Qualified biological monitor shall remain in the area to 
make sure snake is not harmed.  Escape routes for giant garter snake should be 
determined in advance of undertaking the maintenance activity to allow the 
snake to leave on its own.  If the snake does not leave on its own within 1 
working day, consult further with FWS. 

Giant Garter Snake 

3.0 Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swansoni) 

• Preserve valley oaks and other large trees wherever possible. 

• Do not remove any trees containing raptor nests without first consulting with 
qualified biological monitor.  If tree must be removed, biological monitor should 
determine whether nest is used by Swainson’s hawk.  Do not remove nest trees 
during Swainson’s hawk breeding season (March 15 to September 15) unless 
absolutely necessary.   If a Swainson’s hawk nest tree is to be removed during 
the Swainson’s hawk breeding season, the tree may not be removed until the 
biological monitor has determined that breeding is completed and no young 
are present, or, if young are present, until CDFG has determined that the young 
have fledged and are not longer dependent upon the nest tree. 
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Swainson’s Hawk 

4.0 Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle (Democeros californicus dimorphus) 

• Avoiding planting elderberry shrubs (Sambucus spp.) in detention basins. 

• Remove all shrubs with stems less than one inch in diameter at ground level. 

• Avoid pruning or removing shrubs with stems at least one inch in diameter at 
ground level.   

Elderberry Shrub w/Flowers and Fruit and Elderberry Longhorn Beetle 
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• Do not apply insecticides, herbicides, fertilizers, or other chemicals that might 
harm VELB or elderberry shrubs within 100 feet of any elderberry shrubs with 
stems at least one inch in diameter at ground level.   

• Mowing within 100 feet of elderberry shrubs may occur during July through April.  
No mowing should occur within five (5) feet of elderberry stems.  Mowing should 
be done in a way that avoids damaging plants (e.g., stripping away bark 
through careless use of equipment).   

5.0 Tricolored Blackbird (Agelaius tricolor) and Migratory Bird Species 

• Avoid removal or disturbance of emergent wetland vegetation or blackberry 
shrubs during tricolored blackbird breeding season (April through July).   

• Avoid removal of any vegetation or structures with bird nests during avian 
breeding season (March 15 though July 31).  

Tricolored Blackbird 
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Appendix C:  Nuisance Wildlife Species 

Certain wildlife species have the potential to become a nuisance due either to their 
unchecked capacity for predation of other desirable species, or because their presence 
is incompatible with the operation and anticipated human uses of the basin.  Domestic 
species may also prey on other desirable wildlife species and their presence should be 
should be discouraged.  Regular monitoring should be conducted to observe the 
presence of the following species and to control or eradicate their presence as needed. 

 Management Approach 
Nuisance Issues 

Skunk Removal by City Animal Control 
• Presence incompatible with recreation and adjacent 

residential land use  
Raccoons Removal by City Animal Control if nuisance develops 

• May become dependent on residential food sources such as 
garbage cans, animal food, etc. 

• Animals may become aggressive towards recreational users 
walking through basin trails and maintenance workers during 
breeding season 

Beaver Removal by City Animal Control if nuisance develops and 
demolition of dens/dams if basin operation impaired 
• May kill trees and shrubs in basin to get materials to build 

dams 
• Structures may impede basin operation 

Starlings Remove nests occupied by starlings 
• Will occupy nests of native species and prevent native 

species from reproducing 
Canada Geese Maintain emergent vegetation to prevent unimpeded 

access to water.  Encourage diverse forbs interspersed 
with turf areas to reduce food supply. 
• May defoliate turf areas from excessive feeding 
• Droppings are incompatible with recreation uses 
• May become aggressive towards residents and 

maintenance workers. 
Voles, Rats and Other 
Rodents 

Destroy burrows and removal by City Animal Control if 
nuisance develops.  Provide protective cages on young 
seedlings. 
• May destroy irrigation components by gnawing 
• May feed on roots and stems of young seedlings 

Cats Removal by City Animal Control 
• May harass wildlife 

Dogs Removal by City Animal Control 
• May harass wildlife, recreational users or maintenance staff. 

Mosquitoes Control by Sacramento/Yolo Mosquito & Vector Control 
District if nuisance develops 
• Vector for disease 
• Incompatible with recreation uses 
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Appendix D: Invasive Plant Species 
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Mosquito Fern  
Azolla sp. 

 

Appropriate herbicide 
• Impedes water flow 
• Clogs pumps 

n n  n    

Bermuda Grass 
Cynodon dactylon 

 

Herbicide, manual 
removal and shading by 
other species 
• Displaces native 

vegetation 

  n  n n n 
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Black Locust  
Robinia pseudoacacia 

 

Mechanical removal, 
cutting root shoots 
repeatedly, herbicides 
• Displaces native 

vegetation 
• Seeds, leaves and bark 

toxic to humans 

  n  n n n 

Dallis grass 
Paspalum dilitatum 

 

Manual removal and 
mowing before seed sets 
• Displaces native species 

  n  n n n 

Eichhornia crassipes 
Water Hyacinth 

 

Mechanical removal and 
approved foliar spray 
• Dominates waterways 
• Degrades open water 

habitat 
• Can clog pumps 
• Breeding habitat for 

mosquitoes 
• Displaces native species 

n n  n    
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Giant Reed 
Arundo donax 

 

Manual removal and 
approved herbicide 
• Displaces native plants 

and associated wildlife 
• Reduces habitat 
• Fuel load fire hazard 
• Reduces basin capacity 

n n n n    

Himalayan Blackberry 
Rubus discolor 

 

Manual removal of canes 
and roots and 
appropriate herbicide 
• Competes with native 

species 
• Can limit access to 

water for wildlife 
• Limits access for 

maintenance 
• Limits recreation uses 

  n  n n n 

Water Primrose 
Ludwigia peploides. 

 

Mechanical removal and 
appropriate herbicide 
• Displaces native species 
• Clogs waterways and 

pumps 

n n  n    
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Medusa Head Grass 
Taeniatherum caput-medusae 

 

Mowing before annual 
seed is set to prevent 
dispersal 
• Competes with native 

species 
• Inhibits germination of 

native species 
• Fuel load fire danger 

  n  n n n 

Parrot’s Feather 
Myriophyllum aquatica 

 

Mechanical removal 
preferred 
• Competes with native 

aquatic plants 
• Forms dense mats that 

can entirely cover 
open water  

• Can block pumps and 
water intakes 

• Provides optimal 
habitat for mosquitoes 

n n  n    

Bristly Ox-tongue 
Picris echinoids 

 

Manual removal and 
repeated mowing before 
seed sets 
• Displaces native species 

  n  n n n 
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Water Lettuce 
Pistia stratiotes 

 

Manual removal or 
appropriate herbicide 
• Displaces native species 
• Damages habitat value of 

open water 

n n  n    

Scotch Broom  
Cystus scoparius 

 

Manual removal and 
appropriate foliar spray 
• Displaces native 

vegetation 
• Fuel load fire hazard 

  n  n n n 

Red Sesbania 
Sesbania punicea 

 

Manual removal at any 
time, but especially before 
seed sets 
• Rapidly displaces 

native species 

  n n    



 

North Natomas Basin 7B  38 City of Sacramento 
Adaptive Management Plan  Department of Utilities 

  Zones 

Common Name 
Latin Name 

Management Approach 
Nuisance Issues Pe

rm
a

ne
nt

 P
o

nd
 

In
le

ts
/O

ut
fa

lls
 

Is
la

nd
 

Po
nd

 E
d

g
e

 

Ba
si

n 
Fl

o
o

r 

Ba
si

n 
 S

lo
p

e
s 

Tr
a

ils
/A

c
c

e
ss

 R
o

a
d

s 

Cattails 
Typha latifolia 

 

 

Manual removal to limit 
spread and allow other 
natives to become 
established 
• Competes with other 

natives 
• Decomposition of plants 

can reduce pond capacity 

  n n    

Yellow Star Thistle 
Centaurea solstitialis 

 

Mechanical removal with 
post-emergent herbicide.  
Important control times 
are late winter/early spring 
and mid-summer before 
seed sets. 
• displaces native plants 

and animals 
• limits recreation use 

    n n n 
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Appendix E:  Water Quality Sampling Parameters 

Bi-Annual (Summer/Winter) Sampling and Analysis  
with recommended EPA analysis method* 

Alkalinity (Titration Method) 
BOD (5-day) 
D.O.  
Fecal Coliform (Colilert-18 Quanti-Tray) 
Nitrate (EPA 300.0 Ion Chromatography) 
Oil and Grease  
pH (field meter) 
Phosphorus (amino acid, ascorbic acid and molybdovanadate methods) 
TOC 
Lead (GFAA) 
Zinc (GFAA) 
Copper (GFAA) 
Temp (field meter) 
pH (field meter) 
Conductivity (field meter) 
Turbidity (field neptholometer) 
Organophosphorous Pesticides (EPA 8141A) 

*First Flush sampling and analysis will not be done at this basin because the City 
already has adequate data on urban runoff water quality from other storm water 
monitoring efforts. 
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Appendix F:  Water Quality Screening 

On-going water quality screening should occur whenever staff or maintenance crews 
are on site for any activities such as vegetation monitoring or cleaning screens.  
Qualitative monitoring will consist of observing general character of water.  If negative 
indicators are present, first screen quantitative monitoring procedures and corrective 
measures are to be implemented.  Second screen quantitative monitoring measures 
should be implemented only if quantitative monitoring indicates problems and corrective 
measures do not work 

Qualitative 
Monitoring 

First Screen Quantitative 
Monitoring  

Secondary Screen Quantitative 
Monitoring 

Outflow is murky Turbidity If continued turbid, examine watershed 
for source of turbid water 

Inflow is murky Turbidity If continued turbid, examine watershed 
for source of turbid water 

Obvious signs of 
waste in basin 

Enterococcus and e. coli DNA Typing of bacteria to determine 
source (e.g. dog, duck, or human) – or 
perform a “watershed survey” to 
determine source (e.g. septic tanks, 
sewage spills, homeless camps, etc.) 

Excessive Algal 
Growth 

Nitrate and Phosphorous With continued excess growth, examine 
upstream sources 

Noxious Odor Sample for Dissolved 
Oxygen at incremental 
depths 

If low D.O. exists, sample for Nitrate, 
Nitrite, and Phosphorous or examine 
current nitrate and phosphorous results.  
If high, examine watershed for source. 

Plant die-off or dead 
animals 

Visual inspection for oil, 
filmy surface, foam, 
discoloration or odor 

Sample for toxicants such as heavy 
metals or poisons 
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Appendix G: Plant Lists by Zone 

Island 
 

Trees  Latin Common Mature Size 
(ft.) 

Native Features 

 Acer negundo Box Elder 40H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Fraxinus latifolia Oregon Ash 60H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Populus fremontii Fremont 
Cottonwood 

50H x 30W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Salix gooddingii Black Willow 40H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow 20H x 20W Sacramento 
County 

Native Tree, 
Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 
Shrubs  Latin Common Mature Size 

(ft.) 
Native Features 

 Cephalanthus 
occidentalis 

Buttonbush 12H x 12W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of wet 
soils, flowers 

 Vitis californica California Wild 
Grape 

Indefinite Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of wet 
soils, wildlife 
value 

 
Native 
Grass  

Latin Common Mature Height 
(inches) 

Native Features 

 Elymus glaucus Blue Wild Rye 20-60 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant  

 Leymus triticoides Creeping Wild Rye 20-48 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Melica californica California Melic 20-40 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass 24-60 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Nassella cernua Nodding Stipa 15-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Nassella pulchra Purple Needlegrass 15-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 
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Pond Edge 
 
Trees  Latin Common Mature Size 

(ft.) 
Native Features 

 Acer negundo Box Elder 40H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Fraxinus latifolia Oregon Ash 60H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Populus fremontii Fremont 
Cottonwood 

50H x 30W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Salix gooddingii Black Willow 40H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow 20H x 20W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerates 
seasonal wet 
soils/drought 

 
Shrubs  Latin Common Mature Size 

(ft.) 
Native Features 

 Cephalanthus 
occidentalis 

Buttonbush 12H x 12W Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
flowers 

 Vitis californica California Wild 
Grape 

Indefinite Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
wildlife value 

 
Emergent 

Plants  
Latin Common Mature Size 

(ft.) 
Native Features 

 Carex barbarae Santa Barbara 
Sedge 

2-3 Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
habitat value 

 Carex praegracillis Slender Sedge 2-3 California Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
habitat value 

 Equisetem hyemale Common Scouring 
Rush 

2-7 Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
habitat value 

 Juncus effuses 
‘Brunneus’ 

Common Rush 2-4 California Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
habitat value 

 Juncus xiphiodes Flat-Bladed Rush 1-3 Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
habitat value 

 Scirpus acutus 
‘Occidentale’ 

Common Tule 5-13 Sacramento 
County 

Tolerant of 
wet soils, 
habitat value 
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Basin Floor 
 

Trees Latin Common Mature Size 
(ft.) 

Native Features 

 Acer negundo Box Elder 50H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Alnus rhombifolia White Alder 50H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Fraxinus latifolia Oregon Ash 60H x 40W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Juglans californica 
hindsii 

California Black 
Walnut 

30H x 30W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Platunus racemosa California 
Sycamore 

50H x 30W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Populus fremontii Fremont 
Cottonwood 

50H x 30W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 
Shrubs Latin Common Mature Size 

(ft.) 
Native Features 

 Baccharis salicifolia Mulefat 10H x 6W California Drought 
tolerant, 
evergreen 

 Cephalanthus 
occidentalis 

Buttonbrush 12H x 12W Sacramento 
County 

Flowers 

 Rosa californica California Wild Rose 6H x 5W Sacramento 
County 

Flowers, 
drought 
tolerant 

 Rubus ursinus California 
Blackberry 

Indefinite Sacramento 
County 

Wildlife 
value 

 Vitus californica California Wild 
Grape 

Indefinite Sacramento 
County 

Wildlife 
value 

 
Native 
Grass  

Latin Common Mature Height 
(inches) 

Native Features 

 Elymus glaucus Blue Wild Rye 20-60 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant  

 Leymus triticoides Creeping Wild Rye 20-48 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Melica californica California Melic 20-40 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass 24-60 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Nassella cernua Nodding Stipa 15-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Nassella pulchra Purple Needlegrass 15-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 
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Side Slopes 
 

Trees Latin Common Mature Size 
(ft.) 

Native Features 

 Quercus kellogii Blue Oak 40H x 50W Sacramento 
County 

Form, 
colorful 
foliage, 
drought 
tolerant 

 Quercus lobata  Valley Oak 70H x 70W Sacramento 
County 

Form, 
drought 
tolerant 

 Quercus wislizenii Interior Live Oak 50H x 60W Sacramento 
County 

Evergreen, 
drought 
tolerant 

 Umbellularia 
californica 

California Bay 
Laurel 

25H x 20W California Fragrant, 
evergreen, 
drought 
tolerant 

 
Shrubs Latin Common Mature Size 

(ft.) 
Native Features 

 Baccharis pilularis Coyote Bush 8H x 8W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
evergreen 

 Ceanothus cuneatus Buck Brush 6H x 6W Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
evergreen 

 Mimulus auranticus Sticky Monkey 
Flower 

3H x 3W Sacramento 
County 

Flowers, 
drought 
tolerant, 
evergreen 

 Rosa californica California Wild Rose 6H x 5W Sacramento 
County 

Flowers, 
drought 
tolerant 

 
Native 
Grass  

Latin Common Mature Height 
(inches) 

Native Features 

 Elymus glaucus Blue Wild Rye 20-60 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant  

 Leymus triticoides Creeping Wild Rye 20-48 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Melica californica California Melic 20-40 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass 24-60 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Nassella cernua Nodding Stipa 15-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 

 Nassella pulchra Purple Needlegrass 15-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant 
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Wild-
flowers  

Latin Common Mature Height 
(inches) 

Native Features 

 Achillea millefolium White Yarrow 8-40 California Drought 
tolerant, 
white 
flowers 

 Clarkia elegans Elegant Clarkia 6-36 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
pink flowers 

 Collinsia heterophylla Chinese Houses 12-24 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
lavender 
flowers 

 Eschcholzia 
californica 

California Poppy 8-24 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
orange 
flowers, long 
flowering 
season 

 Gilia capitata Globe Gilia 4-35 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
Tolerant, 
Yellow to 
White 
Flowers 

 Lasthenia gabrata Goldfields 4-10 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
golden 
yellow 
flowers 

 Layia platyglossa Tidytips 1-28 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
yellow 
flowers with 
white tips 

 Linium lewisii Blue Flax 6-31 California Drought 
tolerant, 
blue flowers 

 Lupinus microcarpus 
‘Ed Gedling’ 

Golden Lupine 4-32 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
white to 
dark yellow 
flowers 

 Lupinus succulentus Arroyo Lupine 8-39 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
blue to 
purple 
flowers 

 Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue Eyes 4-12 Sacramento 
County 

Drought 
tolerant, 
blue flowers 
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 Phacelia 
campanularia 

California Blue Bells 8-30 California Drought 
tolerant, 
dark blue 
flowers 

 Triphysaria versicolor Yellow Owl’s Clover 4-16 California Drought 
tolerant, 
yellow 
flowers 
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Appendix H: Planting Plan 
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